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Amoeba Music's discerning & knowledgeable experts 
(AKA, our staff) have put their collective heads and ears together 
to bring you a biased & completely un-objective collection of ... 


OUR FAVORITE NEW 
MUSIC & MOVIES! 





Ie aUR mranesY SPECIALS + EVENTS, VISIT: 





WELCOME TO AMOEBA MUSIC 


THE BIGGEST INDEPENDENT MUSIC STORE 
IN THE COUNTRY! 


Amoeba Music has become synonymous with music and movie 
expertise, from the arcane to the popular. Our staff consists of the 
most passionate connoisseurs of all cultural explorations, from the 
people who check your bag to the folks who buy your used goods 
at the front counter! 


All Amoebites were asked to list their top five favorite releases 
from the past six months and beyond! We then had a team of 
experts decipher their cryptic handwriting, analyze the results and 
compile the lists into this little book! 


WE HOPE YOU FIND THE RESULTS 
INTERESTING AND USEFUL! 


ILLUSTRATIONS BY 
WAYNE SHELLABARGER 





SOME HELPFUL HINTS: 


Our USED selection is fully guaranteed to play perfectly. Buying used 
means you can get more for your money — and many out-of-print 
and rare items that are ONLY available used! 





The NEW items are designated with a white price tag. The USED 
items have yellow, green or red price tags. The “red tags” indicate 
clearance items. CLEARANCE items have an ongoing deal; buy three, 
get the fourth of least value for FREE! 





All the sections have clearance areas at the end of their respective 
used sections. Don’t forget to look underneath the bins for extra 
bargains which may not be represented in the above corresponding 
bin. There are tons of nuggets hiding in pockets all over this store, so 
be sure to look all around! 


HAPPY HUNTING! 
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All three Amoeba stores host free, all-ages live shows and events 
throughout the year to showcase our favorite 
local and worldwide talent. 


A sampling of recent live in-stores at Amoeba: 


tk 


Visit Amoeba.com for in-store performance videos from all three stores, artist 
interviews, behind the scenes footage and sneak peeks into what they find at 
the store in our What's In My Bag features! 


AMOEBA.COM 


Amoeba.com is your source for the latest in-store information for upcoming 
shows, in-store photos, free downloads, contests, our “Amoeblogs” about film 
and music and much, much, more! 


Ways to stay in touch: Sign up for the Amoeba newsletter at Amoeba.com, 
get updates via our mobile list by texting keyword AMOEBA to 67463, and 
become our friend on Facebook, Twitter and MySpace! 


Each Amoeba Music has its own personality and unique selection! Visit all three: 


BERRELEY SANFRANCISCO HOLLYWOOD 
2455 Telegraph Ave. 1855 Haight St. 6400 Sunset Bivd. 
(510) 540-1125 (405) 831-1200 (3.23) 245-0400 
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A SAMPLING OF OUR 





CDs & LPs 


ROCK 
Battles — Gloss Drop (warp) 


Ty Segall — Goodbye Bread 
(DRAG CITY) 


Black Lips — Arabia Mountain 
(VICE) 


John Maus —- We Must Become 
the Pitiless Censors of 
Ourselves (DOMINO) 


Thurston Moore — Demolished 
Thoughts (MATADOR) 


tUnE-yArDs -whokil I (44D) 


Iceage — New Brigade 
(WHAT'S YOUR RUPTURE) 


Fleet Foxes — Helplessness 
Blues (suB Pop) 


Crystal Antlers — Two-Way 
Mirror (RECREATION) 


Crystal Stilts — In Love With 
Oblivion (SLUMBERLAND) 


The Fresh & Onlys - 
Secret Walls (SACRED BONES) 


John Doe — Keeper (yep Roc) 


Eleanor Friedberger — 
Last Summer (MERGE) 


Beirut — Rip Tide (POMPEII RECORDS) 
Bon Iver — Bon Iver (jAG|AGUWAR) 
Friendly Fires — Pald (x1) 

Cults — Cults (COLUMBIA) 


Active Child — You Are All I See 
(VAGRANT) 
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FAVORITES BY GENRE 


Shabazz Palaces — Black Up 
(SUB POP) 


Beastie Boys — Hot Sauce 
Committee Part 2 (capitol) 


Zion I & the Grouch - 
Are... Heroes in the Healing of 
the Nation (zic Music) 


CurrenSy - Weekend at Bur- 
nie’s (WARNER BROS.) 


Random Axe — Random Axe 
(DUCK DOWN) 


Del The Funky Homosapien -— 
Golden Erd (THE COUNCIL PARTNERS) 


Blu & Exile — Below the 
Heavens (SOUND IN COLOR) 


Foreign Legion — Night Moves 
(HUNGER STRIKE) 


Snoop Dogg — Doggumentary 
(PRIORITY) 


E-40 — Revenue Retrievin’ 
(Overtime Shift & Graveyard 
Shift) (HEAVY ONTHE GRIND) 


Theophilus London —- Timez 
Are Weird These Days (reprise) 


SOUL 


Raphael Saadiq — Stone Rollin’ 
(COLUMBIA) 


Ledisi — Pieces of Me 
(VERVE FORECAST) 


Candi Staton — Evidence: 
Complete Fame Records 
Masters (KENT) 


Bo-Keys — Got to Get Back! 
(ELECTRAPHONIC) 

Doris Troy — Pil Do Anything: 
The Doris Troy Anthology 
1960-1996 (KENT) 


O.C. Tolbert — Black Diamond 
(KENT) 


Street Sounds from the Bay 
Area: Music City Funk & Soul 
Grooves 1971-1975 — Various 
Artists (BGP) 


Jill Scott -— Light of the Sun 
(BLUES BABE) 


Booker T. Jones — Road From 
Memphis (Ant!) 


Our Lives Are Shaped By What 
We Love: Motown’s Mowest 
Story (1971-1973) — Various 
Artists (LIGHT INTHEATTIC) 


West Indies Funk Vol. 2 - 
Various Artists (TRANS AIR) 


ELECTRONIC 


Samiyam —- Sam Baker’s Album 
(BRAINFEEEDER) 


Kuniyuki Takahashi — Dancing 
in the Naked City (MULE Musiq) 


Amon Tobin — [sam (NINATUNE) 


Gatto Fritto — Gatto Fritto LP 
(INTERNATIONAL FEEL) 

Silkie — City Limits Vol. 2 

(DEEP MEDI) 


Clams Casino — Rainforest 
(TRIANGLE RECORDS) 


Hercules & Love Affair — 
Blue Songs (MOSHI MOSHI) 


Com Truise — Galactic Melt 
(GHOSTLY) 


JAZZ 


John Hollenbeck — Shut Up 
& Dance (BEE JAZZ) 


bb&c (Tim Berne, Jim Black & 
Nels Cline) — The Veil 
(CRYPTOGRAMOPHONE) 


Matana Roberts — Coin Coin 
Chapter One: Gens De Coleur 
Libres (CONSTELLATION) 


Paul Motian — The Windmills of 
Your Mind (winter & WINTER) 


Dave King Trucking Company 
- Good Old Light (SUNNYSIDE) 


David S. Ware/Cooper- 
Moore/William Parker/ 
Muhammad Ali — Planetary 
Unknown (Aum FIDELITY) 


Wadada Leo Smith - Heart’s 
Reflections (CUNEIFORM) 


David Sanchez/Stefon Harris/ 
Christian Scott — Ninety Miles 
(CONCORD) 


Harriet Tubman -—- Ascension 
(SUNNYSIDE) 


Farmers By Nature (Gerald 
Cleaver/William Parker/Craig 
Taborn) — Out Of This World’s 
Distortions (AUM FIDELITY) 


Bill Frisell — Sign Of Life (savoy) 


Ow Sore 
Y So Qo 


> 


COUNTRY AND 
BLUEGRASS 


Gillian Welch — The Harrow & 
the Harvest (ACONY) 


Dolly Parton —- Better Day 
(DOLLY) 


Laura Cantrell — Kitty Wells 
Dresses: Songs of the Queen of 
Country Music (DIESEL ONLY) 


Jimmie Dale Gilmore & The 
Wronglers — Heirloom Music 
(NEANDERTHAL) 


Steve Earle — [’Ii Never Get Out 
of This World Alive (NEWWeEST) 


Alison Krauss & Union 
Station — Paper Airplane 
(ROUNDER) 
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Jim Lauderdale — Reason & 
Rhyme (SUGAR HILL) 


k.d. lang & the Siss Boom 
Bang — Sing It Loud (NONESUCH) 


Larry Jon Wilson - 
New Beginnings/Let Me Sing 
My Song to You (omn)) 


Mickey Newbury - 
An American Trilogy (DRAG city) 


Lucinda Williams — Blessed 
(LOST HIGHWAY) 


Emmylou Harris — 
Hard Bargain (NONESUCH) 


FOLK 


Kate & Anna McGarrigle — 
Tell My Sister (NONESUCH) 


John Martyn — Heaven & Earth 
(LIASON) 


Eliza Gilkyson — Roses At The 
End Of Time (RED HOUSE) 


Mike Seeger & Peggy Seeger - 
Fly Down Little Bird (AppPLeseED) 


Eilen Jewell — Queen of the 
Minor Key (SIGNATURE SOUNDS) 


Civil Wars — Barton Hollow 
(SENSIBILITY) 


Bela Fleck & The Flecktones — 
Rocket Science (EONE) 


Frank Fairfield — Out on the 
Open West (TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


Thea Gilmore — John Wesley 
Harding (Fut FILL) 


A Nod To Bob 2 - 
Various Artists (RED HOUSE) 
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BLUES AND 
NEW ORLEANS 


Kenny Brown - Can/’t Stay 
Long (DEVIL DOWN) 


Eugene “Hideaway” Bridges — 
Rock & A Hard Place 
(ARMADILLO MUSIC) 


Earl Gaines — You Got The Walk 
(SPV) 


Al King & Arthur K. Adams - 
Together: The Complete Kent & 
Modern Recordings (AcE) 


Bobby Rush — Show You 
A Good Time (DEEP RUSH) 


L.C. Ulmer — Blues Come 
Yonder (HILL COUNTRY) 


Watermel)lon Slim & Super 
Chikan —- Okiesippi Blues 
(NORTHERN BLUES) 


The Profile Records 
Blues Story — Various Artists 
(FUEL) 


Shattered Dreams: Funky Blues 
1967-1978 — Various Artists 
(BGP) 


It’s Your Voodoo Working: 
The Best of Excello Records - 
Various Artists (UNIVERSAL UK) 


Amede Ardoin - 
Mama Pll Be Long Gone 
(TOMPKINS SQUARE) 


Lee Dorsey — Soul Mine: 
The Greatest Hits & More 
1960-1978 (SNAPPER) 


Willie Tee — l’m Only a Man 
(GET ON DOWN) 


Treme Brass Band/ 
Mardi Gras Indians — 
Treme Traditions (MARDI GRAS) 


Acadian All Star Special: 
The Pioneering Cajun 
Recordings of J.D. Miller - 
Various Artists (BEAR FAMILY) 


WORLD 


Seun Kuti — From Africa With 
Fury: Rise (KNITTING FACTORY) 


Susana Baca — Afrodiaspora 
(LUAKA BOP) 


Group Doueh —- Zayna Jumma 
(SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 


Red Hot + Rio 2 - 
Various Artists (EONE) 


Michi Sarmiento — 
Aqui Los Bravos! (soUNDWAVE) 


Wallahi le Zein!!: Wezin, 
Jakwar & Guitar Boogie 

from the Islamic People of 
Mauritania — Various Artists 
(LATITUDES) 


Ustad Shujaat Husain Khan - 
Dil (FELMAY) 


Orchestre Poly-Rythmo 
De Cotonou-Dahomey - 
The Ist Album (1973) 
(ANALOG AFRICA) 


Mark Dimond -— Brujerid (FANIA) 


Emin Yagci — Tulum: A Sound 
From the Black Sed (FELMAY) 


L’Orchestre Kanaga De Mopti 
- Kanaga De Moti (TRAFFIC) 


Googoosh — Googoosh (B-Music) 
Mighty Sparrow - 
Soca Anthology vr) 


Terakaft — Aratan N Azawad 
(WORLD VILLAGE) 


Amina Alaoui — Arco Iris (Ec) 


Boubacar Traore — 
Mail Denhou (LusarrRica) 


Chancha Via Circuito — 
Rio Arriba (ZZK RECORDS) 


Los Tigres Del Norte - 
MTV Unplugged (UNIVERSAL) 


Angel Canales — Sabor (FANiA) 


Echocentrics — Sunshadows 
(UBIQUITY) 


Bossa Nova & the Story of 
Elenco Records — Various 
Artists (SOUL JAZZ) 


CLASSICAL 


Son of Chamber Symphony / 


String Quartet — J]. Adams 
(John Adams / International Con- 
temporary Ensemble / St. Lawrence 


String Quartet) (NONESUCH) 


Les Nuits d'été / Arias — 
H. Berlioz / G.F. Handel 


(Lorraine Hunt Lieberson / Nicholas 
McGegan / Philharmonia Baroque 


Orchestra) (PHILHARMONIA BAROQUE) 


Ariodante — G.F. Handel 


(DiDonato / Gauvin / Puertolas / 
Lemieux / Alan Curtis / Il Complesso 


Barocco) (VIRGIN CLASSICS) 


Piano Sonata / Bénédiction de 
Dieu Dans Ia Solitude / Fantasia 
and Fugue on the theme 
B-A-C-H / Venezia e Napoli - 
F. Liszt (Marc-André Hamelin) 
(HYPERION) 


Pieces de Viol des Cing Livres — 


M. Marias (Jordi Savall / Ton Koop- 
man / Hopkinson Smith / Christophe 
Coin / Anne Gallet) (ALIAVOX) 


Uniko — K. Pohjonen / 

S. Kosminen (Kronos Quartet / 
Kimmo Pohjonen / Samuli Kosminen) 
(ONDINE) 


Piano Concerto 2 / Rhapsody 
ona Theme of Paganini - 


S. Rachmaninov (Yuja Wang / 
Claudio Abbado / Mahler Chamber 


Orchestra) (DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON) 
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Die Walkure — R. Wagner 
(Nilsson / Rysanek / Ludwig / Vickers 
/ Stewart / Berislav Klobucar / 
Metropolitan Opera Orchestra) (SONY) 


Live from Lugano 2010 - 
Martha Argerich & Friends 
(EMI) 


Genius Within: The Inner Life 
of Glenn Gould — Directed by 
Michele Hozer & Peter Ray- 
mont [DVD & Blu-Ray] (KINO/ 
LORBER FILMS) 


EXPERIMENTAL 


Belong — Common Erd (kRANKY) 


Caretaker — An Empty Bliss 
Beyond This World (History ALwAys 
FAVOURS THE WINNERS) 


Johann Johannson — 
Miner’s Hymns (FATCAT) 


Les Rallizes Denudes — 
Cable Hogue (uNivive) 


Prurient — Bermuda Drain 
(HYRDAHEAD) 


Alvarius B. — Baroque Primitiva 
(ABDUCTION) 


Ryuichi Sakamoto & Alva 
Noto — Summvs (RASTER-NOTON) 


METAL 
Aosoth — IIT (AGONIA) 
Alcest — Le Secret (PROPHECY) 
Loss — Despond (PROFOUND LORE) 


Blut Aus Nord — 777 Sect(s) 
(DEBEMUR MORTI) 


Death — Human (RELAPSE) 


Necros Christos — 
Doom of the Occult (AjNA) 


Origin — Entity (NUCLEAR BLAST) 


Xibalba — Xibalba (SouTHERN LorD) 
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OLDIES 


Roy Orbison — The Monument 
Singles Collection (SONY LEGACY) 


The [3th Floor Elevators — 
Bull of the Woods (reissue) 
(SNAPPER) 


The Left Banke -— Walk Away 
Renée / Pretty Ballerina 
(SUNDAZED) 


Sir Douglas Quintet — 
The Mono Singles ’68-’72 
(SUNDAZED) 


Louise Cordet — Sweet Beat of 
Louise Cordet: Complete UK 
Decca Records (RPM) 


The Ronettes — Be My Baby: 
The Very Best of the Ronettes 
(SONY LEGACY) 


The Shangri-Las — Remember 
(SNAPPER) 


The Hollies — Clarke Hicks & 
Nash Years (EM UK) 


COMEDY 


Weird Al Yankovic - 
Alpocalypse (VOLCANO) 


The Lonely Island — Turtleneck 
& Chain (UNIVERSAL REPUBLIC) 


Mike Birbiglia — Sleepwalk 
With Me Live (COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Michael lan Black — 
Very Famous (COMEDY CENTRAL) 


Marc Maron -— This Has To 
Be Funny (CoMeDyY CENTRAL) 


Tig Notaro — Good One 
(SECRETLY CANADIAN) 


REGGAE 


Alborosie — 2 Times Revolution 
(GREENSLEEVES) 


Nitty Gritty — General 
Penitentiary (DUG OUT) 


Earl Sixteen — Reggae Sound 
(DREAD AT THE CONTROLS) 


Anthony B - Rasta Love 
(BORN FIRE) 


Augustus Pablo — Message 
Music (PRESSURE SOUNDS) 


Stephen Marley — Revelation 
Part I: The Root Of Life 
(TUFF GONG) 


Story of Blue Beat 1960: 
The Best Ska — Various Artists 
(SUNSHINE UK) 


Invasion of the Killer Mysteron 
Sounds in 3-D — Various Artists 
(SOUL JAZZ) 


Lee Perry & The Upsetters 
- Return of the Sound System 
Scratch (PRESSURE SOUNDS) 


The Story of Trojan Records 
Box Set — Various Artists 
(TROJAN RECORDS) 


David Rodigan’s Dubwize 
Shower — Various Artists 
(BBE RECORDS) 


SOUNDTRACKS 
The Book of Mormon (RAZoR &TIE) 
L.A. Noire Remixed (verve) 
Super & (VARESE SARABANDE) 
Captain America (DISNEY) 


Harry Potter & Deathly Hallows 
Pt. 2 (WATER TOWER) 


Tree of Life (LAKESHORE) 
Submarine (DOMINO) 


Game of Thrones 
(VARESE SARABANDE) 


Catch Me If You Can (RAZOR &TIE) 
Winnie The Pooh (pisney) 


FHow To Succeed In Business 
Without Really Trying (DECcA) 


Paul McCartney — The Family 
Way (VARESE SARABANDE) 





DVDs & BLU-RAY 


MUSIC DYDS 


Brian Eno — 1971-77: 
The Man Who Fell to Earth 
(SEXY INTELLECTUAL) 


Jeff Beck — Rock ’n’ Roll Party: 
Honoring Les Paul (EAGLE ROCK) 


Death Cab for Cutie — 
Live at the Mount Baker 
Theatre (ATLANTIC) 


Tower of Power - 
40th Anniversary: The Fillmore 
Auditorium San Francisco (top) 


Ed Sullivan Presents- 
Rock ?N’ Roll Revolution (Hip-o) 


Le Tigre — Who Took the 
Bomp? (OScILLOSCcopPE) 


Primal Scream — Screamadelica 
Live (EAGLE ROCK) 


Eddie Vedder — Water on 
the Road (UNIVERSAL) 


Bill Withers — Still Bill 
(NEW VIDEO GROUP) 


Bruce Springsteen — Promise 
(COLUMBIA) 


Troubadours: The Rise of the 
Singer-Songwriter (CONCORD) 


AC/DC - Live at the River 
Plate (COLUMBIA) 


Lemmy Kilmister - 
Lemmy: 49% Motherfucker 
51% Son of a Bitch (RED) 
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TV 
McMillan & Wife Season 4 & 5 
Breaking Bad Season 3 
Louie Season One 
Eastbound & Down-Season 2 
Doctor Who-Series 6 Pt. I 
Tim & Eric Season 5 
Friday Night Lights Season 5 
Childrens Hospital Season [-2 


True Blood Season 3 


FOREIGN 
Black Moon 
Pale Flower 
Mesrine Parts I & 2 
Music Room 


Solaris 


DOCUMENTARY 
Gashole 
Wasteland 
Cropsey 
Human Planet 


Moguls & Movie Stars 


DRAMA / COMEDY 
Insignificance 
True Grit (2010) 
Something Wild 
Four Lions 
Blue Valentine 


Paul 
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SCI-FiI/CULT 
Damnation Alley 
Insidious 
Stunt Man 
Hobo With A Shotgun 


Kaboom 


BLU-RAY 
Better Off Dead 
Dazed & Confused 


Lord of the Rings 
Extended Trilogy 


Fast Times At Ridgemont High 
Taxi Driver 

Blow Out 

Kiss Me Deadly 

The Great Dictator 


Clockwork Orange 


Some Like It Hot 





BERKELEY 





E.LIT 


“Rap vs. Hip Hop?” More like 
“My Tolerance for B.S vs. Your Needless 
Sub-Categorization of Genres.” 
Now go buy a Merzpeep or something. 


Sims — Bad Time Zoo (DOOMTREE) 
Doomtree’s latest offering is an album years 
in the making, conceived in the heart of Min- 
nesota and carefully honed over the course of 
several nationwide tours. Originally titled The 
Veldt when it was first announced in 2008, the 
album loosely follows the concept of observ- 
ing people’s behaviors in society, documenting 
them and drawing comparisons to those of 
animals. Sims (or “‘see-ims,’ as Dessa jokingly 
pronounced it at her last SF show) really dis- 
tinguishes himself as an MC on this full-length, 
stepping up his rap game in a major way with a 
refined soulful flow that reminds me of Brother 
Ali at times. His lyrics are socially conscious 
without being haughty, political without being 
preachy, and personal without being overly nar- 
cissistic. Lazerbeak handles the entirety of the 
album’s production, and lives up to the “King of 
the Lavabangers”’ title that SF Weekly crowned 
him with in May. The beats throughout the al- 
bum are nothing but pure speaker-melting heat, 
veering from the bass-booming layered insanity 
of “Radio Opaque” to the epic slow burn of “In 
My Sleep.” Nothing short of the best production 
that underground hip hop has to offer, reminis- 
cent of EI-P in his prime.Welcome to the jungle. 
It’s a Bad Time Zoo. 


Blueprint — Adventures in 


Counter-Culture (RHYMESAYERS) 

This new album from Printnificent is destined 
to alienate as many listeners as it converts, but 
it's Blueprint’s most daring and cohesive album 
to date and is well worth listening to many 





times over in great detail. Rather than rehashing 
the same old rap formulas that he used on his 
Rhymesayers debut /988 or on his Soul Posi- 
tion albums with RJD2, Blueprint steps outside 
of his comfort zone and branches into a diverse 
palette of musical genres. Soulful electronic 
tunes are paired with pop rock radio anthems, 
which give ’Print’s honest and powerful rap 
verses more room to breathe. This approach 
could have easily resulted in a disjointed mess 
of an album, but instead the songs feel wholly 
unified under Blueprint’s excellent ’80s-inspired 
electronic production. Combine this with some 
of the best rap verses of Blueprint’s long and 
illustrious career (peep “The Clouds” or “Radio- 
Inactive’) and you’ve got one hell of a counter- 
cultural adventure on your hands. Heck, even 
the uses of auto-tune made me smile. 


Void Pedal — Omni Colour 
(FIELDWERK) 

Several years ago, before Bully Records went un- 
der and prior to Mush switching gears into more 
electronic territory, there were so many dope 
instrumental hip hop releases that it was hard to 
keep track of them all. Nowadays, the scene has 
mostly been gathering dust, abandoned in the 
wake of LA’s far more prolific electronic beat 
movement. Enter Fieldwerk Recordings, a Chi- 
cago-based label doing its best to fill this empty 
void of extra dope hip hop beats. Their releases 
thus far have included contributions from Zavala, 
PNS, Meaty Ogre, Maker and Joe Beats, but their 
first full-length solo project comes courtesy of 
Void Pedal, who has succeeded in tapping into 
what sparked my love for the genre with his in- 
credible debut. Hip-hop break-beats are painted 
in a variety of lively colors through Void Pedal’s 
meticulous touch, with carefully crafted layers of 
synth and basslines weaving through the tracks 
in a way that never feels static. These are beats 
that convey moods and emotions. “Choke You” 
is all menace and anger while “Baldwin” evokes 
a brilliant sense of adventure and exploration. 
If you've been disenchanted with instrumental 
hip hop in recent years, you ought to give Omni 
Colour a listen. 


Noah23 — Fry Cook on Venus 
(FAKE FOUR) 

Noah Raymond Brickley has released a con- 
siderable number of full-length projects over 
the years, but Fry Cook on Venus is the album 
where his quirky and creative personality rock- 
ets to new heights. The Guelph, Ontario-based 
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weirdo-rapper has molded this album into a 
psychedelic folk-hop masterpiece, worthy of 
a fanbase greater than his typical cult follow- 
ing. There’s a child-like imagination at play in 
the way that Noah approaches each song and 
strings strange words together, with several 
tracks about dreaming and lots of galactic imag- 
ery sprinkled throughout. Noah23 has a strong 
sense of off-kilter melody and can pen a great 
poppy hook, but also holds his own chopping 
it up with the likes of Myka 9 and Ceschi on 
“Sea of the Infinite Wave.” And speaking of guest 
features, this album succeeds in the way that it 
showcases the abundance of phenomenal talent 
that Fake Four Inc. has to offer. Production du- 
ties are handled by a variety of awesome pro- 
ducers on the Fake Four roster, including Fac- 
tor, Skyrider, Ceschi, Cars & Trains and Gregory 
Pepper. Equally impressive are the guest verses, 
which include an awe-inspiring verse from Sole 
that registers as one of his best in years. Fry Cook 
in Venus will make your stereo glow. 


lame — Lame (TAXIDERMY) 

Oldominion is at it again, this time in the form 
of lame’s new long-player, Lame. Named after the 
way that many promoters have misprinted his 
name on flyers, the title of the album acts as 
a source of inspiration for lame, who examines 
his life as a “lame” minimum-wage earning indie 
rap type. Whether touching upon his religious 
views on “Thy Will” or comparing his life to that 
of his house cat on “Ninja Defense,” lame stays 
100% true to himself and delivers his strongest 
and most conceptual work to date. lame raps 
very well over the course of the album, but the 
real star of the show is Oldominion’s central 
producer Smoke M2D6, who handles all of the 
beats on the project and delivers what might be 
described as a “classic Seattle hip-hop” sound. 
The atmosphere of the music is as dark and 
murky as the overcast weather of the North- 
west, but with a strong soulful undercurrent that 
at times takes on a church choir-like quality. This 
is the sound that Oldominion is known best for, 
and the level of quality that Smoke brings to the 
beats here makes this album a perfect example 
of what this talented crew has to offer. In short, 
lame’s Lame is anything but. 


Neila — Only This One Counts 
(GRIMM IMAGE) 

Chances are that you will never hear a piece 
of music like this from Neila again. Only This 
One Counts is an album recorded during a very 
bleak period of Neila’s life, and it’s her most 
heartbreaking and personal full-length to date. 
From a technical stand-point, these songs do 
not represent Neila’s best work, as they were 


recorded during a time when she was dealing 
with voice issues and lack the regular polish that 
fans may have come to expect from her. But 
there’s something very real about these record- 
ings, something genuine and painful. If music is a 
form of therapy, then the songs here amount to 
Neila and her producer Rezult trying to cope 
with the hands that life had dealt them. On the 
track “Thirsty Dream,’ Neila spits: “‘l’m attach- 
ing beach buckets onto the lobes of my ears/ 
to catch each tear drop dripping, drowning out 
years/ to keep moving, to shift gears.’ Neila has 
kept moving in spite of everything, and has tri- 
umphantly emerged from the dark clouds that 
surrounded her life. Buying this album is help- 
ing her shift those gears a tiny bit further in the 
right direction. Strictly available on limited edi- 
tion pink vinyl, no CDs or digital downloads for 
this one. Be on the lookout for Neila’s upcoming 
children’s book starring the Yeti as well. 


Tip: 

Shouts to D$G fam, Understudies, Rec League, Ear Peace, 
and all the music artists I’ve the pleasure of meeting or 
promoting over the course of the last year. 

If you wanna read even more endless indie rap 

ramblings from yours truly, the spot is 
www.mybackpackisbiggerthanyours.blogspot.com 





Pulp — reunion (WHATEVER) 

Best Old People Coming Out of Retirement 
Party: the Pulp reunion! all the true fans know. 
Blur was just the British version of blink-182. 
Oasis tried and failed to become a Generic 
American Rock Band (what a sorry aspiration, 
btw). Elastica ripped off the Fall so badly, Mark E. 
Smith joined the band. meanwhile, the greatest 
band to be labeled “Brit-Pop” never became a 
joke because they quietly slunk out of the lime- 
light after it all became too much. well, after al- 
most a decade apart, Jarvis Cocker and his sexy 
scalawags from Sheffield are reuniting. So what if 
they’ve only played a couple dates in Europe so 
far, they’re sure to come here, right? 


Thee Oh Sees — Castlemania 

(IN THE RED) 

Best Children’s Album That Wasn’t Made for 
Children: this IS a children’s album, right? no, re- 
ally. i'm asking a serious question. i'm not having 
a kid, but a bunch of my friends are, or have, 
and i really wanna get ’em (their kids) something 
cool, but i don’t wanna be that creepy uncle that 
never gets invited back ’cuz he’s always handing 
out presents that are a little too “advanced.” and 
i thought it’d be cool to get the kids some hip 
kid’s music. um, yeah. 


Tip: 
Don’t feed the rats on Telegraph. Buy comics at Comic 


yIMV 


Ben Waters - Boogie 4 Stu 
(EAGLE RECORDS) 

Loving tribute to the original sixth Rolling Stone 
by a some of England’s best trad players as well 
as his old bandmates. Most of the album’s || 
tracks are the sort of rollicking boogie-woogie 
piano music that was Stewart's first love and 
Waters and company, including drummer Char- 
lie Watts on six of the tracks, do some fine ren- 
derings of these classics. Guitarists Richards & 
Woods trade vocals on Big Maceo’s “Worried 
Life Blues,’ while the entirety of the Stones 
circa ’75-’92 do a cover of Dylan’s “Watching 
the River Flow,’ supposedly the only Dylan song 
that Stewart liked. The album closes out with 
Stewart himself pounding out a version of Sam 
Cooke’s “Bring it on Home to Me” that gives a 
taste of the bluesy piano that he added to some 
of the better Stones tracks before his passing 
in 1985. 


R&B HipSHAKERS Vol.2 
SCRATCH THAT ITCH - 


Various Artists (VAMP! SOUL) 

R&B HipSHAKERS Vol.2 unearths some of the 
most upbeat and irresistible soul and R&B tracks 
from the legendary King and Federal record 
labels. As with the first volume, this 20-track 
collection focuses on some of the labels lesser 
known output from the late-’50s to the mid-’60s 
by some classic artist including Rudy Rae Moore, 
Amos Milburn, Hank Ballard and Johnny Watson 
among others. Also featured are ultra cool in- 
strumentals from the likes of Hank Marr, Freddy 
King and Mickey Baker as well as rare tracks 
from Willie Dixon and Otis Redding(!) Hope- 
fully these guys have just scratched the surface 
and more volumes are on the way. 
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Baseball Project — Volume 2: 


High and Inside (yePROc RECORDS) 

As with this ad hoc group’s 2008 self-titled de- 
but, Volume 2: High and Inside finds the Baseball 
Project offering up another |3 tracks that com- 
bine a baseball fan’s love of a good yarn with 
the deft turn of a phrase and more than a few 
memorable hooks. Co-leaders Steve Wynn and 
Scott McCaughey show an infectious enthusiasm 
for some of the game’s more colorful characters 
along with a nod or two to the joys and frustra- 
tions of being a fan. Anchored by Linda Pitmon 
on drums and R.E.M’s Peter Buck on bass along 
with a few guests from the likes of Yo La Tengo, 
Los Lobos, The Decemberists and more should 
make High and Inside something you'll remem- 
ber long after the boys of summer are gone. 


C) Spectacle: Elvis Costello 


with... (Season 2) 

On this second and unfortunately final season of 
Spectacle, host Elvis Costello chats, strums and 
sings along with an amazing collection of musi- 
cians. Part talk show, part musical performance, 
Spectacle was unique in that guests were actually 
able to have an intelligent conversation about 
their music with a host—Costello—who was 
just as knowledgeable and enthusiastic as any 
fan. Musically the show was also different in that 
it allowed the guests to do something besides 
rote versions of their latest songs.A great exam- 
ple was the “build-a-band” episode that pieced 
together a one-time group with Allen Toussaint 
(piano), Richard Thompson (guitar), Nick Lowe 
(bass) and Levon Helm (drums) who then pro- 
ceeded to reel off songs by Toussaint, The Band 
and the Grateful Dead. Other guests for Sea- 
son 2 included Bruce Springsteen, Bono and the 
Edge, Lyle Lovett, Jesse Winchester and Neko 
Case. Spectacle demonstrated that rock and talk 
can go together given the right host and guests. 


North Mississippi Allstars — 


Keys to the Kingdom 

(SONGS OF THE SOUTH RECORDS) 

Less a tribute than celebration of the life and 
influence of pianist, producer, songwriter and re- 
cording artist Jim Dickinson, the North Missis- 
sippi Allstars Keys to the Kingdom is steeped in 
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the rootsy hill country blues style that has been 
the band’s forte for the last decade. Fronted by 
Dickinson’s sons—Luther on guitar and vocals 
and Cody on drums—the NMA have fleshed 
out their sound this time around with help from 
pianist Spooner Oldham and Alvin Youngblood 
Hart on harmonica and vocals, along with guests 
spots by Ry Cooder and Mavis Staples among 
others. The album finishes with a short 50 sec- 
onds of solo piano that sounds like Jim Dickin- 
son himself. Maybe it is or maybe not, but it’s 
certainly a reminder of the elder Dickinson’s oft 
quoted phrase “World Boogie is Coming!” 


yum 
NASTIQUE 


| was born one thousand nine hundred 
and fifty nine years ago 


The Deadbeats — Kill The 
Hippies 10” (artirix) 





P] Harvey — Let England 


Shake 12” (VAGRANT) 
punk! 


Steve Ignorant — Last Supper 
Live in S.F. 


Chalk Circle — Reflection 12” 
(MISSISSIPPI) 


The Coathangers — Larceny & 
Old Lace 12” (suICIDE SQUEEZE) 


Keith Richards - Life 
(LITTLE BROWN AND COMPANY) 


John Robb - Punk Rock: 
An Oral History (cBury PRESS) 


Vic Godard & The Subway 
Sect — Stop That Girl/ 
Instrumentally Sacred/Vertical 
Integration 7” (ROUGHTRADE 68) 


These Immortal Souls — 
Marry Me (Lie! Lie!)/Open Up 
and Bleed/“Blood and Sand” 
She Said 12”? (MuTE) 


Wreckless Eric — Stiff 10” 


Aggrovators — Reggae Stones 
Dub 12” (ABRAHAM) 


Battalion of Saints — 


Second Coming 12” 
(NUTRONS) 


Highs in the Mid-Sixties — 
Pebbles Vol. 16 Original 
Punk 12°? (ARCHIVE INTERNATIONAL 
PRODUCTIONS) 


The Lewd — American Wino 12” 
(KILLED BY DEATH) 


Fungus Brains — Ron Pisto’'s 
Real World 12” 


Tip: 

EAT AT SOULEY VEGAN & DRINK AT BEER REVOLUTION 
IN DOWNTOWN OAKLAND. 

GET YR SCREEN PRINTING DONE BY BAD SKULLS. 
CHECK OUT “HEADS IN HANDS“.BLOGSPOT & NAR- 
WHALSHOPPE.BLOGSPOT & REBEL TILES. 

SEND FREE RECORDS TO: PO BOX | 1273 OAKLAND, 
CALIFORNIA 946! I. 





KAISER 


Berkeley Boomerang, 
ne’er-do-well, etc. 


Boris — Attention Please 

(SARGENT HOUSE) 

Two full-length releases on the same day, and 
pretty wildly different from each other. This 
is the Wata focused album, and it’s a pleasing 
change of direction for the mighty and mightily 
erratic Boris. Definitely “song-oriented,’ some 
may say “poppy,” but I’m thinking that this is in 
the same league of My Bloody Valentine’s bet- 
ter moments, which is no small compliment. 
Of course that’s tweaked through the unique 
Nippon-Vision of Boris, and that’s a good thing 
too. And now a cursory mention of the com- 
panion release “Heavy Rocks (Purple),” but only 
to say that it pales and fails in comparison to 
the “Heavy Rocks (Orange)” of years gone by. 
The HEAVY may be not as grand as before, but 
this new direction of post-shoegaze loveliness 
is divine. 


Chrome —- Half Machine Lip 


Moves (LILITH) 

This and all the other vinyl reissues by Lilith of 
SF’s damaged demi-gods Chrome are all worth 
the price of admission, especially with some of 
the added bonus singles tracks. Kudos to Lilith 
for doing a proper job. If you know these LPs 
already, and your copies are about as worn out 
as my old ones, these are a godsend. If you for 
some unholy reason have never been turned 
onto the late ’70Os/early ’80s magnificently ag- 
gressive Chrome, then your excuses have just 
been rendered pointless. 


P}] Harvey — Let England Shake 
(ISLAND) 

Yep, | love the crazy lady. Near falsetto vocals on 
this release, little if any guitar, and the theme of 
warfare and aftermath running throughout make 
this an odd addition to her catalog, but I’m sold. 
Wherever she goes, I’m willing to chance fol- 
lowing. 


NF Orchest / Jerry Smith - 


Oxidant (PMALMUSIC) 

If you think I’m biased, well...yeah. NF Orchest 
is an East Bay experimental “junk-noise” group 
comprised of three current or ex-Amoebites, 
recorded live in performance at the Lab in SF 
in early 2010, bringing their “leaden electronics 
and acoustic dinscraping” to the world with an 
added video element by artist Jerry Smith. It’s a 
3” DVD, and roughly 30 minutes of darkly ag- 
gressive audio attack and bleeding submerged 
images borrowed from the Prelinger Archives of 
vintage 8mm home movies. I’m damn proud of 
this one, and pleased as punchiness that the NF 
Orchest has not called it a day yet. 


MerzPEEP — Harmony of the 


New Species (NOT ON LABEL) 

Ah, this past springtime brought the return of 
sugary fluff. Well, the Berkeley Amoeba got its 
hands on several extremely limited editions of 
the PEEP phenomenon this year, and fluff they 
are certainly not! The MerzPEEP another in the 
long tradition of Masami Akita’s weird Merzbow 
related products has to be comparable in exclu- 
sivity to the infamous MerzBenz, a brand new 
Mercedes Benz with a limited edition of ONE 
Merzbow cd LOCKED INTO its CD player. God 
only knows what’s inside the MerzPEEP! It could 
be filled with tiny unicorns, and they poop tinier 
rainbows! Also keep a lookout for the equally 
limited S.PEEPRK. release “Malformations,” and 
the Current Ninety PEEP “Aleph’s Hallucinatory 
Dream.” Word has it that a few very out of print 
DVDs have appeared in the Cult section at the 
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Berkeley store as well, so shop with care and 
concern. Do not under any circumstance try to 
take these limited editions for granted. They may 
have potential shelf lives of decades, but their 
rarity and immense collectibility will make them 
treasures for the lucky ones that grab them! 


Tip: 
L@TE at the BAM-PFA for your Friday pm art-house 
entertainment if in Berkeley. 





JNAST 


My Bio is pretty much all about ME... 
me me me me me... 


Chancha Via Circuito — Rio Ar- 
riba (ZzZk) 

Electro Cumbia from Argentine Pedro Canales 
AKA Chancha Via Circuito... A dreamy meeting 
of future sounds with the traditional... | think 
you may enjoy this one... 


Mountains — Air Museum (THRILL 
JOCKEY) 

The usual delightful ambient electronic affair 
from the Brooklyn-based duo, Mountains... If 
you have appreciated their other albums, you 
will enjoy this one too... And if you have never 
heard them, but have an affinity for pretty/drone/ 
ambient type musical expression, then you may 
find joy in listening to their album... 


Poirier — Running High (NINA 
TUNE) 

Rough and tumble Electro-Dancehall from Mon- 
treal’s Poirier—think you may dig this one if you 
are a fan of artists such as Major Lazer,Ward 21, 
Diplo, Buraka Som Sistema... Go ahead, give it 
a listen! 


Carlos Nino & Miguel Atwood 


Ferguson — Suite For Ma Dukes 
(MOCHILLA) 

This one is a couple of years old, but it gets 
honorable mention because it has been on my 
turntable quite a bit lately... Lush orchestral 
renditions of J Dilla beats in a tribute to the very 
same man after he passed away... If you are a 
fan of JDee, this will be a whole new way to hear 
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his music and an example of why the producer/ 
musician was beyond relevant and a huge boon 
for the world of music... 


Maximum Balloon — Maximum 


Balloon (DGc) 

Side project from TV On The Radio member, 
David Sitek...This record contains lot of enjoy- 
able 80s inspired pop rock/dance musicplenty 
of synthesizers and programmed drums for your 
delight. Also features all kinds of guest spots, 
such as Little Dragon and David Byrne... Give 
it a Listen... 


El Guincho — Pop Negro (YouNnc 
TURKS) 

Project from Spain’s Pablo Diaz-Riexa (a.k.a. El 
Guincho)... Lush whole world/latin/’80s-synth 
influenced record... This one has been on regu- 
lar rotation in my house and is an ideal sound- 
track for your summer debaucheries... 


Tip: 

IMPORTANT QUOTE FOR TROUBLING TIMES: 
Remember that those who lead themselves on the 
path of the righteous shall also be bled in Gomor, 
Peoria, and Rajasthan, for it is within the divine that 
all shall know the true meaning of LingumYoni. The 
trinity and the birth of a saviour shall prove that lan- 
guishing in the dome or arched structure of truth is 
truly illuminating and the voice chant of Guruji Tim is 
absolutely mellifluous. Henceforth this teaching shall 
be known as the boody bop beedy bum boopy... 

— Sri Najar Rick Laksmar Muhammad Omar Tenjin 
Smith, Architect, | 905, Spokane, Washington 





RPG 


Originally from Lake Vostok, Antarctica, 
he now resides in the small village of 
Auroville, India, where he subcontracts for 
Alpha Centauri International, INC. 


ia Last Train Home (2009) - 
Directed by Lixin Fan 


Every year, over 130 million migrant workers 
in China go home for the Chinese New Year 
to visit their families. Many make the long trip 
home—some lasting days—by train from the 
large urban metropolis to their small villages. 
While this excellent documentary is about the 
story of one family who has made this journey 
for over two decades, it is also a collective his- 
tory about the millions of migrants and refugees 
worldwide who are uprooted by economic glo- 
balization. One man complains about the slow 
train and about the son he has yet to meet: “My 
son was born three months ago, | haven’t seen 
him yet. | am going home to see him. Finally, | 
get to spend New Year’s holiday with them. It’s 
all for our children and our aged parents. That’s 
life. We work far away from home. The old and 
the young are still in the village. If a family can’t 
even celebrate the New Year together, life would 
be pointless.” 


im Salvador Allende (2004) - Di- 


rected by Patricio Guzman 

On May 23, 2011, at the behest of the Allende 
family, the remains of former Chilean president 
Salvador Allende were exhumed. According to 
the New York Times, forensic experts will per- 
form a second autopsy to try and determine 
once and for all how the Socialist leader died. 
Many have speculated as to whether the social- 
ist President—who was overthrown in a violent 
coup d’etat by a U.S.-supported right-wing gov- 
ernment on September I|1, 1973—committed 
suicide or was assassinated. However, who or 
what really killed President Allende does not, ac- 
cording to filmmaker Patricio Guzman, account 
for the broader question that surrounds the 
life and times of Allende: what are the real pos- 
sibilities in making revolution in Latin America 
and “de-linking’” one’s government from the en- 
tanglement of the capitalist world-system? On 
the day of his death, President Allende addressed 
the Chilean people: “Surely, this will be the last 
opportunity for me to address you. Placed in a 
historic transition, | will pay for loyalty to the 
people with my life. And | say to them that | am 
certain that the seeds which we have planted 
in the good conscience of thousands and thou- 
sands of Chileans will not be shriveled forever. 


They have force and will be able to dominate 
us, but social processes can be arrested by nei- 
ther crime nor force. History is ours,and people 
make history.” 


ia Salt of this Sea (2008) - Di- 


rected by Annemarie Jacir 

This is a beautiful yet devastating portrait of life 
in Palestine, about the history and memory of 
the place.Almost 60 years after her grandfather 
was exiled from Jaffa, Soraya (played by one of 
my all-time favorite poets, Suheir Hammad), 
leaves Brooklyn and returns to her homeland 
in an effort to reclaim her and her family’s birth- 
right in what is now occupied Palestine. In one 
moving scene, Soraya visits the old house that 
her grandfather built and lived in for many years 
until his exile in 1948. The house is now occu- 
pied by an Israeli family. A young woman invites 
them in to see the house. Soraya wants her fam- 
ily’s house back, and asks if she could buy the 
house back. “You can’t,’ says the young Israeli 
woman, “‘they only sell to Jews, it won’t work.” 
Soraya fires back: “This is my home. It was sto- 
len from my family. So it’s for me to decide if 
you can stay, and you can... Only if you admit 
that all of this was stolen.’ After some back-and- 
forth, the young Israeli woman who, at first was 
friendly and “extended a hand,” now threatens 
to call the police if Soraya does not leave “her 
home.” Earlier in the scene, in the kitchen cabi- 
net, Soraya finds a coffee mug belonging to the 
Israeli family that lives there now. It reads:“‘Peace 
Now. End the Occupation Now.’ 


ia Which Way Home (2009) - 


Directed by Rebecca Cammisa 
By far, one of the best documentaries | have seen 
concerning the controversial issues involving un- 
authorized migration from Central America and 
Mexico to the U.S. In this Academy Award-nom- 
inated picture for Best Documentary (2010), 
the protagonists are young, unaccompanied mi- 
grants on their dangerous journey to the USS. 
on a freight train that they call “La Bestia” (“The 
Beast’). Right before getting on the train, Juan 
Carlos, a 13-year-old would-be migrant from 
Guatemala writes to his mother explaining why 
he has chosen to go to el norte: “For my mom- 
my, Esmeralda: Mommy, | hope that this letter 
finds you well. The reason for my letter is to tell 
you that | love you very much and | don’t like 
to see you suffering with all these problems. So, 
| have decided to go to find work in the United 
States so that you and my siblings will be alright 
and never want for anything. Tell my siblings that 
| love them a lot. When | return, we will go to 
the river. | love you very much.” 
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TRAVELIN 
BLUES 


iui Carlos The Jackal/Le Chacal 
(2010) — Directed by Olivier 


Assayas 

Dir. Olivier Assayas was first asked to make a 
short film about the life, revolutionary struggle, 
and eventual demise of the Venezuelan revo- 
lutionary, Illich Ramirez Sanchez, AKA Carlos 
“The Jackal?’ The result was an epic five-hour, 
three-part series, which first screened on French 
television. The end result was that at least three 
excerpts from the original TV episodes were 
cut-down and a single movie version was born 
for the cinemas. If you like sensationalist 1970s 
urban guerrilla pictures, this is your film (I can 
think of a few others, The Baader Meinhof Com- 
plex [Dir. Uli Edel, 2008], Good Morning, Night 
[Dir. Marco Bellocchio, 2003], and State of Siege 
[Dir. Costa-Gavras, 1973]). For a more nuanced 
and balanced view of the life and times of the 
real “Carlos” —as is the case with many other 
similar films addressing this subject—I would say 
turn to the text, then watch film for entertain- 
ment. 


ii Afro-Punk: The ‘Rock n Roll 
Nigger’ Experience (2003) — 
Directed by James Spooner 
Forget The Decline of Western Civilization (Dir. Pe- 
nelope Spheeris, 1981) and Another State of Mind 
(Dir. Adam Small and Peter Stuart, 1984); here is 
a 67-minute documentary of the history, trans- 
formation, and trajectory of Black folk within 
and between the punk/hardcore scene. In telling 
this story, James Spooner has done us all a favor 
by making punk rock history more inclusive of 
its diversity, making this story more historically 
accurate. In a similar manner, | must mention and 
recommend two other historically important 
films that engage with the complexities of race 
and gender both inside and outside the punk/ 
hardcore scene. They are Martin Sorrondeguy’s 
1999 documentary, Beyond The Screams/Mas Alla 
de los Gritos:A U.S. Latino/Chicano Hardcore Punk 
Documentary, and the excellent documentary 
Don’t Need You:The Herstory of Riot Grrrl, directed 
by Kerry Koch (2006). (Also: If you are still not 
convinced of the white gaze in historiography 
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of punk/hardcore, in this case, the Straight Edge 
scene, check out the documentary, Edge: Perspec- 
tive on Drug Free Culture [Dir. Marc Pierschel and 
Michael Kirchner, 2010]). 


im COINTELPRO 101 (2011) - 


From Freedom Archives 

On March 8, 1971, a group of Vietnam anti-war 
activists broke into a U.S. government office in 
Media, Pennsylvania, with the intent on burning 
Selective Service draft records. Instead, what 
they found was a large amount of highly-secret 
FBI documents detailing a series of covert and 
illegal practices by the FBI in order to keep a 
close watch on, infiltrate, discredit, disrupt, and 
at times, to “neutralize” (i.e., assassinate) leaders 
in the Civil Rights Movement, anti-war move- 
ment, and other radical groups and individuals in 
the U.S.This 56-minute documentary is the first 
comprehensive video production to put it all to- 
gether. Its concise, powerful, and insightful study 
into the depths of what a police state looks like 
from the perspective of the victims of the FBI’s 
Counter Intelligence Program: the Puerto Rican 
independistas, the Native American decolonial 
struggle, the Chicana/o Movement, and the Black 
Liberation Movement. However, as this film re- 
minds us, where there is oppression, there is 
resistance. 


ia A Film Unfinished (2010)- 
Directed by Yael Hersonki 


This is an important film in many respects. The 
film engages the horrors and atrocities in the 
Holocaust through the eyes of the Nazi pro- 
paganda machine. At the same time, it asks us 
to contemplate how we come to understand 
this violence through the eyes of the survivors, 
the victims of this atrocity. Michael Berenbaum, 
a professor of Jewish Studies at the American 
Jewish University, is interviewed for the spe- 
cial features of the film. Prof. Berenbaum says, 
“every time you see a Holocaust film, you have 
to ask yourself: what does this add to what we 
already knew? This [film] tells a story about a 
ghetto. With the voices of survivors, the diarist, 
the eyewitnesses, with the voices of Cherniakov, 
but also with the voices of the perpetrators, so 
we understand where they came from and how 
they came to take this film.” 


ia Two in the Wave (2010) - 
Directed by Emmanuel 
Laurent 

In mid-June of 1973, Jean-Luc Godard stormed 
out of a screening of Francois Truffaut's 1973 
Day for Night and wrote to Truffaut: “Probably 
nobody will call you a liar. Well, | think | will. It’s 


not more of an insult than a ‘fascist’ It’s a cri- 
tique. And it’s your lack of critique that | con- 
demn. You say films are trains in the night. But 
who’s aboard? What class? And who’s the driver, 
spied on by the boss?” | simply loved this film. It’s 
a story about two friends, comrades, colleagues, 
and at times, enemies. Dig it! 


ia Moguls & Movie Stars: A 
History of Hollywood (2011) —- 
Directed by Jon Wilkman 

This is an amazing seven-part documentary that 
comes in a nice box-set with three discs and a 
small booklet. It is a detailed chronicle of the 
history and growth of the business and cul- 
tural production side of American movies. The 
episodes include: Episode | Peepshow Pioneers 
(1889-1907); Episode 2 The Birth of Hollywood 
(1907-1920); Episode 3 The Dream Merchants 
(1920-1928); Episode 4 Brother Can You Spare 
a Dream? (1929-1941); Episode 5 Warriors and 
Peacemakers (1941-1950); Episode 6 The At- 
tack of the Small Screen (1950-1960); Episode 
7 Fade Out, Fade In (1960-1969). This is defi- 
nitely not a people’s history of Hollywood; it is 
a top-down history that excludes many radical 
and leftist actors, screenwriters, directors, and 
producers. Also, the discussion of The Birth of a 
Nation (1915) and Gone With the Wind (1939) in 
this documentary lacks any real analysis on race, 
gender/sexuality, and representation that these 
pictures deserve. Nevertheless, this is must-have 
for all cinephiles! 


MICHAEL 


http://selaroda.bandcamp.com/ 





Galena — Grave News For You 
(SANITY MUFFIN) 

Cloudy nighttime waveforms swell within sub- 
terranean corridors... a maze of labyrinthine 
layers and sculptured sonics creates bionic tonic 
for open heads. Previously only available as a lim- 
ited edition cassette, now sounding even better 
on LP!!! 





SOUTHWEST 
CHAMBER MUSIC 


2011-2012 
25th Anniversary Season 


TEN FREEDOM 
SUMMERS 

PARTS 1,2&3 

by Wadada Leo Smith 
(world premiere) 


SOUTHWEST CHAMBER MUSIC 
& GOLDEN QUARTET 
OCTOBER 28-30, 2011 

REDCAT 

in Walt Disney Concert Hall 


CAGE 2012 

a celebration of the 
centennial 

of composer 

John Cage 


Japanese American National Museum 
Art Center College of Design 

Pacific Asia Museum 

Colburn School 


25TH ANNIVERSARY 
COMMISSIONS 

New works by Unsuk Chin, 

Charles Wuorinen, Vu Nhat Tan, 

Lei Liang, Hyo-shin Na, Anne LeBaron, 
Gabriela Ortiz and others 

MAY 9-24, 2012 

Colburn School 


WWW.SWMUSIC.Org 
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Jozef Van Wissem - The Joy 


That Never Ends (iMPorTANT) 

A fantastic album of captivating pieces for both 
10 and I3 course lute featuring masterful playing 
from this Dutch experimentalist. Truly beautiful 
and deeply affecting, especially in a live setting. 


Barn Owl - Ancestral Star 
THRILL JOCKEY) 

Deep chasms of desert soundscapes, echoes of a 
prehistoric past. From dark shadows, occasional 
hafts of blinding light emerge, then drift off again 
into vistas of mythic mystery. 


Gkfoes Vjgoaf — The Joy of 
Awakening (INNER ISLANDS) 

Meditative atmospheres and peaceful vibrations 
from this California-born free spirit who cur- 
rently resides in Melbourne, Australia. A lovely 
way to start your day or just infuse it with a little 
extra sonic love. 


Mountains — Air Museum 

(THRILL JOCKEY) 

Another fine record of ambient bliss from this 
Brooklyn duo. More synth-centric than previous 
albums, yet still organic and warm in every way. 


Date Palms — Of Psalms 

ROOT STRATA) 

Cosmic ambient drone epics built on a basis of 
electronic tamboura and glacial basslines, with 
various textures including synths and bits of vio- 
lin layered on top. Slow, deliberate music that 
allows the listener to sink into a state of stasis 
with it... 


Amon Tobin — [sam (NINATUNE) 
Another truly massive statement from this 
Brazilian-born sound artist who now resides in 
Canada... I’m always blown away by the amount 
of sonic detail in his work, and this LP is no ex- 
ception. It seems like there’s an even greater 
focus on texture this time around, and the dark, 
cinematic vibes of past work are refined to per- 
fection without sacrificing his unique rhythmic 
sensibilities or superior programming skills. Ap- 
parently, he’ll be touring with a full audio-visual 
interface to create an immersive multimedia ex- 
perience. Can’t wait to see that! 


Gang Gang Dance - 


Eye Contact (4AD) 

Another fine album from these NYC retro-fu- 
turists.As much as | would still love for them to 
make God’s Money Part 2, their continued path 
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toward a more accessible sound continues with 
this album that transcends their influences and 
is uniquely them. For heavily rhythmic and occa- 
sionally ethereal post-modern rock music with 
a dark, experimental edge, it doesn’t get much 
better than this. 


Akron/Family - <bmbz> 

(DEAD OCEANS) 

The companion piece to their fine full-length 
2011 studio LP (S/T Il:The Cosmic Birth and Jour- 
ney of Shinju TNT, also on Dead Oceans), this is, 
on the surface at least, a remix album of sorts. 
At the core, it is a collaborative effort between 
the band and several friends who have radically 
reworked elements from the proper album 
to create a sprawling double LP of tracks that 
stretch way beyond the usual A/F fare and into 
some far out abstract sound-art weirdness. On 
this level, it’s pretty great. It was also an experi- 
ment in regards to the way listeners perceive 
an album in the age of the internet, with many 
of these tracks purposefully leaked by the band 
in advance of the real LP in an effort to create 
a sense of confusion and mystery in eager fans. 
On this other level, it’s nothing short of brilliant. 
And they’re still amazing live... if you haven’t seen 
them yet, you’re missing out. 


Young Montana? — Limerence 
(ALPHA PUP) 

Debut album from this 20-year old UK producer. 
A surprisingly mature, eclectic fusion of varied 
electronic rhythms and textures. Recommended 
for fans of Prefuse 73 and Flying Lotus, though 
| actually like this much more than anything I’ve 
heard from FlyLo... expect big things from this 
cat in the near future. 


tUnE-yArDs — Whokill (44D) 

After her charming lo-fi debut Bird Brains a few 
years ago, this new album is a big step forward in 
terms of both songwriting and production, and 
a really great off-kilter pop record. She’s got an 
amazing voice and excellent control over it... 
even sounds a bit like African pygmy singing at 
times, which is a huge plus in my book. Live, she 
masterfully loops herself playing ukulele and 
singing and drumming... definitely catch her if 
you get the chance. 


Panabrite — several releases 


on various labels 

Panabrite is the project of one Norm Chambers, 
a Seattle resident and synthesizer specialist. His 
music is beautiful and futuristic,a warm cocoon 
of effervescent melodies and cascading cyclical 
rhythms. | bliss out to his tapes all the time and 
never get bored with them, and I’ve probably 
listened to his music more than anyone else’s 
during the first half of 2011. Lots of his releases 
are available for download at his bandcamp site 
(http://panabrite.bandcamp.com) for either free 
or cheap. Highly recommended for lovers of 
synth based music! 


Antonionian — Antonionian 
(ANTICON) 

Former drummer/multi-instrumentalist from 
Subtle and 13 & God steps forward with his first 
solo offering of eclectic electronica laced with 
traces of soul and indie-rock. This short album 
of catchy tunes and excellent production has got 
me already looking forward to more from this 
talented musician. 


Seven Feathers Rainwater — 
15 Apple Magicians (MOONDIAL) 


An excellent album of psychedelic pop music 
by these folks from Salt Lake City, Utah. Lots 
of spacy shimmer and dreamy drones make this 
one a fantastic auditory adventure. A little bit 
like Animal Collective but mellower and more 
overtly spaced out and trippy. Great for sunny 
nature walks and late-night stargazing. 


Tip: 

Again, some of my favorite music from the first half of 
2011 was made by friends of mine and performed at 
houses and warehouses in Oakland, Berkeley, and San 
Francisco. | am thankful for the continued inspiration | 
find through the many folks | meet and interact with on 
my musical journey, both inside and outside this wonderful 
record store. 


Please continue to support Amoeba and other local and 
independent businesses.We won’t be here much longer if 
people keep downloading everything for free and ordering 
stuff online instead of coming in to a real store with real 
people. Buying music online is the equivalent of sending 
US jobs overseas. Sure it’s cheaper initially, but what about 
the long-term implications on our economy and the hole 

it leaves culturally in a community when a record store 
closes. 


Also, please stand up to corporations who seek to control 
the corrupt political and economic systems in this country 
and beyond. Get involved, fight the injustices you see in the 
world, and strive to have a positive impact on the world 
each and every day. Live your dreams, share your gifts, and 
treat everyone with love and kindness. 


RAMO 


| be pricing Hip Hop and stuff... 


Sims — Bad Time Zoo (DOOMTREE 
RECORDS) 

From the outset, Bad Time Zoo hits you with its 
meaning or “theme” with the back-to-back songs 
“Future Shock” and “Burn It Down.” “...Is this 
what we're working for?/Feeling that hole with 
goods, what’s good/But the chokehold ain’t local 
no more/It’s global and closing its doors.” (FS) 
and “Everyone stepping sideways, to the cheap- 
est sleight of hand/play to your weakness, see 
the darkest side of man/and it’s up to you, sup- 
ply those hallowed dreams/or make your own 
Halloween, so how ’bout that?” (BID) His lyrics, 
filled with thoughtful questions and comments 
about us as people and the reality in which we 
live, are laced with frustration and anger, as well 
as hope and promise. The light at the end of the 
tunnel, if you'll allow some cheese please. All 
this without seeming preachy. Of course, the ac- 
companiment of completely banging production 
from the unassailable Lazerbeak certainly helps 
in this regard. In fact, every beat is so damn ri- 
diculous. “Lavabanger” after Lavabanger as they 
have recently been dubbed. From the title track 
to the anthemic “Too Much” featuring PO.S. to 
my favorite hype-track “Radio Opaque,’ the mu- 
sic is both hard hitting and refreshing. The CD 
is a beautifully packaged digipak with really cool 
artwork and great ink, paper and print quality. 
And if you like-a-the-wax like | do, it’s a 2xLP ina 
gatefold and comes with some cool inserts and 
a digital download code. It’s a one time pressing 
and limited to 500 copies.Amoeba Berkeley was 
lucky enough to get a handful in the store and 
most went pretty fast.As | write this it looks like 
there are still a few out there. Seek it out... and 
fill your hole with goods. So what’s good? High- 
est Recommendation! 


PS. — Look for the Doomtree music videos on- 
line. They are creative and well done.Also, | hear 
a new Doomtree album is in the works. Enter 
Pavlovian response. 
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Wiley -— 100% Publishing (gic 
DADA RECORDINGS) 

UK Grime Kingpin Wiley (a.k.a. Eskiboy) is a frig- 
gin’ genius. No hyperbole. The man has created 
the majority of grime riddims out there and has 
consistently defended his top spot from would- 
be bad men for years, even after “retiring.” The 
Roll Deep veteran’s latest addition to his already 
massive library is nothing short of neck-breaking 
awesomeness. Top-notch production coupled 
with his effortless lyrical savvy provides an amaz- 
ing energy of sound and commentary, proving 
that he is still the man blazing trails for the Lon- 
don grime scene. Completely written, produced, 
vocalled, and recorded (save for one guest spot) 
by him, it’s not hard to see why I’m gushing here. 
As | write this, the album is only available as a 
digital download and European CD/LP release. 
North America and Amoeba Berkeley will get 
both versions July |9 (or very soon thereafter). 
Highest Recommendation! Big up Bow E3! 


Acid Reign — Diversity (UNcomM.- 
MON RECORDS) 

Project Blowed mainstays Gajah and BeOND 
flexpertly display those chopping skills for which 
they are known. (Yes, | said flexpertly.) And dope 
production from a posse of dudes including EQ, 
Re4rm, Bornagen Baldwin, Nasa, and many oth- 
ers drive the listener through a “diverse” as- 
sortment of sound. The first track, “We Do It 
All” featuring Myk Mansun and DJ Ethos blends 
what sounds like an East Asian influence with 
the fast-paced drum break and chorus chants 
common to the boom bap.And that title serves 
as a promise to what the rest of the album has 
to offer. “Kiss Ass” featuring DJ Casey provides 
the punk punch, while “Babalu” aptly shakes with 
Latin flavor. One of my favorite tracks, “Fantas- 
tic 4” featuring Neila and Myka 9, has a kind 
of freestyle friendly beat which the F4 stretch, 
force, torch, and clobber in true superhero 
fashion. The highlight of Diversity is definitely 
the posse cut “Créme de la Blowed.” Just the 
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title alone should send any Blowdian fan to cop 
this. In addition to the acidic duo, appearances 
include Nga Fish, AceyAlone, Rifle Man, Olmeca, 
Abstract Rude, and Myka 9. Plus, the last track 
is a remix of “Creme.” Despite being burned to 
CDRs and packaged in your basic cardboard 
slipcase, the price point is very reasonable and 
the music succeeds in sating that thirst for the 
chop. Mmmm, rhymechops... 


TOKiIMONSTA -—- Creature 


Dreams 12” (BRAINFEEDER) 

Jennifer Lee a.k.a. TOKiMONSTA’s Creature 
Dreams is aptly named. Dreamy digital produc- 
tion colored with her trademark uniqueness 
sends the listener on a mind-trip only she can 
provide. This 12” EP contains seven tracks of 
blissful electronica with interesting cover art- 
work that seems to complete the package. 
Crushingly beautiful music by a crushingly beau- 
tiful and talented individual. Recommended! 


Yelle -— Safari Disco Club \v2 
RECORDS) 

| became an instant fan of Yelle after hearing 
the song “Tristesse/Joie” from her debut album, 
Pop-Up, at a house party a few years ago. There’s 
just something about her voice, the electro- 
pop production and the happy bounce most of 
her music has that draws you in and keeps you 
hooked. As a French speaker | also enjoy her 
lyrics—songs about life and death, relationships, 
drugs, but all sounding like one big happy party. 
So even if you don’t understand what she’s going 
on about, you can still bob your head to her in- 
fectious anthems. Personally, | can’t wait for the 
vinyl version to hit the US. 


Blueprint — Adventures in 


Counter-Culture (RHYMESAYERS ENTER- 
TAINMENT) 

Delivering an adventurous push of sound and 
fury, the Columbus, OH native ain’t playin’. 
The album fuses Rock, Electronica, Soul, and 
Hip-Hop to form a colorful eargasm of social 
commentary and downright creative artistry. 
Even the CD and LP packaging gives the music a 
perfect visual representation of what you’ll find 
inside. Songs like “Go Hard or Go Home,” “Au- 
tomatic,’ and “My Culture” are great examples 
of this creativity. And songs like “Wanna Be Like 
You” and “The Rise & Fall” dress social and life 
commentary with a backdrop of inventive musi- 
cal production. Like electric waves washing over 
parts of your brain.A solid album with moving 
compositions and intelligent lyrics, this has been 
one of my rotating favorites this year (especially 
after seeing his in-store performance at Amoeba 


Berkeley!). The vinyl is 2xLP picture discs with a 
CD booklet insert and a digital download code. 
They are currently on sale at Amoeba Berkeley. 
Go get it. Do it. Trust me. Or obey me. Either 
one. Highly Recommended. 


Blue Sky Black Death — Noir 
(FAKE FOUR INC.) 

BSBD’s back catalog is heavy. Well, it just got 
heavier. Fourteen beautifully named tracks of 
dreamy, spatial instrumentals (with singing on 
a couple tracks) that can fill the air with anx- 
ious suspense, dramatic storytelling, or melodic 
thoughtfulness. Truly another cinematic offer- 
ing from Mr. Kingston and Young God. The Fake 
Four fam is on fire! 


D]j Drez and Trae Sevn - 


Chapters of EZ Sevn (say IT LouD 
RECORDS) 

Doctor EZ, another Blowdian, teams up with 
bassist Trae Sevn for this mellow and vibey brew 
of production, live drums and bass, sprinkled 
with guest appearances by X-Parallel, Zaire 
Black, Living Legends and others. Groovy and 
melodic but far from sleepy, the sound ranges 
from reggae to jazz to soul, sprinkled with many 
other deftly masked styles, some songs reminis- 
cent of early Freestyle Fellowship. Still sounding 
like a Hip-Hop record, this album could easily 
be filed in the World Fusion or even Electronica 
sections. This is a great backdrop to summer- 
time backyard BBQs or a chill out session in 
your living room or dinner with the wifey. Pack- 
aged in a nicely printed digipak with lovely art- 
work. Namaste. 


Maker & Joe Beats — Falcon By 


Design (FIELDWERK RECORDINGS) 

A limited edition LP on red vinyl, Maker and 
Joe Beats each get a side to display their deft 
handiwork of instrumental magic. Maker’s side 
feels like a love letter to classic Golden Years- 
era Hip-Hop, with breaks and vocal samples 
spread across experimental shifts in melodies. 
Joe Beats also shows his love for that timeline 
with similar styles but with an added dash of 
jazz and blues riffs. Each providing five tracks 
of their own model, the album still sounds like 
one package. Super nice beats for any occasion. 
Recommended. 


Oddisee — Odd Seasons 

(MELLO MUSIC GROUP) 

Four previous EPs respectively representing the 
four seasons on one release for the first time. 
Mostly instrumentals with a few rhymes scat- 
tered across the calendar, the sound is as varied 


as the seasons.We start with beat-heavy Autumn 
for eight tracks then enter Spring’s playful notes 
and melodies. Summer serves up hot and heavy 
funk rhythms, while Winter brings the cool with 
smoky jazz samples and drum breaks.A fun foray 
into conceptual sound, Oddisee’s production al- 
ways delivers. CD is a neatly packaged digipak 
with simple art references for each season. Vinyl 
is 2xLP with bonus 7”. Yay for extras! 


Tech N9ne -— All 6’s and 7’s 
(STRANGE MUSIC) 

All juggalos aside (and | cannot stress that 
enough), the Mid-West chopper Tech N9ne 
has consistently put out hard hitting and very 
personal music for years now. Professing him- 
self to be an unedited and painfully open book 
to his fans, he tends to blend an underground 
ethic and flow style with mainstream gang- 
sterism (albeit a pseudo form) and theatrical 
displays of his views and experiences with life, 
love, death, sex, drugs, fans, beef, music, family, 
and the kitchen sink. He effortlessly switches be- 
tween good and evil, seemingly playing the roles 
of both angel and devil on his own shoulders. 
This dichotomy may be too much for those who 
don’t know him as an artist, as the songs cover 
the gamut of that spectrum. “He’s A Mental Gi- 
ant,’ “I Love Music,” and “Mama Nem” project 
that positivity and brand of love he so often 
injects into his music, while “Am | Psycho/?,’ 
“Cult Leader,’““Pornographic,” and “So Lonely” 
allow him to get the darkness off his chest, also 
common to his repertoire. Then there are chop- 
style heavy tracks like “Technicians,” “World- 
wide Choppers,” and “F**k Food” that deliver 
what Tech is well known for. Eighteen tracks and 
a handful of bearable skits, with guest appear- 
ances by B.O.B., Yelawolf, Twista, Busta Rhymes, 
Lil Wayne, Big Krizz Kaliko, Snoop Dogg, E-40, 
Kutt Calhoun, Big Scoob and many more, All 
6’s and 7’s is just straight up KC.MO at its fin- 
est. Artistically packaged in a digipak case with 
a thick booklet of photos and lyrical excerpts. 
Don't be Mitch Bade... get this banger! Highly 
Recommended. 





MUSIC WELIKE »%& Fall/Winter 2011-2012 28 


| Frever-4 a 
World Famous Eyewen 


THE LEADING PROVIDER 
OF EYEWEAR FOR FILM 
AND TV FOR FOUR 
DECADES. 


YOU'VE SEEN US 
NOW 
WE WANT TO SEE YOU. 


FIND OUR RARE 
COLLECTION 
OF VINTAGE EYEWEAR 


IN 
PASADENA CA. 


45 W. GREEN STREET, 
91105. 


GET UPDATES AND 
LATEST PROMOTIONS: 
FACEBOOK.COM/OLDFOCALS 


As seen in 


MADMEN 


Thanks for 3 great seasons! 
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Zavala (of Dark Time 
Sunshine) — Vessel 


Instrumentals (FIELDWERK / FAKE FOUR) 
Dark Time Sunshine’s (Zavala and Cape Cowen, 
aka Onry Ozzborn) Vessel is a creative and in- 
spiring album released in 2010.And 2011 brings 
us the instrumentals to that album on vinyl.Very 
dope beats on opaque white wax with a beau- 
tiful cover to match. Any vinyl or beat junkie 
should go out and grab a copy of this! Highly 
Recommended! 


Tip: 

If you “download” it and like it, please support the artist 
by popping into Amoeba and buying it.And oh yeah, “E-Lit, 
Green Hornet guy, line 3! E-Lit, line 3 is for you.” 





ROB 
VERTIGO 


Rock Floor Headmaster/ 
Interweb Disaster. 





Reatards — Teenage Hate 


(Reissue) (GONER) 

Tragically, a posthumous double reissue of some 
crucial "Tardisms.” Why buy it again, asks the nilly 
fanboy? For the bonus full-length record com- 
piling two ultra-rare, barely heard demo tapes! 
More pickle bucket & bedpost drumming than 
your soft skull is accustomed too. GET IT. 


Human Eye —- They Came From 


The Sky (SACRED BONES) 

Remember that time when HAWKWIND re- 
corded a TWINKEYZ cover LP (with Helios 
Creed standing by) at Deniz Tek’s Australian 
home studio? Neither do |. But I’m glad they 
caught that shit on tape! Like the “Million Dol- 
lar Quartet” of the future-past & proto-weird. 
Drugzzz from space... 


ia Cut- Throats Nine (1972) 
— Directed by Joaquin Luis 


Romero Marchent 

Finally available via Code Red DVD. Double 
feature with the lesser (yet entertaining) Joshua 
(1976). Cut-Throats Nine (aside The Great Silence 
and Django, Kill!) is possibly the best violent 
action-er the Euro-wranglers had to offer. It’s 
about time people stateside started to take no- 
tice of the films Leone DIDN’T have his hands 
in... Great stuff! 





im Machete Maidens Unleashed! 
(2010) — Directed by 
Mark Hartley 


The folks who made the eye-popping Aussie- 
sploitation doc (Not Quite Hollywood) come back 
‘atcha with another world cinema overview: The 
Philippines. Movers and shakers of the celluloid 
jungle spew forth nuggets of golden information 
alongside clips and snips of Mad Dr. of Blood Is- 
land, The Losers, Big Doll House and everything else 
they can squeeze into a tight 90 minutes! Even 
the production designers of Apocolypse Now spill 
some beans... yee-ouch. Again, expertly edited 
and fun as hell to watch. Comes with a bonus 
disc of The Muthers... sweet Gina! 


ia Nightmare In The Damaged 
Brain (1981) — Directed by 


Romano Scavolini 

Total childhood fave of — gut-busting 
guttertainment(c)!| Dumb-as-a-stump | slasher 
flick that gives you very little in the suspense 
department, but makes up for its shortcomings 
(the acting/the editing/the everything) in its mur- 
der set pieces and buckets of blood! This crap 
sits proudly next to my Pieces and Dr. Butcher 
M.D. discs.Ahhh... the ’80s. How much does the 
human brain weigh? 


GG KING - Esoteric Lore 

(ROB’S HOUSE / SCAVENGER OF DEATH) 

Greg King (of the CARBONAS fame) brings 
along a few friends for a drunken druggin’ week- 
ender and re-invents his (borderline) power pop 
past as the entire Killed By Death/Bloodstains 


compilation catalog! No sound is left unturned: 


Hardcore, noise rock, new wave, art-damaged 
punkers and thuggish stupidity. Pretty shocked 
at how great and varied the numbers are up in 
here. 


Pink Reason — Shit [In The 


Garden (SILTBREEZE) 

Everyone's favorite genre hopping and continent 
roving bummer-punk comes forth with his first 
long player since 2007. Brooding junk-rock and 
blown-out cough med slurs. For fans of cold 
damp rain, Soviet Union hardcore, Wisconsin’s 
90s rave scene and self mutilation... 


ia Cul-De-Sac (1966) - 


Directed by Roman Polanski 
Not sure why it took YEARS for any (ANY) re- 
lease stateside of this early Polanski outing, but 
its time has come. Dark, dark (almost) comedy 
that treads the tides washed up by the isolated 
crime of Knife In The Water and artistic vision of 
Repulsion. Hell, ya even get Donald Pleasence in 
a drag... Lookin’ good Criterion! 


ia The Women In Cages Collec- 


tion aT 1972) — Directed by 
Jack Hill / Gerardo de Leon 

Big Doll House/Big Bird Cage/Women In Cages — 
A Corman/Philippines produced triple feature! 
Outta’ print class-ick sleazies served up in the 
RAW. Jack Hill was one of the best in the busi- 
ness. Buy ’em now or listen to Tarantino rant 
endlessly about ’em later... it’s your call. 


Drugs Dragons - 


The Milorganight EP 12” 

(DUSTY MEDICAL) 

More skewered punk slime and metallic crunch 
from Milwaukee’s finest denim-vested miscre- 
ants. AC/DC, DEAD BOYS & ALICE COOPER 
BAND fans, take note! Midwest rules/West 
Coast drools... 


RYAN STARE 


Amoeba poster boy 


The Ex -— Catch My Shoe 

(TINY MIX TAPES) 

I’m throwing it down now that Catch My Shoe is 
my favorite Ex record and if you are unfamiliar 
with the band, start with it and work backwards. 
It’s aggressive, catchy, driving and simple. You can 
run to it. | saw the Ex open for Fugazi in 1999 
and having little clue as to who they were at the 
time, was blown away by music | wasn’t expect- 
ing to hear in a punk show. They were incredible 
and made me wonder how Fugazi could follow it 
(they did just fine). This new record makes all my 
past memories of the Ex seem like Duplo when 
you could be playing with Lego. 
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P}] Harvey — Let England Shake 
(VAGRANT) 

The last thing you need to hear is another per- 
son telling you how great the new P] Harvey 
record is. All you have to do is turn on NPR or 
go on Pitchfork and everyone is always raving 
for the brilliance of her new record. Let England 
Shake is P] exploring ideas of Nationaism and 
War in a very gripping way. | truly think it’s one 
of her most important records and think in the 
future it will be looked at as one of this year’s 
most important releases. 


Bill Callahan — Apocalypse 

(DRAG CITY) 

Bill Callahan is my Bob Dylan. It always takes 
me a few months to catch up with Mr. Callahan 
when he puts out a new record. Usually about 
six months of kind of throwing it on and I’m not 
sure about it until its time for him to release 
another one. Apocalypse is deep and worth the 
trip. You have any songs that you’ve listened to 
all your life and they seem to make more sense 


to you every year? That’s what its about to me. 


Though it may not be immediate, the truth of his 
songs find themselves in you in years to come. 


TV On The Radio — Nine Types 


of Light (INTERSCOPE) 

Nine Types of Light seems a bit more focused than 
the previous albums. Every band member seems 
to stick to their certain role throughout the 
album. The vocals come from Tunde Adebimpe 
who has turned into a terrifying songwriter 
and his voice bears a confidence that is full and 
dark. | turn to the Kyp Malone songs on Dear 
Science more often but don’t feel a void with 
this new group of songs. There is a tremendous 
amount of restraint in their music like keeping a 
dam from breaking but letting out bit by bit here 
and there until finally the whole thing is just let 
loose. It’s cool. 
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Beastie Boys — The Hot Sauce 


Committie Pt. 2 (CAPITOL RECORDS) 
The Beastie Boys put out a new record. It sounds 
like them and if you like that sound (which | do) 
than you'll be happy to know that they resisted 
the urge to make a record that sounded “‘new” 
and just kept to what they do best. Kanye/Rihan- 
na et al. don’t guest on it. It’s just four intelligent 
guys giving themselves the space to be dopey 
and cool. 


Joe Lally — Why Should I Get 


Used To It (TOoLoTTA) 

This is Joe’s best record and has a momentum 
and drive that the first two don’t quite have. It 
still features his flat honest voice that lends itself 
well to his lyrics which are very much to be paid 
attention to. Joe’s best known for playing bass in 
Fugazi but this new album definitely marks him 
as someone to pay attention to. Check it out! 


Tip: 
O(+-> 


SEAN 
“SHOOTER” 
SOKOL 


Security Overlord // Awesomeness 
(Not necessarily in that order) 





Altar of Plagues - Mammal 
(PROFOUND LORE) 
Epic Post Rock/Black Metal from Ireland. 


Amebix — Sonic Mass (PROFANE 
EXISTENCE) 

This has not been released yet as of this writ- 
ing but it’s the fucking Amebix and it’s their first 
release of new material since 1987. Also look 
out for a three-song |2” EP called Knights of the 
Black Sun coming out before this full-length. If 
this isn’t amazing | give up on life... 


Undergang -— Indhentet af 


Doden (SELF-RELEASED) 
Crushingly brutal Death Metal from Denmark. 


Weedeater — Jason the Drag- 


OM... (SOUTHERN LORD) 
Down tuned bass-driven, groove-filled sludge 
from south of the Mason Dixon line. 


Vastum - Carnal Law 

(SOUTHERN LORD) 

Heavy as fuck crusty death metal. Featuring 3/4 
of Acephalix and members of Saros. 


Acephalix — [nterminable Night 
(SOUTHERN LORD / AGIPUNK) 

Acephalix’s second LP each side featuring the 
tracks from two previously released tapes. This 
album shows them leaning much more to Death 
Metal than Crust. 


Seidr — For Winter Fire 

(FLENSER) 

Amazing doom metal invoking Katatonia’s Brave 
Murder Day as well as Asunder with folk instru- 
menattion and aesthetics. Features Austin Lunn 
from Panopticon. 


Morne — Asylum (PROFOUND LORE) 
Morne’s second full-length of apocalyptic pro- 
gressive crusty doom. 


Kerasphorus — Kerasphorus 


Necronaut 12” 

(NUCLEAR WAR NOV) 

Posthumous release of raging thrashing black- 
ened destruction featuring members of Re- 
venge. 


Ash Borer — Ash Borer 
(PSYCHIC VIOLENCE) 
Cascadian Black Metal 


Tip: 


TOM O 


Blueprint — Adventures In 


Counter-Culture 12” (RHYMESAYERS) 

Mostly what | read about this record (double-LP 
picture disc, nice!) is regarding the retro-futuris- 
tic sound of the production. It’s true this record 
sounds great; like it’s from another planet way 
more advanced than ours that existed thousands 
of years ago. For me, it’s the inspiring lyrics that 
make the record warrant the repeat listens. You 
get to follow Blueprint (it took him five years 
to make this record) while he hits new lows in 
his life and crawls his way out of them with new 
intensity, perspective and focus. | dig it. 


Lumerians — Transmalinnia 12” 
(KNITTING FACTORY) 

When | listen to this | feel like I’m listening to 
a group of people that really know their shit. | 
think a lot of bands have attempted to create 
this album but have missed the mark. These guys 
are dead on and have given life to something re- 
ally special. They are Oakland-based but could 
have come from Germany circa 1971.Weirdest 
thing to me is how cohesive this record is while 
covering so much ground. Cool. Silver Apples, 
Electrelane, Can, Spacemen 3, Olivia Tremor 
Control, Wooden Shjips, Beak> fans will love 
this. 


Big Crux — Big Crux Is A Big 


Funk 7” (iRON LUNG RECORDS) 

What is this?!?! | don’t know! If the Minutemen 
were really into garage rock and from Mexico? 
No, but close. | just read that there’s a new 12” 
coming out soon too! 


Holly Golightly & The 
Brokeoffs — No Help 


Coming 12” (TRANSDREAMER) 
Yup, she put out another one. It’s great like all 
the rest. Seriously, give it a listen. 


Hail Mary Mallon — Are You 


Gonna Eat That? 12”? (RHYMESAYERS) 

Aesop Rock, along with Rob Sonic and DJ Big 
Whiz, do something interesting here; instead of 
using the strength of Aesop’s stage name and in- 
stead of using Rhymesayers to promote the crap 
out of this new release way too far in advance, 
they laid low. Surprise! Here’s a new album from 
one of indie hip hop’s best known rappers with 
Rob Sonic, a great MC and producer in his own 
right, under a new name. The music? An adven- 
turous trip in a direction no one else is taking, 
yet a natural progression for these long-time in- 
novators. 


Jessica Lea Mayfield — Tell Me 


12”? (NONESUCH) 

While | loved Jessica’s first album, I’m glad she 
didn’t repeat herself here on Tell Me. This record 
is much more varied in instrumentation and has 
several upbeat songs. | love how her songs pull 
you in like you have known her for years and her 
adorable Midwestern drawl doesn’t hurt either. 
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NOTES: 


SAN FRANCISCO 








AARON i. 


| mostly listen to electronic music. Sorry... 


6th Borough Project — 


One Night in the Borough 
(DELUSIONS OF GRANDEUR) 

Jesus.Where do | start? This record, written and 
produced Craig Smith and Graeme Clark (aka 
The Revenge), is probably the best record of the 
year. How’s that for a start? Now I'd be lying if | 
said this album is for everybody, due to the fact 
there exists a particular breed of people who 
don’t like to have fun. That breed won't like this 
album.Why not? Well, probably for a number of 
reasons, the main one being that this is essen- 
tially a modern disco record. Now hold on just 
a minute- | know | just wrote the word “disco,” 
but bear with me. If you’re willing to just let that 
bitter, jaded, cool-kid persona (which we all have) 
take a rest for a while, and allow yourself to sink 
into the grooves of this album, you’ll remember 
that music can be, above all things, fun. 


Tip: 

My friend and | have a podcast where we put other 
peoples’ music online and then take credit for it. If youre 
into that kind of thing, visit http://physicsengine.podomatic. 
com, or iTunes search Physics Engine. 


ALLEN 


Listening/loitering stations, R.I.P. 


Tower of Power — 40th Anni- 


versary (TOP RECORDS) 

Frankly, | haven’t even listened to the CD of this 
CD/DVD combo yet, because the DVD by itself 
is pretty damn exciting. The highlights of this 


October 2008 show at the Fillmore — which 
| heard was three to four hours long! — were 
boiled down to this set, featuring past and pres- 
ent members on the band’s best stuff, giving the 
songs extra juice they don’t often get. A great 
band on a special night. 


Kurt Elling — The Gate 

(CONCORD RECORDS) 

He’s earned the reputation as one of jazz’s most 
capable and thoughtful vocalists, but this CD is 
a left turn for Elling as he adapts songs by King 
Crimson, Joe Jackson, Earth Wind & Fire... and 
even the jazz selections boast some unusual 
sources (Marc Johnson, Don Grolnick, Herbie 
Handcock’s pop albums?). The great thing is, it 
doesn’t feel like slumming; he really does give 
these songs fresh, shiny treatments that are fun 
to listen to. 


Weather Report - 


Live in Berlin [975 (a\s) 

The vault mining continues with this CD/DVD 
set from a rarely-documented era of the band’s 
history, with Chester Thompson on drums. Tour- 
ing off of the Tale Spinnin’ album and propelled 
by Alphonso Johnson’s bass grooves, Weather 
Report was well into redefining themselves as a 
funk-driven, song oriented band that could still 
be ferocious on stage. It’s fun to watch Zawinul 
wrestle futuristic sounds out of those old analog 
synthesizers, too. 


AUDRA 
WOLFMANN 


A.k.a. Odessa Lil: 
available for weddings, Bar Mitzvahs, 
séances, and home foreclosures. 


The Black Belles — What Can ! 


Do? 7” (THIRD MAN) 

This debut 7” from Jack White’s “discovery,” 
The Black Belles, features “What Can | Do?,” 
which is also currently being used as the theme 
song for Elvira’s Movie Macabre TV show. “What 
Can | Do?” is a down right minor-chord rocker 
in the vein of Drusalee & The Dead, The Jesters 
of Newport, and other darker denizens of the 
original wave of ’60s garage rock. Listening to 
this all-gal group makes me think this may be 
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the band I’ve been looking for all of my life. The 
flipside is their witchy re-interpretation of The 
Knickerbockers’ “Lies.” Well done. 


Peter Murphy — Ninth (Nettwerk) 
He’s still got it. With a vengeance. 


Dengue Fever — Cannibal 
Courtship (CONCORD) 


P}] Harvey — Let England Shake 
(VAGRANT) 


(J) Venture Bros. Season 4 — 
Directed by Jackson Publick & 


Doc Hammer 

Season four is by far the most complicated and 
insanely weird season yet. Say, what is a “Rusty 
Venture” anyway? 


C) Sherlock: Season One —- 
Directed by Euros Lyn & 
Paul McGuigan 


I’m a little late in discovering this BBC show 
but, thanks to R.W., I’m all about it now! Yes, it’s 
Sherlock Holmes, but you’ve never seen him like 
this before. He and Watson are in modern-day 
London, technology-obsessed and full of con- 
temporary neuroses. 





THE MAN 

OF THE 
HOUR... 

EVERY HOUR 


Shut up, Kaitlin!! 





Face Candy — Waste Age 
Teenland (RHYMESAYERS) 


13 & God — Own Your Ghost 
(ANTICON) 


Doug Stanhope - Oslo - 


Burning the Bridge to Nowhere 
(ROADRUNNER) 
Misanthrope stand-up a la Bill Hicks. 
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BRIAN DAVIS 


The only joy is the joy of duty. 
Work... work... work... 
www.briandavisvoice.com 


The Rosebuds - 


Loud Planes Fly Low (merce) 
Melancholy sophisti-pop. 


Danger Mouse & Daniele 


Luppi Present — Rome (capitol) 
Italian soundtracky twang, strings, and pointy 
bass. 


Chad VanGaalen - 


Diaper Island (sus Pop) 
One-man psych-pop action. 


Crystal Stilts — In Love With 


Oblivion (SLUMBERLAND) 
Dark pop slathered in reverb. 


Girls Names — Dead To Me 
(SLUMBERLAND) 
C86 revivalism from Belfast. 


Candi Staton — Evidence: 
The Complete Fame Records 


Masters (KENT) 
48 tracks of genius southern soul from ’69-’74. 


Mickey Newbury - 

An American Trilogy (DRAG ciTY) 
Three albums and a disc of rarities from under- 
appreciated Nashville singer/songwriter, ’69-’73 
or So. 


DANAMA 


Grouper — AI! A: Alien Observer 


/ Al A: Dream Loss 
(YELLOWELECTRIC) 

Heartbreaking, breathtakingly gorgeous psych 
music. The ghostly, dreamy brilliance of these 
albums have been haunting my world nonstop. 
Timeless music. 


Deathspell Omega — 


Paracletus (SEASON OF MIST) 

A devastatingly heavy, impossibly complex mas- 
terpiece. At this point, it’s hard to believe that 
anyone can top these French black metal kings. 


MV & EE — Country Stash 

(THREE LOBED) 

A landmark album for them. This masterstroke 
touches on so many forms of music. Folk, blues, 
gospel, raga, backwoods boogie jams, kosmis- 
che... the way they infuse everything is wholly 
original and comes as naturally to them as 
breathing. 


KWJAZ - KWJAZ 

(BRUNCHE GROUPE) 

Imagine finding an unlabeled mixtape that’s 
been laying out in the sun for who-knows- 
how-long wherein lies the most mysterious, 
seductive music you’ve (n)ever heard. Narcotic, 
smeary, luxurious grooves... drugged, dubbed- 
out dreamtones... the thing is pure gold. This 
recently out-of-print cassette will be seeing a 
proper vinyl release this summer on Not Not 
Fun. Yes, please. 


Hype Williams - 
One Nation (HIPPOS IN TANKS) 
The coolest band around. Believe! 


Peaking Lights — 936 

(NOT NOT FUN) 

Antena meets Sun Araw in Jamaica. Perfect sum- 
mertime jams. 


Matt “MV” Valentine — 


What I Became (woobsisT) 

A true explorer. He’s made dozens of records 
and this surely ranks among his finest. | simply 
can’t get enough of this guy. 


Elklink - The Rise Of Elklink 
(KYE) 

Truly zonked vocal moves from Graham Lamb- 
kin (Shadow Ring) and Adris Aoyos (Harry 
Pussy). Closely mic’d whispers and stoned mur- 
murs, lots of tape hiss. Genius. 


Evan Caminiti — When 


California Falls Into The Sea 
(HANDMADE BIRDS) 

Stunning guitar devotionals from one of the fel- 
las in Barn Owl. Kinda sounds like Loren Con- 
nors recording an album for PSF in the Califor- 
nia desert. 


Marsen Jules — Nostalgia (oktar) 
Masterful ambient bliss zones. 


Kreng — Grimoire (MIASMAH) 
Gothic, grim, grandiose imaginary soundtrack 
music. 


MV & EE — Hick Smoke 
(MANHAND) 

More way smoked-out psychedelic excess from 
the masters. 


Guitar Mood 2: More Rare 
Instrumentals from the New 
and Olde Worlds - 


Various Artists (REPENT) 
Highly addictive, essential jams. Thanks Andrew 
K:! 


High Wolf — A Guide To 


Healing 7” (BATHETIC) 
Crystal vibrations. 


Black Myth Zone Chant - 


Straight Cassette (WINGED SUN) 
High Wolf’s Screw’d alter ego. Pitched-down 
French monologues over sparse electronics. 


Nitty Gritty — General 


Penitentiary (DUG OUT) 
Another essential dig from the always-on-point 
Dug Out label. Sweet vibes! 
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Matthewdavid — Outmind 
(BRAINFEEDER) 

Abstract, glitchy beats with nice stretches of 
sunbaked ambient haze. 


Dolphins Into The Future/ 
Floris Vanhoof — Neutral 


Bouyancy/Electronic Mantra 7” 
(EXPERIMEDIA) 

Dolphins creates the most drippingly hallucina- 
tory music on the planet. 


BOA SET 
WHORE 


Sometimes bigger is better 


Loudon Wainwright Ill - 


40 Odd Years (SHOUT FACTORY) 

This guy is a national treasure, and his writing is 
as strong now, if not stronger than at any point. 
My only complaint — no songs from last years’ 
10 Songs for the New Depression, one of my faves 
of his... 


Jimi Hendrix — Moonbeams & 


Fairytales (ROCK OF AGES) 

A valient attempt to cover the first 15 months 
of the Experience, from fall of 1966 to Decem- 
ber 1967. A wealth of studio outtakes and ultra- 
rare live performances. Not for beginners. 


Grateful Dead — Europe 772 - 
The Complete Collection 


(DEAD.NET) 
Arguably the zenith of this band’s long and sto- 
ried career. Hippies might have to turn their 
nuggets to gold to afford this, but paradise 
waits... 


Sandy Denny - Sandy Denny 
(UMC) 

Few artists are worthy of such an expansive 
set, but Sandy Denny is one. Her songwriting is 
sometimes overlooked when compared to her 
voice, but not here. Nothing is overlooked here. 
Cheers! 


The Firesign Theater — 

Duke of Madness Motors 

Eighty hours of their radio shows from 1970- 
1972. A goldmine of the gestalt of the era, with 
much riffing on current events of the day, along 
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with the surreal brilliance we know and love 
from these comedic geniuses. 


Tip: 
If you can’t find these in the store, check Amoeba.com! 








DAVID 
JAMES 


Used Product Buyer 


tUnE-yArDs -whokill 

(4AD) 

| can’t believe how much I’ve listened to this 
thing! The grooves are awesome; her singing 
is full-on; and while it’s no longer a one-wom- 
an show, the un-slickness of the production is 
a nice respite from most dance-oriented stuff. 
I’m probably listening to it right now, unless I’m 
listening to... 





Matana Roberts - Coin Coin 
Chapter One: Gens de couleur 


libres 10°? (CONSTELLATION) 

Composed, improvised, cathartic, scary, (occa- 
sionally) soothing, this live performance makes 
me really wish I’d been there. 


Stefon Harris/ David 
Sanchez/ Christian Scott — 
Ninety Miles (concorD) 


Ambrose Akinmusire — 
When the Heart Emerges 
Glistening (BLUE NOTE) 


DIEGOG 


Multi-tasker at Amoeba. 
Bassist/oudist outside of Amoeba. 


Group Doueh —- Zayna Jumma 
(SUBLIME FREQUENCIES) 

Combining the wild electric guitar sound of his 
earlier releases with the (slightly) more polished 
recording quality of his last wonderful (mostly 
acoustic) album, Mr. Doueh and band here give 
us their finest album yet. Imagine Tuareg/Malian 
guitar jams with Arabic flourishes and a heavy 
psychedelic rock guitar tone and you might be 
approaching what you'll hear on this great release 
from the ever-amazing Sublime Frequencies. 


tUnE-yArDs -whokill (4D) 
This amazing one-woman musical tornado re- 
leases her sophomore album and it is even bet- 
ter than the first. Expanding her sound with 
some horns, back-up singers, bass guitar, and 
much better production, Merrill Garbus will 
take you for a ride, musically speaking. With 
songs influenced by everything from Billie Holli- 
day to African music to hip-hop, her stellar voice 
still guides the way. If you need fresh sounds in 
your life, get this. 


Various Artists — A Orillas del 


Magdalena (DoMINo souND) 

Not sure when this came out, but | just heard 
it. A killer collection compiled form Colombia’s 
classic label Discos Fuentes, it focuses on some 
of the earliest cumbia styles from the region 
where cumbia originated. Featuring mostly ac- 
cordions, bass, some horns, great singers, and 
that relentless dance-fever-inducing cumbia beat. 
If you like Latin dance music, you need this great 
compilation. 


Aosoth — [IT (AGONIA RECORDS) 

French black metal is where the weirdness is. 
Coming on the heels of Deathspell Omega’s 
mind crushing Paracletus, Aosoth’s Ill is just as 
intense and out there. The guitar sound comes 
across like a doom band, but the music is all 
insane progressive French black metal. Great 
vocals too. If you like your black metal forward 
thinking and completely mental, you will not be 
disappointed by this. 


Pieces de Viole Books | -3 
Composer: Marin Marais 


Featuring: Jordi Savall 
While this is technically a reissue, this beauti- 
ful box-set combines all five earlier releases of 


© COCONUT WATER 
© HALE CHIPS 

© CAKE « PIE POPS 
© KOMBUCHA ON TAP 


© FRESH CUT FRUIT 
* SEASONAL SALAD 


WHOLE 
FOODS. 


14 Gy: eS ee Ge ae & 


LOCATED ACROSS 
ha ea Ol, 
AMOEBA SF! 

690 Stanyan Street , SF 


415.876.6740 
Open Daily, 8am—10pm 








f facebook.com/WFMHaight 


(t} twitter.com /WFMHaight 
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Marais’ Pieces de Viole, all remastered to perfec- 
tion and with a lovingly detailed book, fitting for 
an Alia Vox release. Backed by first-rate players 
like Ton Koopman, Hopkinson Smith and Rolf 
Lislevand, Savall displays his technical prowess 
and his wonderful command of the Baroque 
aesthetic to bring to life the music of the com- 
poser that made him famous for the soundtrack 
to Tous les Matins du Monde. 


Tip: 
See live music. 


DUNCAN 


TV on the Radio — Nine Types 
of Lights (INTERSCOPE) 


Raphael Saadiq — Stone Rollin’ 
(COLUMBIA) 


ia Inferno (Henri-Georges 
Clouzot’s) (2009) — Directed by 
Serge Bromberg & Ruxandra 
Medrea 


ia Kiss Me Deadly (1955) - 
Directed by Robert Aldrich 


ia Blood & Concrete (1991) - 
Directed by Jeffrey Reiner 


ia Outrage (2010) - 
Directed by Takeshi Kitano 


() Venture Brothers Season 4 — 
Directed by Jackson Publick, 
Doc Hammer 


C) Thundarr: The Barbarian, 
The Complete Series (1980) 


i All Good Things (2010) — 
Directed by Andrew Jarecki 


ia Blow Out (1981) -— Directed 
by Brian DePalma 


ia Cul-De-Sac (1966) — Directed 
by Roman Polanski 


34 «MUSIC WELIKE »% Fall/Winter 2011-2012 





ia Deep Red (Uncensored 
English Version) (1975)- 
Directed by Dario Argento 


Argento’s preferred cut of the film. 


ia The Lady Hermit (1971) - 
Directed by Ho Meng-Hua 
Come for Cheng Pei-pei, stay for the amazing— 
and amazingly gorgeous—Shih Szu and the pos- 
sible source of a key sequence in an Indiana Jones 
film. 


ia FLCL (fooly cooly) (2001)- 
Directed by Takeshi Ando, 
Shoji Saeki, Kazuya Tsuruma- 
ki, Masahiko Otsuka 


Promise you'll never go out-of-print again. 


()Louie: The Complete First 
Season — Featuring Louis C.K. 


EDGARDO 


“Just because you put a cat in the oven 
doesn’t make it a biscuit.” 


im Mnozil Brass - “Das Gelbe 
Vom Ei / La Créme De 
La Creme” (2008) 


(HOANZL) 
This seven-member brass group from Austria is 
truly amongst the highest caliber of music en- 
sembles. Drawing upon classical, jazz, folk, world 
and popular music, Mnozil creates outstanding 
interpretations of familiar and not-so-familiar 
pieces. Their amazing performances incorporate 
virtuoso instrumental playing, vocals, a dash of 
theater and even a little bit of humor. They are 
unique, fun and always entertaining. Highest rec- 
ommendation! Also great are their other videos 


— “Seven,” Das Trojanische Boot” and Magic 
Moments” (All available in PAL & NTSC with 
multi-language subtitles.). 


Ombra Cara 
Composer: G.F. Handel 


Featuring: Bejun Mehta 
(HARMONIA MUNDI) 

A beautiful collection of elegant Handel castrati 
arias performed by countertenor Bejun Mehta 
accompanied by René Jacobs conducting the 
Freiburger Barockorchester. Harmonia Mundi’s 
usual superb production highlights this gifted vo- 
calist’s talent and makes for a musically satisfy- 
ing listen. The bonus DVD provides an insightful 
behind-the-scenes look into the recording plus 
interviews. 


Peoria Jazzband — Smiles 
(IMOGENA) 

Contrary to the name, this group hails from 
Gothenburg, Sweden and has been playing won- 
derful dixieland/traditional jazz for the past 40 
years. This latest release finds the band perform- 
ing a selection of catchy, sunny pieces highlighted 
with occasional female vocals that are simply 
charming. 


Blondie — Live At The BBC 
(EMI/CHRYSALIS) 

This features the 1979 New Year’s Eve con- 
cert at the Apollo in Glasgow, Scotland which 
the BBC had originally broadcast on their Old 
Grey Whistle Test TV show. The CD contains the 
complete concert audio while the DVD has the 
broadcast concert video and also includes three 
selections Blondie did for the Top Of The Pops 
show. Ms. Harry and the band never looked or 
sounded better and the excellent period pro- 
duction makes this a really enjoyable look back. 


ERIN 


Delta Swamp Rock: Songs from 


the South — Various Artists 
(SOUL JAZZ) 
Play this at your next BBQ. 


The Sandwitches — Mrs. Jones’ 


Cookies (EMPTY CELLAR) 
MY favorite band in a city full of great bands 
(that would be San Francisco). 


ia Another Year (2010) - 
Directed by Mike Leigh 


But, then again, | like really talky movies. 


Peaking Lights — 936 
(NOT NOT FUN) 
Happy-making. 


Crystal Stilts — In Love with 


Oblivion (SLUMBERLAND) 
This one makes me wanna dance. Real bad. 


Tip: 
Little Feat album covers. 


GABI 


Jesus with a bun 


James Blake — James Blake 


(ATLAS/A&M) 
Two words to describe his music... dubstep 
soul. I'll give you two more words to describe 


it... fucking amazing! Standing at a towering 6’7”, 
James Blake sits down on the piano to melt your 
heart with soul before turning your eardrums 
inside out with a tremendous amount of bass. 
Carefully woven vocal harmonies slowly dissolve 
into a epic buildup of tightly-knit rhythms and 
synth chords, eventually engulfing you in a com- 
plete wall of sound with Blake’s voice right in the 
center. Having already released several EPs, this 
is the first full-length album for the 21-year-old 
Londoner. Those who haven't experienced the 
rapture of his music (especially in concert) are 
missing out! 


Bon Iver — Bon Iver (jAG|AGUWAR) 
| still cannot get over the quality of For Emma, 
Forever Ago. However, this is an awesome sopho- 
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more effort for Justin Vernon & Co. Much like 
their debut, this new self-titled album uses at- 
mospheric sounds and melodies that paint a 
landscape very much like the one depicted on 
the album cover. Bon Iver demonstrates some 
new changes for the band, including the use of 
a horn section, pedal steel, and a smoother pro- 
duction style. To put it into perspective, Vernon’s 
cabin in the woods has had a bit of a makeover. 


P}] Harvey — Let England Shake 
(VAGRANT) 

Let England Shake delivers a harrowing, emotion- 
al response to today’s problems in the world. 
Frustration and anger pours out of her voice 
and autoharp, building an epic tribute to her 
homeland, one built on bloodshed and battle. 
No song strikes this chord harder than “The 
Words That Maketh Murder-’ P) Harvey has 
captured a feeling unique to this album alone, 
making a digression from her earlier style that 
couldn’t be more positive. 


Fleet Foxes — 


Helplessness Blues (sus Pop) 

Such a beautiful and ethereal second album from 
Seattle-based Fleet Foxes. Robin Pecknold’s sig- 
nature voice leads the pack through a mystical 
presentation of acoustic guitar strums, piano 
chords, cymbal crashes, and vocal harmonies all 
giving a 3-dimensional experience to their mu- 
sic. Much like their self-titled debut, the album 
sounds like you're listening to them in a cathe- 
dral, but replacing the typical prayer calls for a 
modern-day Simon & Garfunkel. 


tUnE-yArDs -whokil lI (44D) 
tUnE-yArDs is the musical brainchild of singer- 
songwriter Merrill Garbus. Having already re- 
leased a sensational debut, Bird-Brains, Garbus 
brings a new flavor to the world of experimental 
R&B.w ho kill is a digression from Garbus’ 
debut lo-fi sound and opens up the sound space 
to reveal a very coordinated back-up band. | 
promise I’m not lying when | say this album is 
simply a lot of fun! 


The Kills — Blood Pressures 
(DOMINO) 

Gritty and bluesy, typical of singer Alison Moss- 
hart.She and guitarist Jamie Hince bring together 
a pumping new album with sinister melodies and 
rhythms guaranteed to make you groove. Signs 
of enjoyment include increased blood pressure 
caused by sudden head-banging. Side effects in- 
clude headache, dizziness, and song-repeating. 
Do not take The Kills if you are nursing, preg- 
nant, or may become pregnant. Contact your 
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local record store if you experience symptoms 
lasting four hours or more. 


Cults — Cults (INTHE NAME OF) 

This band left listeners very intrigued when they 
released the single to “Go Outside” last year. It 
was catchy and delightful. Now we get to see the 
same song as part of a colorful collage making 
up their full-length debut. This self-titled album 
is reminiscent of 1960s pop, but with a modern 
taste of synths, guitars, samples, and outstanding 
production thrown into their groove. 


GABRIEL 


Still crazy after all these years. 


Tyler The Creator — Goblin 


(XL RECORDINGS) 
Tyler the Creator of OFWGKTA is warped and 
magnificent. Has a bit of a Gravediggaz kind of 
feel. 


Tim Cohen — Tim Cohen’s 


Magic Trick (CAPTURED TRACKS) 
He just keeps getting better and better. 


ia America Lost and Found: 

The BBS Story (1968-1972) — 
Directed by Bob Rafelson, 
Jack Nicholson, Dennis 
Hopper, Henry Jagiom & 
Peter Bogdanovich 

An amazing box-set chronicling the output of 
BBS productions. Iconic and obscure, the set is 
guaranteed to please. Head, starring The Mon- 
kees, as well as Easy Rider, Five Easy Pieces, Drive, 
He Said, A Safe Place, The Last Picture Show, and 
The King of Marvin Gardens. Get your late ’60s 
and early ’70s groove on. 


C) Mad Men Season 4 
Who doesn’t want to fuck—or be—Don Drap- 
er? 


Tip: 
www.moholyground.org 








JAMES 
DILLON 


you CAN buy happiness!!! 
www.potatopotato.etsy.com 





Evolution Control Committee 
- All Rights Reserved (sEELAND) 


“By listening to any portion of this musical album 
you accept and agree to be bound by this agree- 
ment and its terms and conditions. You must ac- 
cept this agreement before you can listen to any 
portion of any song on this album. If you do not 
agree to the terms of this license, stop listening 
now. You should refer to the album liner notes 
for the full text of this agreement. But the most 
important part is this: You must not listen to this 
album. In no event will the band be liable to you 
for any incidental, direct, indirect, punitive, actual, 
consequential, special, exemplary or other dam- 
ages including any perceived or claimed infringe- 
ment of your copyrighted material.” 


Earth Girl Helen Brown — 


Story of an Earth Girl 10” 

(FOREST FAMILY) 

Featuring local favorites Sonny Smith of Sonny 
& the Sunsets, Heidi Alexander & Grace Coo- 
per of The Sandwitches, John Dwyer of Thee Oh 
Sees, and Kelley Stoltz. Fantastical! 


Lee Perry and Friends — 
Return Of Sound System 


Scratch (PRESSURE SOUNDS) 

Volume Two of Pressure Sounds’ Lee Perry reis- 
sue catalog inspired by and featuring dub plates. 
In Jamaica they would run off one copy of a re- 
cord that would be played exclusively at sound 
system dances. Just when you thought there 
might be some filler, it is all killer on this release! 
Featuring classic cuts from legendary Jamaican 
artists such as Junior Murvin, Leo Graham, and 
The Silvertones, this is a release that no music 
lover should be without. (Some of the 7”’s have 
b-sides not on the album.) 


] Rocc — Some Cold Rock Stuf 
(STONES THROW) 

This is my favorite DJ. He has put out a bazillion 
mix tapes and beat albums over the years and 
always brings something different to the turn- 
tables. His live sets are something to behold. He 
put out a fully produced |2” a few years ago and 
| have been eagerly awaiting this, his first real al- 
bum. It is not exactly what | expected, but that is 


what you would expect from one of the World 
Famous Beat Junkies. Each album comes with a 
bonus mystery disc. The mystery is that there 
are three of them, collect them all. 


Little Roy — Sliver/Dive 7” 

(ARK RECORDINGS) 

Little Roy is in fine form here with two new 
roots covers of Nirvana songs. Bob Marley once 
sang of a punky reggae party, referring to the re- 
belliousness in both styles. Well, here is a grungy 
reggae party, a sample of a soon to be finished 
full-length album of Nirvana covers by Little Roy. 
This is really great! 


Michael Hurley — Fatboy Spring 
(SECRET SEVEN) 

This summer Secret Seven & Mississippi Re- 
cords will release Michael Hurley’s Fatboy Spring: 
a collection of previously unreleased recordings 
from the early-to-mid-’70s performed with Hur- 
ley’s band Automatic Slim & The Fatboys, plus a 
few songs with Sheriff Mocus & The Derranged 
Cowboys.Another fine Secret Seven record. 


Jonathan Winters - Final 


Approach (UPROAR ENTERTAINMENT) 

If you don’t know by now maybe you should 
mess with it. The funniest man alive. “This CD 
is dedicated to all people with an unusual sense 
of humor.” 


ia Echo Party (2011) —- 
Directed by Tom Fitzgerald 


This is a visual accompaniment to Edan’s com- 
pletely deranged 2009 album Echo Party which | 
reviewed in a previous issue of this rag. Directed 
by Tom Fitzgerald, it is a like hip-hop TV: Carnage 
taken from ’70s and ’80s animation, Indian film 
clips, Hip-Hop and Graffiti videos, and every- 
thing else, mixed in perfect time to the music. 
It is truly amazing. And like the original LP the 
covers of the DVD are hand printed. No two are 
exactly alike. Fanfuckingtastic! 


Tip: 

Be the life of the party with these high quality novelty cel- 
luloid buttons. These beauties provide subjects for pleasant 
jokes and amusing conversation, and thus smooths the way 
to a more familiar acquaintance and cordial friendship. Just 
wear one and watch the effect. www.potatopotato.etsy. 
com Get yours today. 
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JEFF 


Annilation Time — Annihilation 
Time IE (ANKCRIMES) 


Bambu -— Short Changed 
(BEATROCK) 


Dj Revolution Presents... 
Malcolm & Martin — 


Life Doesn’t Frighten Me 
(MILENIA MUSIC/SOULSPAZM) 


MERDOSO — In Silence 7” 
(PRANK RECORDS) 


Dopecharge — Kill Cops Dead 


Doug Stanhope -— Oslo: Burning 


the Bridge to Nowhere 
(ROADRUNNER) 


ia American: The Bill Hicks 
Story (2011) — Directed by 
Matt Harlock, Paul Thomas 


im What Happened on the 
Moon: Hoax, Lies & Videotape 
(2010) 


Marc Canter — Reckless 
Road: Guns N’ Roses and the 
Making of Appetite for 
Destruction (SHOOT HIP PRESS) 


ROOTS MUSIC 
MAVEN 


When S.F. Ruled... Favorite “First Albums”: 

Many bands seem to peak with their first album. 
This was especially noticeable in the psychedel- 
ic-’'60s. Bands would spend years honing their 
sound and writing the songs that got them their 
record deal. Then the album would take off, and 
their bookings and touring would increase, and 
the demands on each member would multiply. 
Also, there’d be more readily available drugs 
and other diversions that contributed to band 


discord. Meanwhile, the record company would 
be expecting a second album recorded and de- 
livered within six to 12 months. It’s no wonder 
that most bands couldn’t duplicate their initial 
recorded success. Here’s my favorite ’60s S.F. 
maiden recordings. Don’t miss any of these. 


Country Joe & The Fish - 
Electric Music For The Mind 


and Body (VANGUARD) 
Very trippy! 


Moby Grape - Moby Grape 
(COLUMBIA) 
Chock full of great songs. 


Sons of Champlin — Loosen Up 


Naturally (capitol) 
A double album of great psychedelic soul. 


Big Brother & The Holding 
Company - Big Brother & The 


Holding Company (MAINSTREAM 
Janis! 


Grateful Dead - Grateful Dead 
(WARNER BROS.) 

The Dead sped all the way through this defin- 
ing album. 


Jefferson Airplane —- Takes Off 
(RCA) 

A great album, but their next album was prob- 
ably their finest. 


Quicksilver Messenger Service 


— Quicksilver Messenger Service 
(CAPITOL) 
Gorgeous stylized psychedelia. 


Santana — Santana (COLUMBIA) 
The beginning of Latin rock. 


Steve Miller Band — Children 


of The Future (c/pitol) 
The brilliant start of a very successful career. 


The Youngbloods — 
The Youngbloods (RCA) 


Local favorites with a beautiful sound. 


Tip: 
Check out my vinyl blog on Amoeba.com, and everything 
vinyl at Vinylbeat.com. 
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JULES 


Demdike Stare - Tryptych 
(MODERN LOVE) 


Andy Stott — Passed Me By 
(Modern Love) 


deep, dark, house music, layers and layers of 
bass 


The Psychic Paramount - Ii 
(NO QUARTER) 


Richard Pinhas — Metal/Crystal 
(CUNEIFORM) 


RAITLIN 


“1 do many things. | span the genres. 
They call me the genre spanner.“ 


C) The Twilight Zone: 
The Complete Definitive 


Collection 

I’ve absolutely love these old Twilight episodes. 
I’m currently in the midst of the fifth and final 
season of Rod Serling’s magical, odd, twisted 
world. From time travel to a genie-in-a-bottle, 
aliens to robots, there is something for every- 
one. Robert Duvall, Agnes Moorehead and 
William Shatner are some of my favorite guest 
stars. 


im Santa Sangre (1989) - 
Directed by Alejandro 


Jodorowsky 

This is a stunningly beautiful visual movie with a 
dark story. With circus performers and religious 
fanatics, a lady with no arms and an elephant fu- 
neral, this film is moving and memorable. 


im The King’s Speech (2010) - 


Directed by Tom Hooper 

Colin Firth, Geoffrey Rush, Guy Pearce, Jennifer 
Ehle and Helena Bonham-Carter... This amazing 
cast comes together to tell an uplifting story of a 
man who never thought he would be king. With 
a stutter and no desire to rule, Albert Freder- 
ick Arthur George (Firth), known to his wife 
as ‘Bertie,’ must assume the throne when his 
brother, Edward VIII (Pearce), abdicates to marry 
an American divorcee. Lionel Logue (Rush) is 
his unconventional speech therapist who helps 
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Bertie overcome his impediment to rule his na- 
tion through the horror of WWII. Forming a 
lifelong friendship, the two men breakdown the 
royal/commoner barrier. | love, love this movie 
and will watch it again and again. 


ia Harry Potter and the 
Deathly Hallows Part I (2010)- 
Directed by David Yates 


I’m a little bit heartbroken that the series is over, 
but damn do | love these movies. I’ve discov- 
ered that if you let the movie play all the way 
through to the end of the credits and let it lead 
back to the menu, the menu will only loop once 
and then the movie will begin playing again... 
This will happen indefinitely until you turn it off. 
It’s quite comforting if I’m feeling sick... Like a 
warm blanket of magic. 


ia Howl’s Moving Castle (2004) 


- Directed by Hayao Miyazaki 
| love, love, LOVE Miyazaki films, and | finally 
saw Howl’s Moving Castle and I’m pretty sure 
| watched it five times in a week. It’s magical 
and funny, touching and whimsical, and better 
with each viewing. | mean there’s a talking fire 
demon, a handsome and mysterious wizard, a 
cursed girl and a moving castle... What more 
do you need? 


Tip: 
Blu-ray really does look better... 


KELLS 


“| feel a hunger/ it’s a hunger...” 


Earth Girl Helen Brown — 


Story of an Earth Girl 10” 

(FOREST FAMILY) 

Crushing hard on this “nomadic folk singer”... 
heady intergalactic feminine mystique a la Meryn 
Cadell’s “The Sweater!” 


Delta Swamp Rock: Songs From 
the South at the Crossroads of 
Rock, Country and Soul - Vari- 
ous Artists (SOUL JAZZ RECORDS) 
Memphis, Muscle Shoals and Nashville meets 


Soul Jazz? Yes, please! Soundtracking my kitchen 
life of late. 


Little Wings — Black Grass (RAD) 
Mellow and magnetic lo-fi folk for soul-surfers 
and backwoods Americanaphiles; treats it kind. 


The Sandwitches — Mrs. Jones 
Cookies (EMPTY CELLAR) 

Fluent in bewitching, containing this year’s “Jus- 
tify My Love” and several beach-country hits. 
Best SF outfit no contest. 


L’orchestre Kanaga de Mopti - 


Kanaga De Moti (KINDRED sPiRITS) 
Singularly mesmerizing, must-have Mali jams. 


West Indies Funk — 


Various Artists (TRANS AIR) 

Caribbean flavor so funky you'll have to order 
out for fungee & pepperpot. Esso Trinidad Steel 
Band’s rendition of the Jackson 5’s “I Want You 
Back” is the jam. 


Grace Sings Sludge — 

Last Year’s Friend 

(SECRET SEVEN RECORDS) 

Home recordings made of all the stuff that Ro- 
mantick Historie requires before a happy ending. 


ia Zazie dans le métro (1960) - 
Directed by Louis Malle 


If Nobuhiko Obayashi’s House is forever camped 
out in your cinematic comfort zone you'll really 
love this! 


ia Topsy-Turvy (1999) - 
Directed by Mike Leigh 

For Criterion, in general, this is very model of a 
modern major reissue. 


Tim Cohen — Tim Cohen’s 


Magic Trick (CAPTURED TRACKS) 
“Season of Fires” 


ia The Wild and Wonderful 
Whites of West Virginia (2009) 
- Directed by Julien Nitzberg 
A year spent with Jesco “Dancing Outlaw” 
White’s family sheds new light on environmen- 
tal and cultural devastation in West Virginia. Two 
middle fingers way up! 


Local Customs: Burned at 


Boddie — Various Artists 
(NUMERO GROUP) 

. or pressed at Boddie and dubbed at Bod- 
die if you seek the LP and cassette issues. A 
rad mix comprised of all kinds of offbeat wtf 
recordings from new faves like: Wicked Lester, 
Slippery When Wet, Berlin West, Los Nombres, 


The Basement, Russell Potter, Donald Eckert, or 
Love For Dollars And Cents. Not familiar? Get 
the net already! 


Tip: 
round about four you gotta clear the lobby 





LUCIANO 





tUnE-yArDs -whokill (4p) 
Recorded in Oakland, CA, tUnE-yArDs sec- 
ond studio album exemplifies the experimental 
sound layers evolving in pop music. While Mer- 
rill Garbus’ androgynous vocal style is the root 
and elegance of this band, saxophone, ukulele, 
drums, and electric bass come together in abun- 
dant texture. Compared to their first album, 
BiRd-BrAiNs, this project is more complete in 
composition; filling every moment, yet still leav- 
ing room for raw melody without missing a jar- 
ring chord. The album tracks are surprisingly 
varied, balancing beats and harmony in dance- 
able brilliance! Put your hand upon my heart, 
feel the beating of the wall. 


I3 & God — Own Your Ghost (An- 

TICON/ALIEN TRANSISTOR) 

Half a dozen years later, Oakland’s experimental 
hip-hop group, Themselves, and German laptop 
pop, the Notwist, collaborated and released 
their second masterpiece. Diving into the very 
nature of producing sound, /3 & God travels 
through scores of music genres creating a rare 
and unclassifiable symbiosis. Like their self-titled 
first project, the fruition is hauntingly nostal- 
gic, hitting just the right notes to trigger your 
evocative soul. Flowing without pause the album 
evolves into a seamless disorder of complex and 
brooding layers. Whether Notwist’s melancholy 
or Themselves’ existential raps, the combination 
moves you deeper into their hypnotic melodies. 
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Secret Cities — Strange Hearts 
(WESTERN VINYL) 

| picked this album by the cover... | was drawn 
by the one-eyed palm tree creature and the in- 
viting psychedelic swamp-like landscape. Secret 
Cities...1 really didn’t know what to expect. | 
played it for the first time crossing the Golden 
Gate Bridge on a zip car at night. It was warm 
outside and this was the perfect music for 
such an occasion... It’s folkish indie rock with 
dreamy harmonious vocals loaded with an el- 
egant amount of reverb and a very interesting 
assortment of sounds that collapse together 
in a colorful and successful album that’s both 
sad and happy. Its uplifting tropical percussion 
blends perfectly with the melancholic melodies 
and lyrics making it a suitable soundtrack for 
late-night bonfires, lazy afternoons and summer 
love crimes. 


Balam Acab — Wander/Wonder 
(TRIANGLE) 

Twenty-year-old producer Alec Koone from 
Pennsylvania delivers one more time a magical 
album. This is more than a collection of songs— 
it's a sound experience where texture and 
moods play an important part. Haunting choral 
vocals over almost ethereal melodies that lead 
to one another in such a soothing way it instant- 
ly becomes mint-flavored ear candy. This album 
tells a story from beginning to end using clipped 
samples, mysterious lyrics and downtempo 
beats. Give this a chance, especially if you liked 
his first EP See Birds... You won't be disappointed 


to see the new places this artist will take you to. 


And if you already like this artist you should ex- 
plore the label for more goodies/gems... bands 
like Holy Other or How to Dress Well. 


Connan Mockasin — 


Forever Dolphin Love 

(PHANTASY SOUND/BECAUSE MUSIC) 

Connan Mockasin is like a slow sunset drive 
through rolling country hills—on acid. This Ki- 
wi-now-cockney project has ebbed and flowed 
membership through six years, now trimmed to 
the solo project of mastermind Connan Hos- 
ford. His fifth album, Forever Dolphin Love is re- 
leased under the experimental UK rock label 
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Phantasy Sound. The heavily influenced tracks 
morph through trippy, euphoric, even warped 
riffs; all laced with morbid, childlike vocals and 
echoes. The result is dreamlike and indefinable. 
Hosford’s self-proclaimed show-tunes are com- 
pletely psychedelic; none as varied and delicious 
as the 10-minute title-track. For a prime exam- 
ple of Connan Mockasin’s collaborative talent, 
look into the Michael Jackson cover,“Remember 
the Time!” 


Grimes / d’Eon —- Darkbloom 
(HIPPOS IN TANKS/ ARBUTUS) 

Each complimenting a side, d’Eon and Grimes 
released their LP on a 12” vinyl and CD. While 
both have particular and somewhat similar hyp- 
notic quality, each moves distinctly through their 
glo-fi/lo-fi-bedroom-pop. 


Side |- High and frivolous vocals like the strato- 
spheric falsettos only Mariah could influence, 
Grimes sends you shivering down melody lane. 
Its moody textures are mysterious and feminine 
with an underlying creep factor; like witch house 
sounds waking up ethereal beasts. 


Side 2- After last year’s LP, Palinopsia, d’Eon takes 
us back into wistfully synoptic ’80s synthpop. 
The beats are trancy and catchy with soulful ry- 
thyms. Heavily filtered vocals and simple melodic 
lyrics are dated and dark, yet the album is reso- 
nant and completely pop. d’Eon influences are 
pushing him beyond every genre.“ guess that’s 
just the price you have to pay for transparency.” 


MATTHEW 
DUNLEY 


| study the bass playing of 
James Jamerson and the harmony of 
Duke Ellington. 1 love the planned chaos 
of Charles Mingus and the persistent 
fire of John Coltrane. 


John Coltrane — 


A Love Supreme (IMPULSE) 

John Coltrane is to music what Shakespeare is 
to literature. His records should be played and 
studied in every school by all. 


Lightnin’ Slim — Rooster Blues/ 


Bell Ringer (EXcELLO) 
Please someone reissue these Excello records! 
They are pure genius. 


im Rope (1948) — Directed by 
Alfred Hitchcock 


Two men strangle another man, put his body in 
a trunk, then proceed to host a party with the 
body hidden inside while trying desperately to 
keep their secret. 


The Soda Jerks — The Soda 
Jerks 


East Bay power-pop trio making people dance!! 


Tip: 
Check out The Soda Jerks!! 


MICHELLE 


R. Kelly — Love Letter (jive) 
he’s the best 





BIG K.R.I.T. — Returnof4Eva 
(SELF-RELEASED) 


The Weeknd —- 


House of Balloons (sELF-RELEASED) 
sexy lovemaking music 


James Blake — James Blake 
(UNIVERSAL) 


Twin Shadow - Forget (44D) 
Tracks # I, 2, I | 


Ride — Nowhere [20th 
Anniversary Edition] (RHINO) 


ESG — Dance to the Best of ESG 
(FIRE) 





NICROCNITE 


“| hate listening to people’s dreams. It’s 
like flipping through a stack of photo- 
graphs. If I’m not in any of them and 

nobody is having sex, | just don’t care.” 


City and Colour - Little Hell 
(VAGRANT RECORDS) 

The third album from singer/songwriter Dallas 
Green is the best one so far. He switches up his 
usual acoustic/indie style with a few tracks con- 
taining electric guitar. He has one of the most 
beautiful, heart-felt voices ever. When he sings, 
it hits your core and could possibly bring you to 
tears with the power of his lyrics. For me, this is 
the best album of the year and if you checkout 
any of my recommendations, let it be this one. It 
will not disappoint. 


Nicolas Jaar — Space Is Only 
Noise (FRCX) 


tUnE-yArDs -whokill (4p) 

The coolest-most-funky-badass record I’ve 
heard in a while. I’m completely obsessed! The 
music soothes the soul and makes it want to 
boogie. If you love this album, check out their 
first one called BiRd-BrAiNs. It’s beyond amazing. 


Salem — King Night (iAMsoUND) 

I’m a bit behind the curve on this band. Their 
album King Night came out last year and | wasn’t 
aware how bizarre and amazing they are.A new 
style from a new band. They have sick beats with 
eerie, hushed vocals. 


James Blake — James Blake 
(UNIVERSAL) 

This first album from the U.K. native is like po- 
etry from the soul. He has a beautiful, soulful 
voice accompanied with heavy bass lines. He is 
a pioneer of the new subgenre of post-dubstep, 
so it’s not the stereotypical kind of dubstep... 
it’s better! 


RACHEL W. 


() Louie: The Complete First 


Season 
Louis C.K’s articulate rage and befuddlement 
translates nicely into this set of surreal half-hour 
odysseys.A Curb Your Enthusiasm sweater turned 
inside out. 
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ia Fish Tank (2009) — Directed 
by Andrea Arnold 


Teeneged Mia is growing up in a housing proj- 
ect in nowheresville Britain. Her only outlets 
are hip-hop dancing and encouraging conver- 
sations with Mom’s new boyfriend. Things get 
real strange but not in the way you’d expect— 
by dealing with tricky subject matter in a calm, 
pragmatic way, Fish Tank avoids going for shock 
value and instead creates a strange and memo- 
rable story about a girl learning about how to 
behave. 


ia Laws of Gravity (1992) —- 
Directed by Nick Gomez 


If Martin Scorsese and John Cassavetes had 
fought themselves a film baby it would look 
and smell like Laws of Gravity. A personal favor- 
ite finally being issued on DVD-R by Warner 
Archives: petty crooks in Brooklyn who are 
constantly, constantly fighting in a way that’s 
enthralling. And a cast riddled with soon-to-be 
Sopranos favorites. 


13 & God — Own Your Own 
Ghost (ANTICON) 


ia Christmas in July (1940) - 
Directed by Preston Sturges 


Christmas in July is sure to delight Sturges fans 
(and non-fans) alike.A late-Depression charmer 
starring Dick Powell as a tenement dreamer with 
eyes on the boardroom. Not to be missed! 


No Statik — We All Die in the 
End 12” (PRANK) 


Seasoned Bay Area hardcore musicians that 
know what the fuck they’re doing: playing killer 
live shows and making damn good records. 


Doug Stanhope - Oslo: Burning 


the Bridge to Nowhere 
(ROADRUNNER) 

Our spoken word section! Full of used treats to 
keep you company on long road trips—where 
else can you find Paul Bowles reading “‘Shelter- 
ing Sky,” a lecture on the Israel-Palestine conflict, 
and Henry Rollins’ Get in the Van all for under 
$25? 
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ROBERT 
EDWIN 
HAINES 


Still out of give a fucks. 


Fucked Up — David Comes To 


Life (MATADOR) 

The newest LP from the Toronto juggernaut is a 
70-plus-minute concept album of careening or- 
chestral guitars & singer Damian’s usual throat 
shredding guttural vocals wrapped around the 
band’s finest set of melodies to date. Softer 
female vocals & monster overdubs add to the 
hardcore cacophony laid down by the most 
restless & adventurous band in modern punk 
rock. 











Deep Sleep — Turn Me Off 
(GRAVE MISTAKE) 

Super melodic Descendents-inspired hardcore 
from this Baltimore unit. Building on the ground- 
work laid by their earlier 7” releases this debut 
LP delivers the kind of classic 1982-style punk 
rock the kids are starving for. 


Reatards — Teenage Hate (Gone) 
Posthumous re-release of the finest LP by the 
late Jay Reatard’s teenage punk rock shitstorm 
band The Reatards. Eighteen tracks of sweat, spit, 
blood & pissed out vinegar provide the sound- 
track for the parent killing fantasies of drug ad- 
dled worthless teens everywhere. Includes the 
previously cassette only FUCK ELVIS HERE’S THE 
REATARDS as a bonus disc. 


Sebadoh —- Bakesale (sus Pop) 

The second best LP of 1994 (after Guided By 
Voices’ masterpiece Bee Thousand) is now the 
second best re-issue (after The Reatards’ Teen- 
age Hate) of 2011. Mid-’90s summer bummer 
jams like “Skull,” “Magnet’s Coil” & “Not A 
Friend” sit alongside pissed off anthems like “Li- 
cense To Confuse,’ “Shit Soup” & “Drama Mine.’ 
The secret weapon on this LP is the emergence 
of bassist Jason Lowenstein as a songwriter of 
the first rank to compete with Lou Barlow’s 
usual self-pity party pooper jams. Essential! 


RYAN 


cheizubey 


Burnt Friedman & Jaki 
Liebezeit — Secret Rhythms 
Vol. 4 (NONPLACE) 


Bombino — Agadez (CUMBANCHA) 
This artist can also be seen in the documentary 
Agadez, The Music & Rebellion. 


Persian Funk — Various Artists 
(SECRET STASH) 


Yma Sumac — Miracles (omn)) 
Post Manson Sumac, will scare the cat. 


ia Trash Humpers (2009) — 


Directed by Harmony Korine 

If this is your thing you may also enjoy the short 
film, Umshini Wam featuring Die Antwoord. VBS 
TV on the interwebs. 


Tip: 
Check out the documentary shorts on AljazeerEnglish.net. 








MURPHY 


Irish drinker, jewish thinker, 
cashier manager, budding stand-up 
comedian. 


OFF! — First Four EPs 7” vvice) 


| know a few people picked this in the last MWL 


book but | wasn’t in that one. | am in this one. 


So this is too. Because it’s head-explodingly awe- 
some. Attention kids: This is what Hard Core 
sounds like. 


Louis CK — Hilarious 
Without a doubt, Louis CK is my favorite comic 


working today, and once again, he absolutely 
CRUSHES in this hour-long stand-up special. His 
unabashed honesty about his divorce, dealing 
with his two daughters, and just random stupid 
thoughts that go through his head (“why does 
he have a dog phone?...”) are not only hilarious, 
but incredibly touching and relatable. 


() Louie: The Complete First 


Season 

Speaking of which, not since Arrested Develop- 
ment (R.I.P.) has a sitcom so fully delivered in 
its first season. Most sticoms take a season or 
two to find their voice... Parks & Recreation, any- 
one?... But not this one. Awesome right out of 
the gate. 


Mike Birbiglia — Sleepwalk 
With Me 

Mike is one of the best storytellers of any co- 
median working today. Incredibly funny and sad 
at the same time. 


() Breaking Bad: The Complete 


Third Season 
One of the most jaw-dropping sesons of televi- 
sion ever produced. 


SHAYDE 


Pop carnivore. Closet Misanthrope. 


Blaze Foley — The Dawg Years 
(FAT POSSUM) 

Yet another troubled Texas troubadour with the 
ability to bring you to your knees with a song. 
Definitely in line with Townes Van Zant. 


John Maus -— We Must Become 
the Pitiless Censors of 


Ourselves (RIBBON MUSIC) 

“Hey Moon” and “Cop Killer” are the shining 
tracks here. If you are familiar with Ariel Pink’s 
camp then you’ve probably heard of Maus. Don’t 
miss out on this warped pop perfection. 


Eleventh Dream Day - 


Riot Now! (THRILL JOCKEY) 

It’s always inspiring when a band that’s been 
around for 20 some odd years can make a 
record with the same urgency as when they 
started. “Cold Steel Grey” sounds like classic 
Mekons R-N-R! 
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Giant Sand - Ballad of a Thin 


Line Man (FirkE RECORDS) 

Excellent re-issue of one of the most under- 
rated albums of the ’80s. The LP is worth the 
$30 price tag. 


ia GG Allin & the AIDS Brigade 
- Live in Boston 1989 (2010) — 


Directed by Merle Allin 

GG incognito at the Middle East in 1989. Excel- 
lent rehersal footage as well. GG in a way that 
you've never seen him. Believe it or not. 


STACEY 


Just tell me what you want. 


The DiSCiIPLINES - Virgins of 
Mendce (sPARK & SHINE) 


Nick Lowe —- Labour of Lust 
[reissue] (YEP ROC RECORDS) 


The Pains Of Being Pure At 
Heart — Belong (SLUMBERLAND RE- 
CORDS/COLLECTIVE SOUNDS) 


Sloan — The Double Cross (yep 
ROC RECORDS) 


The Red Button - As Far As 
Yesterday Goes (GRIMBLE RECORDS) 


SUZANNE 
LEE JAMES 


Stefon Harris/ David 
Sanchez/ Christian Scott — 


Ninety Miles (coNcorD) 

Top-notch players. Killer rhythms. US/Cuba col- 
laboration. Watch for the DVD. 
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Shabazz Palaces — Black Up 
(SUB POP) 


Earl Sixteen — Reggae Sound 


[reissue] (DREAD AT THE CONTROLS) 
Mikey Dread + Scientist + 1981 = awesome 


Dave Mihaly — Eastern Accents 


in the Far West (PORTO FRANCO) 
Subtle melodies and a little free jazz—beautiful 
record. 


Googoosh - Googoosh 

(FINDERS KEEPERS) 

A new collection of some rare ’70s- era tracks 
by Iran’s most famous voice. 


TONY 
GREEN 


Just trying to avoid rotator cuff injury. 








Cults — Cults (COLUMBIA) 
This year’s Best Coast! 


Liam Finn — Fomo (yep Roc) 
Chip offa the old block. 


TENNIS — Cape Dory 
(FAT POSSUM) 


Cass McCombs —- Wit’s End 
(DOMINO) 


3Ds — Hellzapoppin’ 

(FLYING NUN) 

Reissue of one of the best LPs of the ’90s! 
“Outer Space” ruled my world for months! 


Melvin Davis — Detroit Soul 


Ambassador vrs!) 
Thumpin’ early ’60s motor city grooves... 


Tip: 
The Trip! Funny stuff from Steve Coogan (Alan Partridge!) 
See it at the movies y'all. 








VINNIE 
ESPARZA 


Vinnie has been DJing SF clubs since 
1994. He’s currently a resident at 
Free Funk Friday, Hella Tight, Olde Soul, 
Dub Mission, and Koko Puffs. 
www.djvinnie.net 


Cartagena! — Various Artists 
(SOUNDWAY) 

Superb collection of raw, heavy big band cumbia 
from it’s mid-’60s and early-’70s heydey. Essen- 
tial. 


Jim Sullivan — U.F.O. 

(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 

Imagine a left-of-center singer/songwriter meets 
David Axelrod (the producer, not the the politi- 
cian.) Brilliant. 


Tame Impala — [nnerspeaker 
(MODULAR) 

Hard to believe this Australian outfit are prob- 
ably not old enough to drink. The Beatles meets 
fuzz meets big beats. | dunno, | like it. 


ia Best Worst Movie (2009) 
- Directed by Michael Paul 


Stephenson 

Excellent documentary on one of the worst 
movies ever made—Troll 2. One of those “so 
bad, it’s genius” things. 


Lloyd Miller & the 


Heliocentrics — OST (strut) 
Superb jazz release of the highest caliber. Fans 
of “spiritual jazz” take note. 


VISIT MUSIC 


AN INTERACTIVE 
MUSIC EXPERIENCE 


* Explore nearly 200 musical genres 


*® Record with famous producers 
and songwriters 


*® More than 25 original music films 
and 400 rare artifacts 


* Educational and inspirational 


GRAMMY 
MUSEUM 


AT L.A. LIVE 


VISIT US 

Downtown Los Angeles at 
Olympic Blvd. & Figueroa St. [Ope 
Mon-Fri 11:30am - 7:30pm keg 
Sat-Sun 10am - 7:30pm 


TICKETS 

available through Ticketmaster.com 
and the Museum Box Office. 
Groups (10+) and Educational 
Programs, Call 213.765.6800 


WWW.GRAMMYMUSEUM.ORG 


of The Recording Academy® and are used under license. 
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Trade up to new sights and 
sounds or allow us to pay you 
cash for your unwanted items! 
We make house calls! 

For more info, check out 
Amoeba.com/sellstuff 
or call your local Amoeba! 





— gee = ee ee = —— as a Se i ee 


BERKELEY - 2455 TELEGRAPH AVENUE - (510) 549-1125 HOLLYWOOD - 6400 SUNSET BOULEVARD - (323) 245-6400 
SAN FRANCISCO - 1855 HAIGHT STREET - (415) 831-1200 AMOEBA.COM/SELLSTUFF * COLLECTIONS@AMOEBA.COM 
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NOTES: 


HOLLYWOOD 





AARONA. 


Buyer, step-dad, master of Pugs. 


Call Back the Giants — Call 
Back the Giants (Kye) 


Bleak, British electronics are the best. 


Vicki Leekx — Vicki Leekz Mix- 


tape (SELF-RELEASED) 
The most fun record ever, somehow made by 
M.I.A. and given away for free. 


Deerhunter — Vox Celeste 5 7” 
(SUB POP) 

The only band that matters released the only 7” 
that matters in a super-limited edition. Luckily, | 
got one for my birthday. 


Demdike Stare — Triptych (Mop- 
ERN LOVE) 

More dark electronic music from the UK. The 
vinyl is out of print, but you can get all the tunes 
in this box. 


LCD Soundsystem — London 


Sessions (DFA) 

This band had to break up in order for me to 
like them. Everything is played live on this record 
and it rules. 


Alvarius B. — Baroque Primitiva 
(POON VILLAGE) 

Sun City girls had to break up so Alan Bishop 
could make beautiful music again.Also, this is the 
prettiest LP packaging I’ve seen in years. 





ANDREW 


Dead in a web 





Bleached — Francis 7” (00GA 
BOOGA) 

The totally rad sisters of Mika Miko, Jessie and 
Jennifer Clavin have struck again! Think The Run- 
aways with a little Wipers influence, and you’ve 
got yourself Bleached. Super catchy rock & roll 
songs to suit your summertime needs. Francis 
is the group’s first release with an upcoming EP 
Carter this summer, so make sure you be on the 
lookout for that! It’s going to be awesome! 


Tearist — Living: 2009 - Present 
12” (PPM) 

If you have yet to experience Tearist, you are 
totally missing out! Living: 2009-Present is a docu- 
ment of the band’s live performances captured 
and recorded for you to keep at home. In a sea 
of modern electronic music, Tearist are making a 
great name for themselves. With rightful reason, 
they are a force to be reckoned with, which can 
truly be found in their captivating shows. Get 
into it! 


Austra — Feel it Break 12” 
(DOMINO RECORDS) 

Austra’s Feel It Break just might have to be my 
favorite release this year, thus far. Feel It Break 
is one of the most beautiful electronic albums 
from start to finish. Incredible dark, dancey pop 
songs that are backed by one of the most stun- 
ning voices in music right now. For the fans of: 
Zola Jesus, Cold Cave, Light Asylum. Alternative 
music’s call for a modern Siouxsie and the Ban- 
shees might have just been answered. 


Comadre — Mixtape Vol. 5 
Comadre is one of my favorite hardcore acts. 
Mixtape 5 showcases new unheard tracks from 
Comadre, Punch, Loma Prieta, Ghostlimb, and 
various others. In an effort to help support Ja- 
pan, these punk heavyweights have banded to- 
gether to bring meaning back to unity and sup- 
port. So awesome! 


Iceage — New Brigade 12” 
(WHAT’S YOUR RUPTURE?) 

When | thought | lost hope in punk music, | was 
shown lIceage. Fast punk songs in the light of 
Warsaw. Super into it. 
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ESG — Family Bizness 12” 
Crass — Penis Envy (crass) 


Gang of Four — Content 12” 

(YEP ROC) 

Legends of post-punk have struck again. But you 
already know this! 


Christian Death — Only Theatre 
of Pain (Reissue) (PHANTOM) 


James Pants — James Pants 
(STONES THROW) 


The Slits — The John Peel Ses- 


SIONS (HUX RECORDS) 

Rest in peace forever Ari Up. John Peel Sessions 
captures The Slits in their most raw and ram- 
bunctious state. Jams like “Vindictive” and “Love 
und Romance” will keep you dancing around 
your bedroom until your legs fall off. 


Thursday — No Devolucion 
(EPITAPH RECORDS) 


Trap Them - Darker Handcraft 
(PROSTHETIC RECORDS) 


Led Er Est — May (CAPTURED TRACKS) 
Gloomy & Raw.All things that | love in my dance 
music. Thanks Led Er Est for bringing it. May is an 
awesome EP. It will satisfy your darkwave needs, 
for sure. 


Converge / Dropdead -— Split 


7”? (SELF-RELEASED) 
Holy smokes! My two favorite names in hard- 
core making a split together, nothing is better. 


Tip: 
Three One G. 
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BENNETT 


Jill Scott — The Light Of The 
SUN (WARNER BROS.) 


Delta Swamp Rock - Sounds 
From the South: At The 
Crossroads of Rock, Country & 


Soul — Various Artists 
(SOUL JAZZ RECORDS) 


Cartegena! Curro Fuentes & The 
Big Band Cumbia and Descarga 
Sound of Columbia 1962-1972 - 


Various Artists 

(SOUNDWAY RECORDS) 

Another great compilation from the golden era 
of Columbian music from Soundway Records. If 
you like the classic Big Band Cumbia sound from 
the early days of Discos Fuentes then you will 
absolutely love this collection. Soundway con- 
sistently releases some of the best compilations 
and represses of African & Latin American music. 
Highly Recommended! 


Kid Gusto — BSTRD BTS #14 


Promo Only I 2” (estRD BTs) 
Forthcoming release from DC native/LA resi- 
dent Kid Gusto—True Grooves label head, D}, 
Producer & Multi-instrumentalist. lve been a 
fan of Kid Gusto’s work since | first heard the 
DC Funk crew demo in 2003. This 12” has four 
smokin’ hot edits of Latin tunes. There’s not a 
bad track on here. Limited Promo Only release, 
so if you see this one you had better act fast.An- 
other great addition to the BSTRD BITS series. 
BIG Up! Check out his full-length album titled 
KG Originals for a diverse collection of global 
grooves or peep some of his other promos at 
http://soundcloud.com/kidgusto 


Toy Selectah — Mex Machine 


| 2”? (MAD DECENT) 

Veteran Mexican music producer Toy Selectah’s 
first 12” for Mad Decent explores several styles 
of Latin music fused with heavy drums. Toy Se- 
lectah has a unique take on Latin club music. 
This EP has a heavy Baltimore Club. My favor- 
ite tracks are “Ani Riddim,’ which might appeal 
to fans of UK Funky or Tropical Bass, and “Half 
Mex Half Columbian Bandit.’ For fans of Digital 
Cumbia, Raverton, Moombahton, and releases 
from ZZK or Bersa Discos (tip—check out his 
killer Chicha edit from Bersa Discos #5 titled 
“Lamento En La Jungla’). 


C)Treme: The Complete First 
Season 


ia If God Is Willing and da Creek 
Don’t Rise (2011) — Directed by 
Spike Lee 


Brazil Bossa Beat!: Bossa Nova 
& The Story of Elenco Records, 


Brazil — Various Artists 
(SOUL JAZZ) 


Bossa Nova and the Rise of 
Brazilian Music in the 1960s — 
Various Artists (SOuL JAZZ) 


Ocote Soul Sounds — Taurus 
(EIGHTEENTH STREET LOUNGE RECORDS) 


i Los Viajes Del Vinto 
(The Wind Journeys) (2009) - 
Directed by Ciro Guerra 


Tip: 
My Soundcloud: http://soundcloud.com/djbennett-amoeba 


Follow me on Twitter: @turtlemack 





BRAD 


Craft Spells — Idle Labor 
(CAPTURED TRACKS) 





Pictureplane — Thee Physical 
(LOVEPUMP UNITED) 


Zombi — Escape Velocity (RELAPSE) 


The Raveonettes — Raven in 
the Grave (vice) 


Holy Ghost! -— Holy Ghost! (pF) 


Det Vackra Livet — Det Vackra 
Livet (LABRADOR) 


Seapony — Go With Me 
(HARDLY ART) 





John Maus -— We Must Become 
the Pitiless Censors of 
Ourselves (RIBBON MUSIC) 


Bon Iver — Bon Iver (jAG|AGUWAR) 


Cold Cave —- Cherish The Light 
Years (MATADOR) 


Tip: 
read my blog....www.amoeba.com/brad 


BRIAN G. 


Glasvegas — EUPHORIC /// 
HEARTBREAK \\\ (co_umeia) 


Glaswegian shoegazers Glasvegas retreated from 
the gray skies of Scotland to the smog-choked 
and usually-consistent weather of the California 
coast to record their sophomore album EU- 
PHORIC /// HEARTBREAK \\\ (yes, all caps with 
slashes). The change of scenery and addition of 
frequent sunshine (as well as the departure of 
original drummer Caroline McKay and addition 
of Jonna Lofgren) didn’t do much to the band’s 
sound—if anything, they've gotten a wee bit 
darker and stripped away much of the girl-group 
harmonizing of their self-titled debut (even lead 
singer James Allan’s thick Scottish accent is less 
discernable here). The anthems are still pres- 
ent, though less chest-beating than “Go Square 
Go!” or “Geraldine,” as on the should-be-singles 
“Dream Dream Dreaming” and “You,” the for- 
mer with its cascading riffs and hearty swell of 
feedback, and the latter with its melancholic sky- 
scraping and strained chorus; the dreamy first 
single “Euphoria, Take My Hand,’ and the tower- 
ing, thunderous “The World Is Yours.” The album 
closes with the sparse piano ballad “Change,” 
which features James Allan’s mother’s spoken- 
word outro (she delivers one of the album’s 
most stunning lines, “Before you change for me... 
change for you”), but perhaps the album’s best 
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moment is track |0,“Lots Sometimes,” a seven- 
minute classic Glasvegas anthem that builds in 
intensity as Allan recites lovelorn and heart- 
broken stanzas (after the song fades out, the 
sounds of typewriter-tapping and tidal ambience 
nestle with a group of friends singing “Happy 
Birthday’ —it’s the musical equivalent of looking 
through a box of old pictures and all swells of 
faded memories). EUPHORIC /// HEARTBREAK \\\ 
is a beautiful album every bit as awesome as the 
first, and just as stubborn, confused, pompous, 
aching, ethereal, and funereal as its title implies 
and then some. 


R.E.M. — Collapse Into Now 
(WARNER BROS.) 

R.E.M.: Athens’ favorite sons...they came, they 
saw, they conquered. Then they got older, wiser, 
and more confident. Somewhere along the way, 
their popularity in America waned, but they re- 
mained consistenly brilliant (2001’s Reveal and 
2004’s Around The Sun are NOT the incred- 
ible missteps they’re notoriously known to be). 
2008’s Accelerate was a blast of post-punk guitar 
rock that harkened back to and updated the 
band’s Lifes Rich Pageant and Document albums, 
and three years later, R.E.M. unleashed Collapse 
Into Now—the album they could’ve made in their 
heyday (it would’ve fit perfectly between the 
dated chamber pop of Out Of Time and the bona- 
fide masterpiece Automatic For The People). From 
the Eastern-tinged opener “Discoverer,” the 
high-energy “All The Best” and “Alligator_Avia- 
tor_Autopilot_Antimatter,’ and the very-R.E.M. 
ballads “Uberlin,” “Oh My Heart,“ and “Me, Mar- 
lon Brando, Marlon Brando And |,’ this is R.E.M. 
in classic mode—“old hat” without sounding 
old. Other highlights include the building anthem 
“It Happened Today” (featuring vocals from Ed- 
die Vedder), and the show-stopping closing track 
“Blue.” The song combines the painful crawl of 
“Country Feedback” and the spoken-word fe- 
rocity of “E-Bow The Letter,’ backed by Patti 
Smith’s shadowy vocals. It’s all dreamy and in- 
tense, damned and dark, with some of Michael 
Stipe’s best poetry—until the song fades to a 
reprise of “Discoverer’’s coda and the album 
comes full circle to its bright beginning. Collapse 
Into Now finds the band just as thrilling and pro- 
fessional some 30+ years from its incarnation, 
still making some of their life’s best work. 


Cat’s Eyes — Cat’s Eyes (PoLyDor) 

Cat’s Eyes is the duo of Faris Badwan (from 
goth-punk/neo-shoegazers The Horrors) and 
Rachel Zeffira, a classically-trained opera sing- 
er and multi-instrumentalist. How this pairing 
came to fruition one can only guess, but what a 
knockout debut—the sounds of ’60s girl-group 
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harmonies (the opening track), Broadcast- 
meets-Stereolab subtle-noise assaults (“The 
Best Person | Know’), Spectoresque string 
orchestration (“The Lull’), Eastern instrumen- 
tation (“Bandit”), hymnal ballads (“I Knew It 
Was Over,’ which Cat’s Eyes performed at The 
Vatican earlier in the year), and psychedelic key- 
board and organ riffs throughout—all constitute 
a thrilling, albeit brief, retro-fied experience. 
The drone metal-copping “Sooner Or Later” 
does mildly stick out like a sore thumb amidst 
all the sugary-sweetness and gold, but even that 
pure gold belies the blue—a vast majority of the 
lyrics sound like break-up songs--but what you 
have here is a wonderfully rich and impressively 
gorgeous first album. 


C) Rocko’s Modern Life - 
Season One (1993-1994) —- 


Directed by Joe Murray 

At long last, an official 2-disc DVD release of 
my favorite cartoon when | was a kid...Rocko’s 
Modern Life. The show ran from 1993 to 1996 on 
Nickelodeon, and followed the misadventures of 
an Australian wallaby named Rocko, who lives 
his adult life in O- Town with his friends—a steer 
named Heffer, and a turtle named Filburt—his 
dog Spunky, and his frog neighbors—the ornery 
Ed Bighead, and his wife Bev. The show was in- 
credibly adult for a kid’s show, filled with sexual 
innuendo and grown-up predicaments, most of 
which I’m sure | didn’t grasp at seven years old, 
but there’s such a lighthearted spirit to Rocko 
that makes every episode thoroughly enjoyable 
and ultimately rewatchable. The only drag about 
Shout! Factory’s release is some of the shows 
are the broadcast edits (apparently the only 
masters of the show remaining are the ones cut 
for TV), but it’s such a minor issue; I'll take this 
release over nothing any day! (And hopefully 
they get on releasing Seasons 2 and 3, pronto!) 





CAROL 


The Witches — A Haunted 


Person’s Guide To The Witches 
(ALIVE RECORDS) 


The Cramps — Psychedelic 


Jungle 12” (ViNiuisssimo) 
180 Gram re-issue 


The Cramps — Songs The Lord 
Taught Us 12” \ViINILisssimo) 


180 Gram re-issue 


Dex Romweber - /s That You 
In The Blue? (BLOODSHOT RECORDS) 


Little Fish — Wonderful 7” 
(ESTUPENDO UNIVERSAL RECORDS) 


Marianne Faithfull — Horses 
and High Heels (naive) 


Nick Lowe - Old Magic 
(YEP ROC) 


Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 


— Let Love In (MUTE) 
CD+DVD 


ia Lemmy: 49% Motherf**ker, 
51% Son Of A Bitch QOT1) - 
Directed by Greg Olliver and 
Wes Orshoski 


Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 


-— Murder Ballads (Mute) 
CD+DVD 


Nick Cave and the Bad Seeds 


—- The Boatman’s Call (mMuTE) 
CD+DVD 


Exene Cervenka — 


The Excitement of Maybe 
(BLOODSHOT RECORDS) 


Left Lane Cruiser — Junkyard 
Speed Ball (Ative RECORDS) 






DIDDY WAH DIDDY. 








CARMENA 


ambient / rock / experimental / electronic picks for 
201 1, thus far: 


The Caretaker -— An Empty 
Bliss Beyond This World 
(HISTORY ALWAYS FAVOURS THE WINNERS) 


Nicolas Jaar — Space Is Only 
Noise (ciRCUS COMPANY) 


Tropic of Cancer — Be Brave 
10”? (DOWNWARDS) 


Andy Stott — Passed Me By 
(MODERN LOVE) 


Deaf Center — Owl Splinters 
(TYPE) 


Black Swan — In 8 Movements 
(EXPERIMEDIA) 


Peaking Lights — 936 
(NOT NOT FUN) 


Belong — Common Era 
(KRANKY) 


John Maus -— We Must Become 
The Pitiless Censors of 
Ourselves (UPSET! THE RHYTHM) 


Clams Casino — Rainforest EP 
(TRIANGLE) 
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CODY 


“And Lo, for the Earth was empty of 
form, or void. And darkness was all over 
the face of the deep.And We said: Look 

at that fucker DANCE.“ - p.184 


Thee Oh Sees — Castlemania 

(IN THE RED) 

Oh man, dude. John Dwyer, man of maniacal 
voices, impressive bangs, and a proclivity for 
killer party-down garage funtime dance-rock 
further proves his brilliance (and rampant pro- 
ductivity) with yet ANOTHER kickass Oh Sees 
album. This one’s a little subdued for the man/ 
band, with fewer punk-rock bangers and more 
acoustic singalong-types (though MAKE NO 
MISTAKE: the few bangers totally kill). My un- 
derstanding here is that pretty much the whole 
thing was recorded solely by Dwyer, who chases 
his muse in some wonderfully bizarre directions, 
like, the kinds of directions that lead you to add 
flute and mellotron and broken synths and lyrics 
written from the point of view of a decompos- 
ing corpse other crazy-rad junk. OHANDALSO, 
the band claims that another album (“maybe our 
best yet,’ according to Dwyer) will be out in the 
very near future, which may be the present for 
you, dear reader, since | am writing this in the 
past (I think). And also also they’ve recently re- 
leased a vinyl-only singles compilation, which is 
pretty limited so no guarantee that we'll have it 
but you should get it if we do because it’s great, 
and also also also they’re one of my my favorite 
live bands so go see them play next time they’re 
in town. OK. 


The Stepkids — Shadows on 


Behalf 12°? (STONES THROW) 

OK, so | need to preface this by saying it’s a lim- 
ited-pressing deal, so it may be out-of-print by 
the time you read this, but that’s ok because the 
NEXT single they release is maybe even better 
(it’s called “Legend in My Own Mind” and does a 
whole lot with few elements). Ok but so anyway 
The Stepkids are Stones Throw’s latest white- 
boy soul acquisition, and I’m pretty sure they’re 
gonna be a big deal at some point soon, what 
with the fact that they make great music and 
Stones Throw is awesome. “‘l really like Mayer 
Hawthorne, | just wish it was wayyyy druggier’’— 
You. “Shadows on Behalf” recalls some of the 
great classic soul—all bubbling synths and slick 
basslines and cooing backup vocals and uber- 
melodic verses and midtempo Funky Drum- 
mer drumming. The b-side, “La La,’sounds like 
the opening-credits song to some Great Lost 
1970s auteur flick about inner-city heartbreak. 
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Does that even make sense? Whatever. Oh and 
the vinyl packaging is among the best I’ve ever 
seen (dig that awesome sunburst pattern on the 
disc) (as if you’d expect otherwise from Stones 
Throw), so you LP-junkies can all marvel at the 
lovingly put together packaging while you groove 
on the sounds. And their debut album is tenta- 
tively slated for this August, so if you’re reading 
this and it’s currently August 2011 you should 
buy that record, it’s probably really solid! 


Yellow Ostrich — The Mistress 
(BARSUK RECORDS) 

Yellow Ostrich is some dude from Canada (| 
think) who creates startlingly lovely bedroom 
pop with very few resources. Each song is con- 
structed primarily from looped vocals: the oohs 
and aahs and la la las pile upon one another to 
create the basic structure which is then fleshed 
out with bits of drum and bass and the occasion- 
al guitar or piano. Sweet forlorn lyrics dominate, 
in that precious-but-not-gratingly-so way that K 
Records and the like perfected long ago. This is 
sweet summertime pop at its very best—direct 
and simple and immediate and swoon-worthy 
and constructed so well you barely notice the 
effort put into it. LP-only at the time of this 
writing, but | hear a CD re-release (with bonus 
tracks! you love bonus tracks!) is on its way. 


COURTNEY 


Amoeba veteran & Black Metal 
card slinger. 


Thin Lizzy — Universal Deluxe 


Reissues (UNIVERSAL) 

All the great Thin Lizzy albums have now been 
reissued with previously unreleased material. 
Johnny The Fox, Jailbreak, and Live and Dangerous 
(which comes with a bonus DVD) are remixed 
and remastered by original Scott Gorham and 
Joe Elliott of Def Leppard. Reissues include BBC 
tracks, extended versions of songs & instrumen- 
tals. 


Thin Lizzy — Back on Black 


Vinyl Reissues (BACK ON BLACK) 
ALL REMASTERED!! Deluxe gatefold, 180 gram 
vinyl, limited ed. color. | love Back on Black. 


Queen —- Universal Reissues 
(UNIVERSAL) 

One disc and two-disc versions, all remastered. 
The two-disc versions have live tracks, and spe- 
cial bonus material. You can’t go wrong here. 





Queens of The Stone Age 


— Queens of The Stone Age (R&- 
KORDS REKORDS) 

I’ve been waiting for a good quality version of 
this to be reissued for a long time, so I’m happy. 
The remastering (from the original tapes) on 
this version is positively noticeable. A cleaner, 
more prominent low end, and all around clarity 
has been added (just enough), while maintaining 
all of its fuzzzzzz. Extra beloved tracks are added 
in randomly: “The Bronze” & “These Aren’t the 
Droids Your Looking For” (from the split EP 
from ’98) and “Spiders and Vinegaroons’ which 
was part of the Kyuss/QOTSA split EP (one 
of my favorites on vinyl). A weirdly ugly card- 
board slip-cover was added to the outside (to 
hide bush?2), so it’s kinda of hard to locate on 
the shelf. 


ia Lemmy — Directed by Greg 
Olliver, Wes Orshoski 


Great documentary about Lemmy from Hawk- 
wind and Motorhead. Focuses on the man/leg- 
end himself, without all the ego celebrity fluff. 
Really funny stories from the directors about 
filming, and random rocker stories from musi- 
cians about Lemmy on the bonus disc—the 
“short shorts” story from Scott lan of Anthrax 
is priceless. 


() Breaking Bad: The Complete 
Third Season 


O)South Park: The Complete 
Fourteenth Season 


im The King’s Speech (2010) - 
Directed by Tom Hooper 


ia ! Love You Phillip Morris 
(2010) — Directed by Glenn 


Ficarra & John Requa 

Most people haven’t even heard about this 
movie, probably due to the fact that it’s a little 
unlike any character that Jim Carrey or Ewan 
McGregor has ever played, and a little hard to 
market to families (see: Jim Carrey’s next movie 
about penguins). | really, really enjoyed this dark 
comedy about a gay hustler who meets his soul- 
mate in prison (yes, those two are the couple | 
speak of). My boyfriend and | were laughing hys- 
terically the entire movie, and | think it didn’t get 
the recognition it deserved. It was fun! 


im Tron: Legacy (2010) —- 
Directed by Joseph Kosinski 


CO) The Walking Dead: Season 


One 

A wonderful post-apocalyptic zombie TV series 
based on a graphic novel. The make-up is really 
good for TV, and the characters are have real, 
believable qualities. | can’t wait for Season Two!! 


CL) Weeds: Season Six 


Tip: 
www.darkandsombergreetings.com 


DANIEL 
TURES 


floor manager, fool for the city 


John Maus -— We Must Become 
The Pitiless Censors Of 


Ourselves (RIBBON MUSIC) 

Maus time is now! Intoning lovely, naive, doom- 
laden musings over analog synths and obsolete 
drum machine patterns, this sometime Ariel Pink 
cohort makes like a cyberpop lan Curtis drunk 
on moonlight. Whether frantic or soporific, Mr. 
Maus gives up some of the best music of the 
year. Check it!!! 


Kurt Vile — Smoke Ring For My 


Halo (MATADOR) 

Philly guitarslinger Vile fulfills the promise of his 
first three LPs on this visionary set of tunes. 
Buzzing with layers of gentle strum and riff 
that perfectly frame his Dylanesque stream- 
of-oddness lyrics, every song is great echoey 
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vintage guitar rock somewhere between Sonic 
Youth and Tom Petty. Kurt Vile is ready for his 
closeup! 


Bossa Nova And The Rise Of 
Brazilian Music In The 1960s — 


Various Artists (SOuL JAZZ) 

Soul Jazz makes my life better with every new 
compilation they release. This is a masterful 
double-disc selection of great lesser-known 
recordings from the pioneers who took tra- 
ditional samba, and bebopped and futurized it 
into the gloriously optimistic and creative style 
known as bossa nova. Lovely flowing mini-sym- 
phonies of percussion, guitar and woodwind, 
buoyed by passion smoldering just below the 
smooth surface and the wonderfully winsome 
voices of Wanda Sa, Dorival Caymmi, Elis Regina, 
Jorge Ben and more. The text and photos of the 
excellent accompanying booklet help to ground 
these songs in their moment in Brazillian history. 
Mas mas mas! 


Trojan Presents: Rock Steady — 


Various Artists (JUNO RECORDS) 

Such a great summertime set of pure Jamaican 
easy rockin’ soul grooves from the classic era! 
Rock Steady hits a perfect mid-tempo sweet 
spot, right in between the frantic flail of ska and 
the stoned heaviness of reggae, and with singers 
like Hopeton Lewis, Derrick Harriott and the 
Ethiopians on the mic, all is sweetness and light. 
Two discs of essentials! 


Gang Gang Dance - 


Eye Contact (4AbD) 

These kids exceed all expectations on one of 
the loveliest, most epic & emotional records 
of the year. Gorgeously layered Cocteau/ 
Bjork/’80s/tribal creations build and flow into 
a grand symphony of weird, soaring pop that'll 
blow you away. 


Cass McCombs - Wit’s End 
(DOMINO) 

One of the great underappreciated indie rock 
auteurs, McCombs has a hypnotic, edgy voice 
and lyrics that are at once mythic, true and 
strange. Ethereal folk with an undercurrent of 
postpunk despair, and the directness & melodi- 
cism of Sam Cooke or Tim Hardin. 


Chico Mann - Analog Drift 

(WAX POETICS) 

When he’s not playing guitar for modern Afro- 
beat juggernaut Antibalas, Marquitos Garcia IS 
Chico Mann, kicking some fresh electro-cumbia 
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casio beats for Wax Poetics. Hip, blippy, groovy, 
funky, fresh future Latin sounds for a blunted 
planet. 


Smith Westerns - 


Dye It Blonde (FAT Possum) 

Yeehoo! This Chicago garage-punk combo kicks 
up a perfect glammy summertime bubblegum 
noise on their sophomore slump. Ten perfect 
tracks of hazy riffs and sha-la falsettos to getcha 
movin’! 


Toro Y Moi — Underneath The 


Pine (CARPARK RECORDS) 

Mr. Chaz Bundick steps out of the chillwave 
shadows on this fully-fledged masterwork, using 
a grand, lovely sound pallette of pianos, chimes 
and percussion to paint his eurodisco mall- 
rock love jams. The tunes are finely crafted and 
transcendent, with nods to Belle & Sebastian, 
Stereolab, etc., while retaining that special TyM 
wooziness o’course. !!! 


High Llamas -— Talahomi Way 
(DRAG CITY) 

Sean O’Hagan & co. emerge every couple 
years with another elegant seaside knockout 
of a record, a timeless chimey romp through 
the sounds of Smile-era Beach Boys and acid 
Bacharach. As always, impeccably arranged with 
strings, woodwinds, moog and harpsichord for 
maximum time traveling comfort! 


Destroyer — Kaputt (MERGE) 

Dan Bejar’s ninth and maybe best album as De- 
stroyer perfectly channels the sound of late-’70s 
AM soft rock to frame his world-weary, darkly 
observed tales. The keys and sax solos take it 
to a gorgeously painful level of future nostalgia, 
somewhere right in between the Pet Shop Boys, 
Magnetic Fields, Bryan Ferry and Ariel Aink. 
Smooth, dissolute and mind-blowingly great! 


Tip: 
Coming soon: LEFT BANKE reissues on Sundazed!!! 





DAVE 
CUNNINGHAM 


www.catorce.net 


Soviet League - Soviet League 
(ANGEL OVEN RECORDS) 


Radiohead — King of Limbs 
(TBD RECORDS/ATO) 


Panda Bear — Tomboy 
(PAW TRACKS) 


Fleet Foxes — Helplessness 
Blues (suB Pop) 


Wye Oak - Civilian 
(MERGE RECORDS) 


GOMEZ 
COMES 
ALIVE! 


Latin music buyer & sometimes 
world music nerd 
Read my blog | write for Amoeba.com: 
Los Angeles Me 
www.amoeba.com/blog/contributors/ 
los-angeles-me 


Chancha Via Circuito — 
Rio Arriba (ZZK RECORDS) 


L’Orchestre Kanaga De Mopti 


- L’Orchestre Kanaga De Mopti 
(KINDRED SPIRITS) 


Los Tigres Del Norte - 
MTV Unplugged (UNIVERSAL) 


Bossa Nova And The Rise Of 
Brazilian Music In The 1960s — 
Various Artists (SOuL JAZZ) 


EI Sonido De Tupac Amaru - 
Various Artists (MASSTROPICAS) 


Googoosh - Googoosh 
(B-MUSIC/FINDER’S KEEPERS) 


Michi Sarmiento — Aqui Los 
Bravos (SOUNDWAY RECORDS) 


Angel Canales — Sabor (Fania) 


The Echocentrics — 
Sunshadows (uBiQuity) 


Fela Kuti — Vinyl Box Set #1 
(KNITTING FACTORY) 


FURN. 


XXX 


Trap Them - 


Darker Handcraft 
(PROSTHETIC RECORDS) 


Baptists — Baptists 
(SOUTHERN LORD) 


Foundation — When The Smoke 
Clears (BRIDGE NINE) 


Touche Amore - Parting The 


Sea Between Brightness And Me 
(DEATHWISH, INC.) 


Dum Dum Girls — He Gets Me 
High EP (sus Pop) 


ima Primal Scream - 


Screamdelica DVD 
(EAGLE ROCK ENT) 


Crystal Stilts — In Love With 
Oblivion (SLUMBERLAND) 


The Men — Leave Home 
(SACRED BONES) 


Wire — Red Barked Tree 
(PINK FLAG) 


Glasvegas — Euphoric 
Heartbreak (co_umsia) 
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MUSIC BOOKS 
AVAILABLE AT SOUP! 
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2 by Adam Bratley bial noe 


¢ Pat Mens GU HAD ME A REALYTT 


my GOOD TIME: 
JOE MEEK: TH THE FACES. 


BEFORE, DURING &| e 


COLTRANE ON TINT mae 


<3) COLTRANE: THE 
JOHN COLTRANE fied 

H INTERVIEWS 

soteeees by Chris Devito 


a _ A RUNAWAY bteuka med 8 


# hy Cherie Curried) John Einarson 


i RETROMANIA: 


POP CULTURE'S 
AT MALS BUNNY MUNRO Urath u 


OWN PAST 
by Simon Reynolds 


A HANNES 


SCHMID 
ROCKSTARS 


by Hannes Schmid 


CRAZY TRAIN: THE Ip 
| HIGH LIFE AND 
Ea SHUN reacic DEATH OF 


PACK BULL 
by Tony iy) a 
Nourmand BFS Le 


ena DAVID 


i Me BOWIE: 


Fi 
Bob Mould hy ANY DAY NOW 
Mould 


Bob by Kevin Cann atete te 


BOOK SOUP BOOKSTORE e 310.659.3110 
8818 Sunset Blvd. ¢ West Hollywood, CA 90069 
www.booksoup.com e info@booksoup.com 
"Bookseller to the Great and Infamous" 
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Cold Stare — Fight Back And 
Win (SORRY STATE) 


Jesu -— Ascension 
(CALDO VERDE RECORDS) 


Joe Lally — Why Should I Get 
Used To It (DISCHORD RECORDS) 


True Widow —- 


A.H.A. T.H.H.A.F.T.C.T.T.C.O. T.E. 
(KEMADO) 


Beady Eye — Different Gear, 
Still Speeding (BEADY EYE RECORDS) 


Young Prisms - 
Friends For Now (kANINE) 


Drainland — And So Our 


Troubles Began 
(SOUTHERN LORD) 


Soul Search — Bury The Blame 
(TRIPLE-B RECORDS) 


Mogwai — Hardcore Will Never 
Die, But You Will (sus Pop) 


New Lows - Harvest of the 
Carcdss (DEATHWISH, INC.) 


iceage — New Brigade 
(WHAT’S YOUR RUPTURE?) 


Cult of Youth —- Cult of Youth 
(SACRED BONES) 


David Lynch — Good Day 


Today/!I Know 
(SUNDAY BEST RECORDINGS) 


Owen — O’ Evelyn (PoLyviNnyL) 


Noose -—- /[t’s Your Time 
(REACT! RECORDS) 


Tip: 

[2XU / Third Uncle / Martin Atchet / Rob Moran / Daniel 
Sant / Linas Garsys /Tru Pray / Dallow. Spicer. Pinkie. Cubitt 
/...1 Care Because You Do / Shoplifting in a Ghost Town / 
Dying For It / Garlands 


FIONA L. 
MACRAY 


If someone doesn’t fight me I'll have to 
wear this armor all my life. 
~ Jack Spicer 


iu Made In U.S.A. (1966) - 


Directed by Jean-Luc Godard 
Quite unknowingly | picked up Made In 
U.S.A. after a few moments of perus- 
ing the Criterion Collection shelf. | 
shamelessly judged the film by the 
cover and decided it would probably 
be worth a watch—and who could 
blame me with a pop-art cover de- 
voted to the perfection that is Anna 
Karina! Having never seen a Godard 
film before | hadn’t any expectations 

or any introductions as to the nature of his 
work. 


Immediately | was consumed by the film’s lan- 
guage and self-awareness. It seemed clear early 
on that the film expected, or at least encouraged, 
my involvement. The film follows Paula, played by 
Karina, as she investigates the disappearance of 
her lover. Twice Paula refers to the film itself as 
being in the vein of “Walt Disney with blood,” 
a comment she utters casually suggesting that 
Paula is leveling with me about the film’s out- 
right deconstruction of genre, of traditional 
filmmaking form, of language, and, insodoing, of 
ethics and politics. 


Made In U.S.A. is a work of desperation in which 
all of these points are explored and meticulously 
unraveled with the help of endless references. 
Godard blatantly implements political, academic, 
and personal references throughout the film. 
This deteriorates the line between fiction and 
reality, a theme that is self-realized in the film 
when Paula cartoonishly kills her first victim 
and then says almost with a tone of indifference, 
“Now fiction overtakes reality.’ 


Godard planted recordings of his actors from 
moments off camera into the film, as well as his 
own self-recordings of political left wing rants 
that are delivered to us through a close up shot 
of a tape player. Instead of coming off as a po- 
litically self-righteous motive by Godard, | must 
side with Gilles Jacob who wrote a piece on the 
film in 1967 and touched on the matter, “[Made 
In U.S.A. is] a political act... a warning speech 
in which, this time, the filmmaker has become 
so unequivocally involved that he felt he had to 
record it himself.” 








Given how much is touched on in the film, Go- 
dard manages to extend to the audience a politi- 
cal noir film in the form of a detective thriller. 
Godard’s ability to include so much of himself 
into the film is itself a radical reconstruction of 
traditional form. Made In U.S.A is at its core a 
plea for self-awareness and disembodiment of 
form, language, and politics. 


The last shot of the film is of Paula getting into 
the car with an old friend, radio journalist Philippe 
Labro playing himself. The uninterrupted scene 
is a completely different tempo from the 
rest of the film, revealing two normal 
people sharing a very fluid, comfort- 
able conversation regarding current 
politics and what should come of 
it all. Godard leaves the audience 
with feelings of hope and possibil- 
ity inspired simply through basic, hu- 
man communication. Godard warns 
us, as the barman did earlier in the film 
to a desperate Paula, “You just throw words 
around! Do something with them!” 


Broadcast — The Noise Made 
By People (warp) 

The untimely death of Broadcast vocalist, 
Trish Keenan, to pneumonia in January of this 
year brings me great sadness. Broadcast is my 
everywhere-now band. Each song—and this is 
referring to their entire catalog—utters sounds 
and styles of the past, present, and future.As the 
electric beams of melody soak through you from 
cosmic energies above, Keenan’s voice and story 
bring you back to a familiar place filled with very 
real human pain, expression, and awareness. 


Though the electric presence is very much 
a part of every song, Keenan is backed by an 
exceptionally talented group of traditional musi- 
cians. The convergence of tradition with tech- 
nology has allowed Broadcast to take listeners 
everywhere at once. Songs like “Minus One” 
create a space in the album, like the space be- 
tween sentences, between thoughts, the space 
in the farthest reaches of the universe, the space 
between light and dark, where we simply exist. 


Broadcast then takes us to another dimension 
with the encapsulating poppy delight, “Come On 
Let’s Go,” in which Keenan begs you lyrically to 
essentially fuck the haters and keep it real. In this 
track, Keenan delivers her message with a soft 
and whimsical voice, while on other tracks she 
can sing in a more tribal chant reminiscent of a 
60s Nico-esque masculine range. 


This album is a truly beautiful pathway into the 
sounds of being. 
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Charles Bradley ft. Menahan 
Street Band - No Time For 


Dreaming (DAPTONE RECORDS) 

There seems to be a resurgence in great soul 
performers lately. Seeing Sharon Jones and the 
Dap Kings about a year ago prompted this point. 
Remembering her performance, with all her 
heart, power, and glory, | felt oddly nostalgic of 
a time and a place that | never actually experi- 
enced firsthand, but gathered from the sounds 
of audiences off of live "60s Apollo shows and 
old soul/gospel LPs. Sharon Jones made me feel 
like I'd traveled back in time 40 years and got 
to experience what a show of that genre might 
have been like. 


Perhaps it’s the result of a recent suffering econ- 
omy that brought many different people back to 
a common (broke!) ground, inspiring the need 
for a musical act with grit and sorrow. Or maybe 
Charles Bradley is just the real deal, bona-fide, 
incredible artist whose talent is undeniable no 
matter what state anybody may find themselves 
in. Either way, Bradley’s debut album, No Time For 
Dreaming, was a long time coming. Every hard 
step on the road to making the album is cer- 
tainly brought forth through Bradley’s howling 
confessions. 


Bradley got the itch to perform after seeing 
James Brown at the Apollo in 1962. Every song 
is a hit thanks to the tight horns and groove lines 
provided by the Menahan Street Band. Through 
and through it is a great album and apparently 
his live performance ain’t too shabby either. At 
Bradley’s last visit to the Echo, the 60 plus soul 
king literally jumped into the crowd for a bit of 
surfing. Straight up, Rock and Roll. 


The Flaming Lips — Dark Side 


of the Moon (warner BROS.) 

| still have confetti in my sheets from the night 
of their performance at the Hollywood For- 
ever Cemetery. Hands down my favorite re- 
lease from garage/psych band, The Flaming Lips, 
since the ’90s. This time, however, the Lips had 
a few friends help out—and how could you fail 
with the backings of Henry Rollins recording 
mad rants of pent up rage, and Peaches adding 
some—you guessed it!—sex moans to boot. 
A Dark Side cover was the perfect venue for a 
come back, leaving lots of space for the Lips to 
put their own psych twist on some old favorites. 
Run, Rabbit, Run! 
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FRANBIE! 


| am still here. Whoa. 


ia Martyrs (2008) -— Directed by 


Pascal Laugier 

The twisted little secrets that crawl around the 
belly of this sick beast are the ones that strangle 
you in your nightmares. It has plot to spare, and 
if too much of that is revealed | will have given 
away one of the great, disgusting horror mov- 
ies of the current age, if not all time. It melts 
the energy and shock of The Exorcist into the 
screaming action of Evil Dead and the sickly 
terror of Texas Chainsaw Massacre, concocting 
a surreal thrill ride need only to be seen once 
to gather its full effect. It has been said this film 
belongs to a horror genre called “torture porn,” 
which may explain the urge | have NOT to see it 
again, though | feel compelled to suggest others 
see it at least once. It’s bone chilling and nerve 
wracking, ugly and brutal. | believe it should ex- 
ist, however, for the sake of saving someone’s— 
anyone’s—soul from the misery of experiencing 
the cavalcade of horrors on parade in this film. 
| may be a sensitive sort from time to time, but 
this shocked me into really giving a shit about 
people. | was so nice to the cashier at the gro- 
cery store the next day. So very, very nice. 


im Street Trash (1987) - 
Directed by J. Michael Muro 


When | originally reviewed this back in 1988 for 
a death metal fanzine (The Necromantic Press), 
we all thought it was the greatest gorefest go- 
ing, a nasty film infected with goo and guts and 
bad behavior. Upon viewing this nearly 20 years 
later, it’s even better than remembered. Not 
only does the grime and gristle of the sets per- 
fectly frame the bombed out crack havens of the 
Reagan era, but the characters all talk to each 
other in this extremely vulgar, angry East Coast 
spew that expresses a certain doom pervasive 
in the dog eat dog culture of these homeless 
junkyard scum. A local liquor store is unload- 
ing crates of fermented cheap booze that, if 
swallowed, causes you to melt into a dripping 


puddle of rotten flesh, or maybe explode into 
endless chunks of foul booze-soaked bits. There 
is much commentary on social ills to go along 
with the carnage, cock cutting, and decapitation. 
The characters are some of the most exciting 
freaks this side of Mortville ( a “garbage town” 
in John Waters’ Desperate Living. They let killers 
live there!), and the dialogue is almost bizarre in 
its nagging nastiness. Street Trash can arguably be 
called a true American movie, as much a reflec- 
tion on 1980s USA as any John Ford epic—a 
film that offers an extreme satire on inner 

city victimization that still haunts the 
streets to this day. 


ia Vice Squad (1982) 
- Directed by Gary 


Sherman 

B-grade trash crackling with bloody 
energy that'll have you doin’ the edge 
of the seat bounce. Wings Hauser is abso- 
lutely, outrageously awesome as Ramrod—the 
meanest pimp ever, who cannot be stopped. We 
are introduced to him as he sweet talks his way 
into one of his prostitutes’ motel rooms (Nina 
Blackwood of early MTV VJ fame), beating her 
to death with a coat hanger. Princess, a fellow 
hooker, is called in to identify the body, and then 
bullied into helping a hard ass homicide detec- 
tive track down the evil pimp. After capturing 
Hauser’s psychotic sociopath, the cop smacks 
him around a bit, Ramrod taunting Princess with 
threats, as the detective keeps giving him a few 
punches each time he gets extra vulgar. Ramrod 
then beats the shit out of everybody, kidnaps 
Princess, and it’s on with the chase, more abuse, 
car crashes, explosions, gun shots, death. Vice 
Squad is early-’80s action done right, all blus- 
ter and exploitation and over the top bravado, 
filmed in Los Angeles at a time when you could 
still see the midnight underbelly in each frantic 
frame, crystallizing a vision of L.A. nightlife that 
some remember and many try to forget, offering 
this film as a document of sorts, filtered through 
the fantasy files of LAPD’s finest. 


ia Heat (1986) -— Directed by 


Dick Richards 

This may be the best of the batch in Burt's B- 
movie cop flicks. In this one he plays a private 
detective working in Vegas, whose hands are 
registered as lethal weapons. He does not carry 
a gun. He is that bad ass. Nick Escalante is his 
name, and with Howard Hesseman, they run a 
bodyguard business that doesn’t see much action. 
Nick is also a hardcore gambler, and he likes to 
drink. Once Reynolds has established this most 
amazing macho fantasy—a camp smirk plastered 
across his be-wigged face, the story really starts 






to unfold, as one of Nick’s old flames (a heart 
of gold hooker) is beaten by a Mob boss’ son, 
leading Burt right down revenge road, bang to 
the heart of hurt city. Disguising himself in the 
most garish pimp costume imaginable, Reynolds 
barges into the perpetrator’s suite and roughs 
him up, not to mention incapacitating two over- 
sized body guards in a “have to see it to believe 
it” scenario. There is a subplot involving a novice 
tough guy who wants Nick to show him how to 
be mean and hard, which at first seems pretty 
dopey, but ends up helping along the action 
to a climax that colors slow motion 
with a melodramatic slant not seen 
too often in action sequences, the 
violence an oddly comical, visceral 
experience that'll have you guffawing 
at its absurd outcome. 


ia Rent-a-Cop (1987) - 
Directed by Jerry London 

This one is a fucking doozy. Burt plays a cop 
suspended from the force for his unorthodox 
methods. Liza Minelli plays a hooker and Dionne 
Warwick plays her madame. Someone out there 
is killing all the hookers in Chicago, and when 
Burt’s character is forced to take a job as a de- 
partment store security guard dressed as Santa, 
his efforts to catch this criminal are thwarted by 
Minelli’s ditzy prostitute, who gets in his way on 
accident, thus drawing her into the sight lines of 
the Serial Killer, known as Dancer, played to the 
sleaziest, creepiest best by James Remar. Dancer 
is really a thief, and has been credited for several 
robberies, the killings a side effect of his rage. 
Robbie Benson and Bernie Casey play cops that 
follow Burt around, making sure he doesn’t do 
anything illegal during his suspension, eventu- 
ally helping him out because he’s so lovable and 
simply the best cop there is. Throughout we get 
Burt’s trademark laugh, a fancy new wig—two 
toned grey and black, permed—and a great 
scum bag mastermind in Richard Massur, whose 
character is really behind all of this robbing and 
killing, bringing full circle an amazing slice of pulp, 
pulsing with the throb of cheap, ersatz film noir 
styling, eliciting enjoyment and amazement at its 
very existence. 


ia Stick (1983) -— Directed by 
Burt Reynolds 


This began Burt Reynolds’ string of B-movies 
after his fall out as America’s number one box 
office star (five years running!). Since Burt was/ 
is a movie star, his films are never truly classi- 
fied as anything less than “A” pictures, but in the 
1980s there was a string of junky cop quickies 
(Rent-A-Cop/Heat/Malone) he did that, while not 
as artistically profound as Deliverance, The End, 
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Breaking In, or Boogie Nights, were just so much 
fun. In Stick, Reynolds plays the title character, 
fresh out of jail, accompanying an old buddy ona 
score to make a little bread to get started in his 
new life. Trouble is, his pal is gunned down by a 
very tall Albino cowboy, who is accompanied by 
a wily, short, fat, red-headed cowboy played with 
manic genius by Charles Durning. Naturally, Stick 
survives the haze of machine gun fire, nobody 
quite catching his identity, setting up the clas- 
sic revenge motif, with a great tit-for-tat game 
between Reynolds and Durning. In between all 
of this is George Segal, who plays a millionaire 
playboy who lets Stick live in his guest house 
because he likes to be close to “tough guys.’ 
Candice Bergen is the love interest, her pres- 
ence bringing the prerequisite class I’m sure 
Burt wanted in order to make him look the stud. 
In essence, this has got fantastic movement, rac- 
ing along as we watch Burt go after his man— 
Charles Durning’s pill popping villain, frantic and 
frenzied, a role that should have gotten him an 
Oscar. Based on an Elmore Leonard novel (who 
co-wrote the script!), this is an obvious place 
to start when kids want to know where Quen- 
tin Tarantino (Ha! Burt even directed this one!) 
ripped off many an action move. It’s all here, and 
possibly better. 


ia Malone (1987) -— Directed by 
Harley Cokeliss 


In the film’s opening sequence it is revealed that 
Burt can no longer kill for the C.I.A., his con- 
science finally catching up with him. Quitting 

his government job, he moves to a sleepy 
town in the Northwest, befriends a lo- 
cal man and his daughter, and begins 
his new life as a citizen. Trouble is, 
when you are a professional assassin 
most of your life certain people make 

it hard for you to retire. Lauren Hut- 
ton plays the ex-partner who must now 
eliminate Malone on government orders, 

yet when she arrives she gets involved with him 
romantically. Add to this Malone stumbling on 
a right-wing military nut who wants to start a 
race war, and you’ve got one hell of a happen- 
ing on your hands. Burt puts his macho shit into 
high gear in this sucker, in one explosive scene 
running down a road with sawed off shotgun 
in hand, fire red explosives coloring the back- 
ground, his furrowed brow neatly dripping with 
sweat. It’s like the most amazing velvet painting 
of Reagan-era Americana you are bound to gag 
on this side of Die Hard. Possibly better, in a 
way, since Malone seems so unconscious of its 
sideways right-wing dogma laced with liberal 
desire, you have to applaud its single-minded 
reasoning—that bad people need to be stopped, 
‘cause this is America, damn it. Awesome. 
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ia La Mission (2009) - Directed 
by Peter Bratt 


A deceptively simple film, La Mission concerns 
itself with a deeper set of issues than what at 
first appears. Benjamin Bratt plays Che Rivera, 
a tough as nails proud Chicano man, a legend 
in his neighborhood, the Mission district of San 
Francisco. He is well respected, a former gang 
member, a reformed ex-con who now drives a 
bus and raises his teenage son. He struggles with 
his own demons of violence and alcohol, keeping 
them at a distance through friends, family, and his 
love of classic, old school low rider culture—a 
world he values deeply. When he finds out his 
son is gay, the aggression comes flowing back 
out, as he cannot fathom nor comprehend this 
mode of existence. It baffles him, it angers him, 
and it ultimately pits father against son in an 
emotional showdown that is difficulty defined. 
The complexities of a parent to child relation- 
ship are exposed raw in these moments, as we 
watch Che in frustration, rage, and dissolution, 
fighting with himself and his own ideals, ulti- 
mately going so low there is really no way but 
up. La Mission is, essentially, a family movie with 
foul language—a film geared towards tackling 
deep-seated cultural hang-ups we all must grow 
beyond in order to reach a more transcendent 
reality. Che has to give up nothing of who he is 
in the end, merely by understanding that he is 
the man he needs to be, the man he has always 
been, the man he always will be—the best father 
any son could hope for. 


Tip: 

*BUY a copy of the rant zine "TRASH 
found in the magazine section. www. 
myspace.com/superlegend 


It’s an adventure. Sometimes tortuous, 


yes. But an adventure all the same. 
okbobobbbbbccock 





GABBY 


Worked at the Haight store for 5 years 
then transferred to Hollywood. 
You'll find me in Hip-Hop and Soul/Disco. 


Gene Hunt Presents: 

The Chicago Dance Tracks 
Vol. | & 2 — Various Artists 
(RUSH HOUR) 


G.I. DISCO — Various Artists 
(BBE MUSIC) 


Circuit 7 — Video Boys 
(RAPP RECORDS) 


Slyvi Foster — If Are You 
Master 12” (citTITRAX) 


Bottin — Horror Disco (BEAR FUNK) 


Tip: 
BUY VINYL AND GET YOURSELF A RECORD PLAYER 
FOOL! NO SERRATOS! 


HEATHER L 


i make things for the store 


im ! Saw The Devil (2010) - 


Directed by Kim Jee-woon 

An epic revenge movie involving a seriously f’d 
up cat & mouse game. Although some of the 
scenes are relentless (Achilles heel... need | say 
more?), the film is beautifully executed and blurs 
the lines between good and evil. If you loved Old- 
boy, then this film is definitely a must-see. 


Fucked Up — David Comes To 


Life (MATADOR) 

| usually try and stay away from all things Cana- 
dian, so it’s surprising that | even gave this band a 
listen. Fucked Up have always been messy fun & 
when | found out they were releasing a 78-min- 
ute concept album, | had to give them a tip of the 
hat. Although the “concept” is wacky (is there 
ever a normal plot in a concept album?), David 
Comes To Life is really approachable, anthemic, 
indie-rockish punk. I'll call it an indie-rock opera. 
Plus—you have to love Damian Abraham... you 
just have to. 


Archers Of Loaf - Icky Mettle 


(Remastered) (MERGE) 

Just in time for the Archers reunion shows this 
year, Merge Records is reissuing all four Ar- 
chers of Loaf studio albums, starting with their 
acclaimed 1993 debut album, Icky Mettle. | saw 
Archers play in June and they sound better than 
ever, in fact, they KILLED it. Icky Mettle was one 
of the soundtracks to my twenties and | always 
thought they were completely underrated. Re- 
mastered by Bob Weston with liner notes by 
music critic, Robert Christgau, this version also 
includes bonus material including the entire Ar- 
chers of Loaf vs. The Greatest of All Time EP as well 
as singles and b-sides from the Icky Mettle era. 
Thank you Merge! Perhaps AOL will get the re- 
spect they so well deserve. 


Queens of the Stone Age - 
Queens of the Stone Age (Reis- 


SUE) (REKORD REKORDS) 

Debut album from QOTSA remastered and 
reissued on LP. This recording was made to be 
listened to on vinyl and from start to finish. 


HAND. 


Mike Kelley / Black To Comm 
- Blackout (Detroit River) / 


Coldplay, Elvis & John Cage 
(EN/OF) 





Not The Spaces You Know, 
But Between Them - 
Various Artists 

(THREE LOBED RECORDINGS) 


David Shrigley / Thee Oh Sees 
— Split 7” (EDITION FIEBER) 


The Book Of Mormon - 


Original Broadway Recording 
(GHOSTLIGHT) 
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Motown?’s Mowest Story 
(1971-1973) — Various Artists 
(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 


Nigeria 70 - Sweet Times: 

Afro Funk, Highlife & Juju from 
1970s Lagos — Various Artists 
(STRUT) 


Motopony —- Motopony 
(TINYOGRE) 


Mildred Pierce (Soundtrack) — 
Various Artists (VARESE SARABANDE) 


Moon Dou — MdzZes (SACRED BONES) 


Raphael Saadiq — Stone Rollin’ 
(COLUMBIA) 


Arthur’s Landing - 
Various Artists (sTRUT) 


Prefuse 73 — The Only She 
Chapters (warp) 


Dennis Coffey — Dennis Coffey 
(STRUT) 


RJD2 -— We Are the Doorways 


(Soundtrack) 
(Ry’S ELECTRICAL CONNECTIONS) 


Diego Garcia — Laura 
(NACIONAL RECORDS) 
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JAMIE S. 


Mexicans With Guns — 


Ceremony (INNOVATIVE LEISURE) 
Wrestling-masked producer Ernest Gonzales 
makes subtly and brilliantly schizophrenic elec- 
tronica using the name Mexicans With Guns. If 
| was hard-pressed, I'd classify it as downtempo 
because overall the mood is brooding and re- 
flective. But he uses elements of dubstep, tech- 
no, some rapping, and some sabores Latinos, por 
supesto. Styles vary from song to song, and he 
collaborates with a variety of underground art- 
ists. A song called “Ancestors” reminds me of 
Nosaj Things’ airy chopped and arpeggiated vo- 
cal choruses. Another track features the shock 
humor of L.A. underground rapper Nocando, 
while the closing track uses the laid back sun- 
burned drifter vocals of Helado Negro, whose 
vocal style reminds me of Little Wings, one of 
my fave underground folk artists. There is a Latin 
flavored track with Chico Man which features a 
lively female chorus, a very druggy Maxinquaye- 
era Tricky style track where vocalist Sasha 
Perera sings half intelligibly through the haze of 
effects about “crop circles... give you what you 
need...” Also a collaboration with thug rapper 
Freddie Gibbs which uses the simple addition of 
a sad organ to take any gangster posturing out 
of Mr. Gibbs’ style, turning him into an archetypi- 
cal tragic ballad character, the young man who’s 
been in some tight spots, made some wrong 
decisions and is now condemned to a life of 
trouble and ruin, a la “Streets Of Laredo.” 


These songs require your full attention after 
they use some attention grabbing sounds to 
attract you: a woman’s sampled sexy voice re- 
peating “damelo-oh” or dubstep effects at their 
most aggressive, but what keeps the listener in- 
terested is the more subtle changes going on 
throughout. A song may start out with pumped 
up techno kick drum, then become dreamy and 
airy. Or fairy bell keyboards may meet up with 
some industrial buzzing or video game space la- 
sers, but songs are so well composed that these 
sounds fit together and don’t sound at odds. No 
sharp left turns here, but don’t expect a song to 
stick with one genre throughout. And that’s the 
magic of Mexicans With Guns.A great road trip 
album or soundtrack for at home but getting 
ready to go out. 


Buddy Sativa — 


Deus Ex Machina 

(FAVORITE RECORDINGS (FRANCE)) 

I’m feeling mighty old and bitter as | write this, 
| mean, the artist’s name is Buddy Sativa, (f-in 


STONER!), he’s French and adorable, and cur- 
rently on tour playing keys with the equally 
adorable French producer Onra.AND Mr. Sativa 
has made this amazing soul jazz record that | 
thought was some recently unearthed sessions 
from the early-1970s! Its on the light and breezy 
side of funk with Brazilian influences. The playing 
and improvisation are beautiful, and totally spot 
on: great use of Latin percussion and vocal har- 
monies, the cymbal crashes are expressive, the 
basslines are funky, and the recording quality is 
awesome. There is nothing flashy on this record, 
no self-conscious effort about trying to create 
a retro sound. In fact, the songs have some very 
mellow, understated sections, which helped in 
fooling me into thinking that this music is from 
an earlier, kinder and groovier time. The opening 
number is a piano solo. So, how did one person 
create the sound of an ensemble of seasoned 
jazz cats? 


After reading the album credits and picking up 
the little | could find online about Mr. Sativa—his 
real name is elusive—my understanding is that 
as a keyboardist and drummer, he played most 
of the instruments himself, layering another in- 
strument over an already recorded track, similar 
to how Mayer Hawthorne made his ’60s soul 
styled album Strange Arrangement. Then he got 
help from collaborator Onra, who plays vibes 
and bass on a few tracks, then added a bit of 
flute and horn sampling to complete the songs, 
which as I’ve said are amazing. The woodwind 
arrangements really do call to mind the arrange- 
ments of Arthur Verocai, and I’d also recommend 
this album to anyone who likes Roy Ayers. These 
comparisons are some pretty high compliments 
and this album is highly recommended! 


fy.i.: There is a lot of vibraphone and piano on 
this record. There is no string section. 


Chancha Via Circuito — 


Rio Arriba (ZZK RECORDS) 

Chancha Via Circuito is the cumbia digital proj- 
ect of Argentine producer Pedro Canale. He 
fuses cumbia rhythms with electro dub pro- 
duction and samples of folk recordings from all 
around South America to create dreamy, lovely 
soundscapes that take you to the most idyllic 
regions of the continent... which may or may 
not really exist. For the most part, the songs 
evoke the pastoral; two tracks with rapping in 
Spanish sound urgent and urban, providing a nice 
break from the rural dreaminess. The opening 
track is by Argentine folk singer Jose Larralde, an 
amazing vocalist. His expressive, resonant voice 
sets a serious, powerful tone that is reinforced 
by the use of traditional instruments and vocals 
throughout the album: Bolivian panpipes, Indian 


"Connections" 
with NIC HARCOURT 
3-6P Saturdays 


MG yameyaliiatcaesl 


www.KCSN.org 
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women singing, and regional percussion instru- 
ments are sampled, using their archaic potency 
as a focus, adding warmth to tracks that would 
otherwise be quite spacy. The cumbia rhythms 
add an entrancing foundation and on several 
tracks sound slowed down to make them even 
more deliberate and repetitive. Mr. Canale uses 
the same rhythm throughout a song and keeps 
his production on the sparse side, but will add 
a touch of electric guitar or keyboard effect, 
or sampled animal sounds to lighten the atmo- 
sphere and make it more modern. He has a tal- 
ent for knowing exactly when to drop the vo- 
cals into a song, so the listener has that “Wow” 
moment. This record is gorgeous and will take 
you to a lush and friendly jungle, or the crisp 
Bolivian mountains, or a remote village where 
the women sing to you. 


Odeon Pope - Universal 


Sounds (PORTER RECORDS) 

Utterly surprising! Fresh! On the outer limits! 
Potent! Incredible! So how does tenor saxo- 
phonist Odeon Pope make his inspiring jazz 
music that really does sound like nothing you’ve 
heard before? For starters, he has not one, not 
two, but three drummers in his ensemble who 
have access to timpani drums, bells, and xylo- 
phone, in addition to all the regular, um, trap- 
pings. (Bad drum pun! Sorry!) He chooses a 
stand-up bassist who is melodic and fluid, but 
who seems to only play on the lowest register 
of the instrument, creating a frequency that is 
almost at whisper level, but once you're listening 
for it, the tone is captivating. And he has an alto 
sax player who has a secret weapon—the Elec- 
tronic Wind Instrument, sparingly used because 
its sounds are squeaks and interplanetary pitch 
shifting synthesizer sounds. On top of all this 
unique instrumentation is Mr. Pope’s saxophone, 
full of force and soul. 


The album ranges from very avant-garde to 
warm bop. The song “The Track’ is so-called 
because it’s truly experimental and out there, 
though one of the quieter numbers. Following it 
is “The Blues,” the most conventional piece on 
the album, very swinging with a bit of bass solo. 
It’s very upbeat, so the title is deceptive. Some- 
times all drummers are unleashed at full capacity 
and their movement and energy is overwhelm- 
ing. Other times, the bass is at the forefront, vol- 
ume is quiet, and bells are the only percussion. 
Mr. Pope drops out of the music, like a good host 
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leaving his band to converse amongst themselves. 
This record is a pretty strong cup of tea and may 
be too experimental for some tastes, but | love 
it for its energy, its sound, and its ideas. 


Mountains — Air Museum 

(THRILL JOCKEY) 

Ahh, The Drone! Calling all fans of Roedelius 
and Moebius, Popul Vuh, Loscil, Emeralds’ al- 
bum Solar Bridge, English electro duo Subway, 
Arp (electronic project of Alex Georgopolous), 
and the electronic work of Lichens. You KNOW 
who you are and you simply HAVE to get this 
album made by two gentlemen and their syn- 
thesizers. Truly gorgeous, there are seven tracks 
but they sound like one long run on one. All 
sunny, meditative, and gentle tension, this album 
reminds me of calming, beautiful morning light. 
lronic, because I’m quite crabby if | have to get 
up before 8:30 a.m.and would PREFER to stay in 
bed ’til 10:00. But the point is, while some listen- 
ers will be thinking, “Girl, you need to fix that 
grounding problem in your speaker wire and put 
on some REAL music,’ those who really hear 
The Drone will recognize this music as their re- 
vitalizing, calming safe place. 


SUPER 
COOPER 


A riddle wrapped up in an enigma 
(just like you) 


Kate Walsh — Peppermint 


Radio (BLUEBERRY PIE) 

Female singer-songwriter does a covers record. 
And it is really great. The covers of “Unbeliev- 
able” by EMF and “Lullaby” by The Cure are 
amazing. This record is sweet and just the right 
kind of perfect. 


Adele — 21 (XL RECORDINGS) 
OK. I’m not going to be the first or last to tell 
you that this record is stunning. Just listen to 
“Someone Like You” and try not to cry. If you 
can’t cry, | feel sorry for you. THAT song can 
change you, if you let it in. Let it in. 


Yuck — Yuck (FAT PossuM RECORDS) 
Some good ’90s-flavored indie rock. It’s not yuck 
at all but tasty good!!! 


Seapony — Go With Me 

(HARDLY ART) 

Seapony is like if The Sundays had a baby with 
The Beach Boys. Kinda.A record that gets bet- 


ter and better with each listen. More awesome- 
ness than Sea Horses. But not otters. Otters are 
pretty badass. This band makes me wanna have a 
bonfire on the beach and invite y’all. We'd drink 
some beer, surf, and have fun!!! 


Austra — Feel It Break 
(DOMINO RECORDS) 


SO SO SO SO good. If you like: The Cocteau 
Twins, Siouxsie, Kate Bush, and The Knife you 
might like this record OR you will flip out how 
much you LOVE it. Did | mention how good it 
is? SO SO SO SO good.And check out “Beat & 
The Pulse” video. So hot and sexy; just like you 
listening to this record!!! 


The Raveonettes — Raven In 


The Grave (vice Music) 

So The Raveonettes have put out a bunch of 
records by now. | can highly recommend all of 
them. This record breaks new territory for them 
and it works so good. They’ve taken their retro 
fuzz rock and added a dark gothic sensibility. 
Leave the garage rock pop for Best Coast, Cults, 
and the Dum Dum Girls (all fine, fine bands!) 
This record takes that sound to a new place. 
“Forget That You’re Young” and “Apparitions’are 
stand-out, must-listens. | have to dedicate this 
record to myself... mostly for breaking my own 
heart. 


Arcade Fire — The Suburbs 
(MERGE) 


full of the goods! | was one of the lucky ones 
that saw the very magical show at the Ukrainian 
Cultural Center. It wasn’t without some work 
though. | waited |3 hours overnight on a cold 
street in Los Angeles to buy those tickets. It was 
worth every second. Imagine one of your favor- 
ite bands in a tiny space with 500 of your clos- 
est friends singing and jumping to every song!!!! 
Are you with me here? To the naysayers of thee 
Arcade Fire: It takes more than one listen to get 
some bands. Kinda like people sometimes; you 
just gotta let them be and you'll get it. So | threw 
a postcard on the stage. I’d like to think | was 
the only one that truly dorked out this way but 
| just wanted the band to know how thankful 
| am for their music, their spirit, and that they 
played this small show. So if Wyn or Regine and 
the whole band or any one of their many friends 
reads this and knows about it, send me a post- 
card. Cooper c/o Amoeba Music. Just say YES!!! 
(as in yes we got it!!!) But it’s kinda like your 
song “...sometimes it never came.’ So perhaps 
l’ll never know. It’s OK. | still love your music and 
can’t wait for more. 


Diabolique: Criterion 
Collection (1954) — Directed 


by Henri-Georges Clouzot 

Vera Clouzot and Simone Signoret carry a clas- 
sic thriller movie. It really is a perfect movie. 
From the opening shot to the last: it’s dark and 
light; good and evil: The classic dance. This movie 
needs a cemetery screening for sure!!!! 


Tip: 
Always read street signs when parking in Los Angeles. You'll 
be glad you did. Seriously. 


Every dollar is a political decision! Buy local and indepen- 
dent! Support your favorite small restaurant and eat out 
often! Always tip your waiter. 


Practice forgiveness and love. Be good to yourself. Be kind 
to animals, children, and those less fortunate in body and 


spirit. 


Read more books. Buy more music. Go to more live shows. 
Eat better food. Exercise. 


When all else fails, breathe!!! 


JESSICA 


“Biting’s excellent. 
It’s like kissing, only there’s a winner.” 





Bon Iver — Bon Iver (jAG|AGUWAR) 
Everything Justin Vernon does hurts me in my 
heartspace. This album is just as cold, lush, and 
achey as For Emma, Forever Ago, while still manag- 
ing to sound completely new. | was a little afraid 
Vernon would spread himself thin with all of his 
awesome side projects, but this album is fantas- 
tic. There are undertones of I’ve-been-spending- 
a-lot-of-time-with-Kanye-West here and there, 
and overwhelmingly on “Beth/Rest,’which 
should be a terrible track but instead comes 
off as the best song Michael Bolton never got 
around to writing. | realize how unappealing that 
sounds, but it works. If you can get ahold of his 
cover of Bonnie Raitt “| Can’t Make You Love 
Me” (which is not on the album but available 
as the “Calgary” b-side) you should clearly do 
yourself that favor... and then just, like, lock 
yourself in a dark room and blast the A/C and 
pretend it’s winter and no one loves you and cry 
all of the tears. It'll be so great! 
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Paul Simon — So Beautiful or 


So What (HEAR Music) 

It’s impressive that Paul Simon is still this great, 
and that this album is on par with Graceland in its 
overall enjoyability, and in the way it feels both 
loose and perfectly structured. It doesn’t feel 
like he’s trying to do anything other than make 
an album about how he feels right this minute, 
which is a particularly youthful approach to an 
album that’s written from the perspective of a 
man who’s seen his share. Paul Simon forever! 
No, seriously, | think after the Apocalypse it’s 
gonna be cockroaches, that horrible island made 
of plastic, and Paul Simon’s most current album. 
In a good way. 


Destroyer — Kaputt (MERGE) 

| saw Dan Bejar with the New Pornographers 
about a year ago; he just sort of ambled on stage 
with a bottle whenever it was his turn to sing 
and swung himself right off stage again once 
he was done. Bejar is the oddball in that band, 
and he’s somehow the oddball in his own band, 
because Kaputt sounds kind of like... disco. Or, 
rather, disco and soft-rock nostalgia—and it’s 
beautiful. Genre-hopping is kind of Bejar’s thing, 
but he has a consistency to his inconsistency 
that | can’t help but love. Kaputt made me want 
to re-evaluate music | thought of as cheesy, but 
it's what he turned that cheese into that’s so 
funny, romantic, and totally weird. 


Lady Gaga —- Born This Way 
(INTERSCOPE) 

There is a song on this album called “Highway 
Unicorn.’ That’s all. Take a moment to consider 
that while | turn it up as loud as | can and dance 
like an idiot. 


ia The Great Dictator: 
Criterion Collection (1940) —- 
Directed by Charlie Chaplin 


This is such an amazing film. | am the most guilty 
of giving that title away to just about anything 
that | vaguely enjoy (I’m looking at you, X-Men 
First Class via Michael Fassbender’s face) but | 
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mean that superlative as much as | possibly can. 
It’s Charlie Chaplin and it’s pretty much estab- 
lished that this is one of the most brilliant pieces 
of satire of all time—but one of the best things 
about it is how it’s hilarious and powerful in a 
way that you would never expect, even though 
you you're sitting there, expecting it. 


JON 


Fully G — There She Goes Again 


| 2”? (BLACK PEGASUS US) 
scratched, stuttery, fatlipped hook. laconic son- 
nets on the ineffable art of the honey pull. 


The Midnight Eez - 
The Midnight Eez (Att city) 


virtually voxless onomatopoetry. drums that 
thud, thunk, slap, & smack. smudge pudge bass, 
thick & sticky like lungies. free floating raplets, 
transmissions from the aethersphere, dropping 
madrugadal meditationals. 


Nitty Scott, MC -— Soon Come 
tho the Brownsvillain Ruck might opine oppo- 
site, the orignoo double x posse (by genetics, 
not relation) continue stompin thru the nineties, 
the naughts, and the two teens with estrogeno- 
cidal femcees like Nitty Scott & Lady Leshurr 
straight killin’ em with content & cadence. 


Elzhi — Elmatic 
classic then. classic now. same heat, different 
kitchen. freshurrection. 


The Stepkids -— La La 12” 
(STONES THROVWV) 

studio boffins concoct ode to Charles Stepney 
oddness remantling the strings, ulalations, and 
sprawl of the master’s dialectical psyche-into- 
soul seepings 


] Rawls/Sadat X/Wise 


Intelligent — Face It 

(NATURE SOUND) 

proving it’s never too late to wake the folk up, 
cause we're still in the presence of our future 
and the 85 are more uncivilized than ever. 


Jhene Aiko — Stranger 

obligatory r & blasian fusion inclusion. stranger- 
noun or adjective? unsettling, unresolved keys. 
synths like synthetic breaths. love in a respirator. 


RELLY 
WATSON 


Bon Iver — Bon Iver (jAG|AGUWAR) 


Liam Finn —- FOMO 
(YEP ROC RECORDS) 


ia Super 8 (2011) -— Directed by 
J.J. Abrams 


Harry Potter and the Deathly 
Hallows: Part 2 (2011) - 
Directed by David Yates 


Theo Cateforis — Are We Not 
New Wave? Modern Pop at the 
Turn of the 1980s (UNiversITY OF 
MICHIGAN PRESS) 


KRIS R. 


Q: When did Pop Music become Power-Pop? When 
did Folk become Singer/Songwriter? British-Invasion 
become Classic Rock? When did Garage become 
Proto-Punk? When did R&B become Soul? Rock ’n’ 
Roll become Oldies? Jazz become... more... mod- 
ern Jazz? 


A: | 966! 


| know yourre all tired of hearing, and reading, 
and celebrating, and preaching, and dreaming, 
and screaming, and smirking, and rejoicing about 
the sapphire (45th) anniversary of the music 
from 1966, and you've already had your listening 
parties, and you’ve made the mix-tape, and you 
told your diary all about it, but too bad! This was 
the last blast before everything got all hippie- 
trippy pretentious. 


| owe all these titles a proper review, but here’s 
my abbreviated and ever-expanding list of the 
greatest ALBUMS from my desert island year! 


Unfortunately much of of the best Country, 
World, and Soul music recorded in ’66 is avail- 
able only on compilations and 45s, so this list is 
LP-centric. 


Find them and BUY them!!! 


POP TONES: 
Beatles — Revolver 


Mama’s and the Papa’s — 
If You Can Believe Your Eyes 
And Ears 


Hal Blaine — Drums! Drums! 
a Go Go 


Kinks — Face To Face 
Beach Boys — Pet Sounds 


Perrey & Kingsley — 
The In Sound From Way Out! 


THE QUIET REVOLUTION: 
Tim Buckley — Tim Buckley 


Incredible String Band — 
Incredible String Band 


Tim Hardin — Tim Hardin I! 


John Fahey -— Vol. 4: The Great 
San Bernardino Birthday Party 


GARAGE MANIA!: 
Troggs — Wild Thing 


? & the Mysterians — 96 Tears 
Sonics — Boom 

Shadows Of Knight — Gloria 
Seeds — Seeds 


Syndicate Of Sound - Little 
Girl 


JAZZ CATS: 


Miles Davis — Miles Smiles 


Hank Mobley - Slice Of The 
Top 


Sun Ra — Monorails And 
Satellites 


Buddy Rich — Swingin’ New 
Big Band 
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Joe Harriott Double Quintet - 


Indo-Jazz Suite 


Bobby Hutcherson -— 
Happenings 


BRITISH RHYTHM _& BLUES: 
Rolling Stones — Aftermath 


Yardbirds — Roger The Engineer 


John Mayall — Blues Breakers 
With Eric Clapton 


Cream — Fresh Cream 
Animals — Animalisms 
SOUL-TASTIC! 


Otis Redding — Otis Blue/Otis 
Redding Sings Soul 


Temptations — Gettin’ Ready 


FOLK/ROCK: 

Simon & Garfunkel — Parsley, 
Sage, Rosemary, and Thyme 
Byrds — Fifth Dimension 

Bob Dylan - Blonde On Blonde 


Donovan -— Sunshine Superman 


Buffalo Springfield — 
Buffalo Springfield 


HUNGRY FREAKS!: 

Godz - Contact High With 
The Godz 

Monks — Black Monk Time 
13th Floor Elevators — 
The Psychedelic Sounds Of 
The [3th Floor Elevators 


Frank Zappa & The Mothers 
of Invention — Freak Out! 


Fugs — The Fugs Second Album 
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LEN 


Brainticket — The Vintage 


Anthology 1971-1980 
(CLEOPATRA) 


ims Sweet Smell of Success: 
Criterion Collection (1957) — 
Directed by Alexander 
Mackendrick 


im Kiss Me Deadly: Criterion 
Collection (1955) — Directed 
by Robert Aldrich 


Hawkwind — Import Vinyl 
Reissues (Rock Classics) 
Hawkwind’s early classic albums have been re- 
issued on vinyl, with gatefold sleeves. The first 
1,000 pressings of Doremi Fasol Latido, Hall of 
the Mountain Grill, Hawkwind, In Search of Space, 
Space Ritual Sundown Vol. | and 2, will be pressed 
on colored viny!! 


Going Underground: 68 Smash 
New Wave Hits! - 


Various Artists (UNIVERSAL) 
Need | Say More? 


LINDSAYR. 


| have one crippled dog and one 
small goat.And | find humor in very 
inappropriate things. 


Iceage — New Brigade 

(WHAT’S YOUR RUPTURE?) 

This album will make you very excited. Raucous 
teenagers. Danish punks. Twelve tracks of cha- 
os... 24 minutes of mayhem. 


The The — Tony (Soundtrack) 
(LAZARUS) 

It’s been a long time since Matt Johnson released 
anything new. And | was pretty excited to learn 
that he and The The provided the score for the 
grim, psycho-killer film Tony. The music is almost 
entirely instrumental, it’s dark, simple and it’s 
perfect for this bleek and unsettling story. You 
should also watch Tony which Johnson’s brother 
Gerard directed. It’s unpleasant and evokes the 
same feeling as sitting through a Todd Solondz 
film. Tony will make you uncomfortable. 


Suede — Suede (Reissue) 

(EDSEL RECORDS) 

Remastered. Deluxe Edition. Some great b-sides 
and demos. I’ve loved this album for so long and 
still do. “Animal Nitrate” is usually on a mix for 
someone. And this album is still just a perfect 
Britpop album. 


The Cigarette Bums - 


Silverlake Garage 7” (SELF RELEASED) 
Choice Garage Punk. Support this band, you'll 
be glad ya did. 


X-Ray Spex -— Germfree 
Adolescents (EMI) 
You should own this. RIP Poly Styrene. 


im Who Took the Bomp? 
Le Tigre on Tour QOI1) —- 
Directed by Kerthy Fix 


Their tour film, a DIY journey of Le Tigre from 
2004-2005.A really introspective documentary. 
And a must-see for any fan of Kathleen Hanna 
and third wave feminism. 


PS — If you like Bikini Kill, you should check 
out this LA cover band the Bikini Thrills. They. 
are.fun. 


CO) The Walking Dead: 
The Complete First Season - 
Directed by Frank Darabont 


Taking nods from George Romero and master- 
ing authentic terror, Frank Darabont creates 
the ultimate zombie apocalypse. It’s a little CGI 
heavy but, overall very gruesome/frighting also 
compelling and awesome. 


Moshe Kasher —- Everyone You 
Know is Going to Die, and Then 


You Are * Unless You Die First 
(ROOFTOP COMEDY PRODUCTIONS) 

Everyone You Know is Going to Die... is funny, pro- 
vocative and sort of insightful. This is not a new 
release, but | just had to share this album from 
one of my favorite alternative comedians. 


Nobunny —- Raw Romance 
(BURGER RECORDS) 

Nobunny is sorta like The Nobodys, but more 
garage and less porn. Messy like The Queers, but 
less pop punk and kinda like The Humpers, but 
better. Repressed from Burger Records. Raw Ro- 
mance is super lo-fi trashiness. It sounds like it 
was recorded in a dirty, windowless bar where 
they only serve jack & diet pepsi, the toilets 
don’t flush and the bartender’s name is Demp... 
or maybe in an alley with rats eating from pizza 
boxes and swimming in puddles of urine. It’s 
cruddy, but so good. 


Tip: 

Eat less meat. Be less critical. Listen to earwolf.com. 
Go to shows at the UCB. 

And volunteer for/ support these local organizations: 
Atwater Village Farm 

A Dog’s Life 

LGBT Center 

The Downtown Women’s Shelter 
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WILTERN  *izanTos 


i.) GIBSON AMPHITHEATRE _ 


KILLS 


ST 


SEPT 20 ¢ GIBSON AMPHITHEATRE 


LADYTRON 


SEPTEMBER 24 ¢ THE WILTERN 


CUT COPY 


OCTOBER 12 - HOLLYWOOD PALLADIUM 


THE AIRBORNE TOXIC EVENT 
OCTOBER 23 - GIBSON AMPHITHEATRE 


YELLE 


NOWEMBER 10 - THE WILTERN 


FEIST 


NOWEMBER 12 ¢ THE WILTERN 









NOWEMBER 17 + THE WILTERN 


THE CIVIL WARS 


NOVEMBER 19 - THE WILTERN 


Neal: 


LIAM GALLAGHER, GEM ARCHER, 
ANDY BELL & CHRIS SHARROCK 
DECEMBER 3 + THE WILTERN 


Buy = 
mes 
aT 
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L.L. 


It’s been a while since | submitted a list; 
| was on an NPR kick for a second there. 
Also, it’s hard for me to keep my mind 
open musically. It takes work to search 
out new stuff and not to just keep on 
listening to my stand-bys.To keep 
challenging what | think | know. Stagna- 
tion is an insidious thing. | will do my best 
to keep my ears, heart, and mind open 
going forward. 


My sister’s kids have been going to the 
Waldorf School. At snack-time, everyone 
has to take at least one “trying bite” 
before they decide they don’t like 
something. Words to live by. 


Lady Gaga —- Born This Way 
(INTERSCOPE) 

Let’s get this out of the way. | dig the way L.G. 
is at least trying to challenge conventions. You 
can Say it’s pretentious or it’s been done before, 
but | Dali couldn’t live forever. Just because we 
weren't around when the vanguard was mani- 
festing, doesn’t mean no one’s allowed to be 
inspired by it anymore. Come on, she went to 
the Grammys in an egg—that’s pretty funny at 
worst. And besides, if you don’t like it—don’t 
listen to it.We all just want to be loved for who 
we are. 


Bon Iver — Bon Iver 

(JAGJAGUWAR) 

What do | like the most about this record? It’s 
hard to say. | think it’s the space the music gives 
me to ruminate. When things are not clearly 
defined either in terms of structure or lyrical 
clarity, | can make it up. | don’t really even want 
to know what the lyrics are; | just like the way 
it makes me feel—thoughtful, but not sad. 1 was 
talking with a customer about this record and 
he was saying he thought it was more upbeat.At 
first, | gave him a hard time because Bon lver and 
“upbeat” don’t seem to go together, but after 
For Emma, Forever Ago, | have to agree that he’s 
right. (Even though | loved that record too, it 
definitely made me sad.) This is my favorite new 
release in a while. 


Dengue Fever Presents: Electric 


Cambodia — Various Artists 
(MINKY RECORDS) 


Well Hung: 20 Funk-Rock Erup- 
tions From Beneath Communist 
Hungary _ Volume I — Various 


Artists (FINDERS KEEPERS) 

Okay, neither of these releases are new, but 
they’re new to me. | think it’s pretty impressive 
that the rock zeitgeist could move so fast even 
despite the lack of internet “platforms” or the 
existence of Google as a word/verb. Makes you 
wonder how much we need all these modern 
innovations... ls it more meaningful if you actu- 
ally have to search for something as opposed to 
just Googling it? Obviously not such a simplistic 
either/or, but still—it does make me wonder. 
And again, my inability to understand the lyrics 
is a bonus. 


Adele — 21 (COLUMBIA) 
You just can’t deny that voice.A little bit of filler, 
but still all killer. 


Tip: 

Only at Amoeba moment: Hall & Oates on July 4th at the 
Hollywood Bowl. Watching my co-workers (who know who 
they are) grooving to “You Make My Dreams Come True.” 
Priceless. If anyone needs to know how to bust a move on 
a Stair railing, talk to me and I'll hook you up with the right 
instructor. Renegade face painting was also committed. 
Seriously though, when you work with such an awesome 
group of people it’s hard to imagine doing anything else. 


J. MARR 
BEAVER 


“If you develop an ear for sounds that 
are musical it is like developing an ego. 
You begin to refuse sounds that are not 
musical and that way cut yourself off 
from a good deal of experience.” 
~ John Cage (1912-1992) 


The Soft Moon - The Soft 


Moon (CAPTURED TRACKS) 

Dark electronica closely inspired by ’80s hard- 
electro experiments by the likes of Joy Division, 
Clan of Xymox, Red Lorry Yellow Lorry, Cabaret 
Voltaire or even Pornography-era Cure (some 
of the bass-lines could have been lifted from 
“The Hanging Garden’). The vocals are minimal: 
whispered or mixed way behind the storm and 
static of electronic grind. The lead-off track’s 
whispered vocals (“Breathe the Fire’) ring of 
Alan Vega and Martin Rev’s Suicide. In any case, 
an artful, bleak and intriguing sound. 








Wye Oak — Civilian (MERGE) 

So far this year Wye Oak’s Civilian is my very 
favorite. Never paid attention to them until now, 
but they were appearing on so many Best-Of’s 
that | thought | should hear them. Civilian has had 
my ear almost exclusively for the last month, and 
it gets better, deeper and richer with each listen. 
Guitarist/vocalist Jenn Wasner has one of the 
single-most appealing vocal styles I’ve heard in 
years, neither girlie nor over-beefed in order to 
impress the boys, she just uses what she’s got— 
an alto/tenor a little reminiscent of The Dream 
Syndicate/Opal’s legendary Kendra Smith—to 
her best advantage. What’s more, she has (like 
Julie Doiron of Eric’s Trip) a savvy hand at laying 
down a full-on guitar assault, best displayed at 
about the 2:30 mark in the title track. 


Gatto Fritto — Gatto Fritto (in- 
TERNATIONAL FEEL) 

UK producer Ben Webster’s Gatto Fritto proj- 
ect is one confounding little slab of modern 
electronica. The album begins with two tracks 
(“The Curse” and “Hex’’) that seem as inspired 
by Chris & Cosey as they are by Cerrone. The 
vocals remind a bit of the Liars’ more rhyth- 
mic chants. Then, on track three (“Grinding 
of the Brakes’), they lay out some ’70s prog- 
tronica worthy of Tangerine Dream. The album 
swings back and forth, swapping house and prog 
throughout... captivating! 


Morphosis — What Have We 


Learned (DELSIN RECORDS) 

Lebanese producer Rabih Beaini seems uncon- 
cerned with the dynamics of the dancefloor. 
There are nods to it on this album, but more 
important seem the atmospherics that his 
techno ancestors dabbled in: the bass improvisa- 
tions of Cerrone (“Silent Screamer’), the world/ 
techno fusion of Eno and David Byrne (‘Gates 
of Night’), while the spirit of Klaus Schulze 
hovers over the whole spaced-out proceeding. 
Decidedly un-housey, there are moments when 
the pound of house beats do stomp all over the 
party (“Spiral”, “Wild In Captivity’), but all in all, 
a great record. 
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Thee Oh Sees — Castlemania 

(IN THE RED) 

I’m paraphrasing, but Dolly Parton is quoted as 
saying something to the effect of, “You have to 
spend a lot of money to look this cheap.” Similarly, 
Thee Oh Sees must be musicians of incredible 
talent in order to make music so perfectly ragged 
and chaotic. On the surface it may sound like they 
are just throwing stuff at the wall to see what 
sticks, but their sheer musicality creates splats 
of pure gold. Their melodies have worked their 
way under my skin and the giddy, brittle jamming 
makes me nostalgic for Brix Smith-era Fall. 


Fleet Foxes — Helplessness 


Blues (suB Pop) 

This is a powerhouse pop band to reckon with: 
fully-realized songwriting, musicianship, singing 
and production. Might be a little too slick for 
some, but when | want that sound, the Foxes de- 
liver. You probably already have someone in your 
circle who’s gushed the praises of Fleet Foxes. 
They’re right. 


Grouper -— AIA: Alien Observer/ 


AIA: Dream Loss (YELLOWELECTRIC) 
OK, so you’ve died, all right? And you watch 
yourself lift up and away from your own prone 
form and slowly turn away from your history, 
your life, the earth and eventually, you find your- 
self slipping off the edge of the manifest universe 
and out into completely empty space, full of light 
but black as obsidian because there’s nothing 
there for light to reflect from... not even you. 
This is the soundtrack to that. 


Nicolas Jaar — Space Is Only 


Noise (ciRCUS COMPANY) 

With flourishes of jazz piano, the sound of water, 
children at play, vocal gasps and stutters, micro- 
beats tickling the sides of all the above, Nicolas 
Jaar has made a complex, deeply listenable and 
beautifully measured electronic artifact. 


Kurt Vile — Smoke Ring For 


My Halo (mAtapor) 

Kurt Vile sings pretty simple, though really well- 
crafted folkish songs that on their own would 
turn ears. Not content to let them alone, he 
sets them in some sort of half-dream world, 
partially submerged in an swirly, watery produc- 
tion echoing of chimes and tape haze. | really like 
what “psychedelia” has become. 


Bon Iver — Bon Iver (jAG|AGUWAR) 
| was so blown away by Bon lver’s 2007 debut 
For Emma, Forever Ago that | certainly didn’t ex- 
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pect this self-titled sophomore effort to outstrip 
it by a siginificant league. Songwriter Justin Ver- 
non is mixing country, folk, R&B, chamber music, 
jazz, electronica and simple sound experimenta- 
tion in ways that make this new beast seem a 
friend we have known our whole lives. 


Tip: 

| know we were to condense this list to our top 5, but 
2011 has been an embarrassment of riches. SO much 
good stuff coming out right now. 


DJ DOLEAR 


| am a DJ and Hip-Hop producer. Be 
on the look out for my Hip-Hop group 
called Perennial Skills. Sunny Rothmiller 
emceeing and me on the production. 
Peace and God Bless 


Neek the Exotic & Large 


Professor — Still on the Hussle 
(FAT BEATS) 





Dj JS-1 — No One Cares (curs) 


Skyzoo and Illmind — 


Live From the Tape Deck 
(DUCK DOWN RECORDS) 


Iilmind — Behind the Curtain 
(NATURE SOUNDS) 


REKS — Rhythmatic Eternal 
King Supreme 
(BRICK RECORDS/SHOWOFF) 





MARYANN 


Motopony —- Motopony 
(TINYOGRE ENTERTAINMENT) 


Danger Mouse & Daniele 
Luppi — Rome (capitol) 


Liam Finn —- FOMO 
(YEP ROC RECORDS) 


YACHT -— Shangri-La (pra) 


Fleet Foxes — Helplessness 
Blues (suB Pop) 


Alison Krauss & Union 


Station — Paper Airplane 
(ROUNDER) 


Pm from Barcelona — 
Forever Today (MUTE) 


ia Still Bill (2009) - 
Directed by Damani Baker 


Spencer Gibb - 
Beautiful Mess 


Cults — Cults (COLUMBIA) 


MELISSA 
ARA 
CORNDOG 


Loves red lipstick, records, spaghetti, 
and Golden Girls. | love spinning records 
and drinking Tecate. 


Des Jeunes Gens Modernes - 


Various Artists (NAIVE) 

| love this 2-CD collection. | was a bit late on 
it, but overall it gives you an insight to all these 
under the radar artists that | am totally obsess- 
ing on now. The opening track called “Moment 
of Hate,’ and another one, “Il Ne Dira Pas,” | 
can’t seem to get enough of. 


Robert Gorl — Night Full Of 


Tension (MUTE) 

Night Full of Tension (1984) — | have this album 
on repeat at the moment in my car. Robert Gorl 
is from D.A.F and did this solo album, which fea- 
tures Annie Lennox on some of the tracks. The 
best songs featuring her are “Charlie Cat” and 
“Darling Don’t Leave Me.’ Bomb ass synth pop! 


John Foxx And The Maths - 


Interplay (METAMATIC) 

This just came out and luckily captured a new 
twist to what he did with Metamatic. It features 
old analogue synthesizers on this album, but 
definitely keeps it fresh with the same grilling 
vocals he had back then. 


ia You Don’t Know Jack (2010) - 


Directed by Barry Levinson 
This film was made for HBO and features Al Pa- 
cino playing Dr. Kevorkian. His performance in 
this film is phenomenal and you must watch the 
extras to really see how he embodied Kevorkian. 
It is a moving display of euthanasia through the 
eyes of him and his patients. It is a very intense 
film, so make sure you are in the mood for it. 





MICHAEL 
ROSAS 


| used to write these really long reviews 
here, not so much anymore. Nowadays, 
| tend to do a lot of that over here now: 
www.somethingforallofus.net. 
My music blog, check it out. 


That aside, here are six albums that I’ve been enjoy- 
ing for the past six months or so: 


Death Cab for Cutie — Codes 
and Keys (ATLANTIC) 


Julianna Barwick — The Magic 
Place (ASTHMATIC KITTY) 


Gang Gang Dance - 
Eye Contact (4AbD) 
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Austra — Feel It Break (PAPER BAG 
RECORDS) 


Sondre Lerche — Sondre Lerche 
(TELLE/MONA RECORDS) 


Patrick Wolf — Lupercalia (mer- 
CURY) 


Tip: 

Check these labels out on the internet for quality indepen- 
dent releases: 

Track Number Records www.tracknumberrecords.com 
Great Minds! [Formerly, Number 3 records] 
www.greatmindsrecordings.com 


And, also, check out my very talented friends Bandcamp 


pages. 
Nathaniel Eras: http://eras.bandcamp.com/ 
Ray Montes: http://sunriseowl.bandcamp.com/ 


NICK DENITTO 


I grew up in South Carolina, 
and | claim Charleston as home. 
| like to spin disco, house and techno. 





James Murphy & Pat Mahoo- 


ney — FabricLive.36 (Fasric) 

There are a few DJ mixes that have stood out 
over the years in my mind as sets that changed 
the way | wanted to spin music; this is definitely 
one of them. James Murphy is often credited 
with introducing hipsters to disco—and mak- 
ing it cool. This is a really solid non-commercial 
disco set, and the guys used only vinyl and an ef- 
fects box to record it at the legendary Fabric in 
London. On a side note, | heard somewhere that 
James is still kicking himself for putting a few of 
these tracks into the set, because after the re- 
lease, the prices on the out-of-print singles sky- 
rocketed on Discogs. 


Tip: 

If you like dance music, Saturdays in Echo Park are hard 
to beat. Short Stop has amazing DJs always, but Saturdays 
shine. Right down the street is the Funky Soul party at the 
Echoplex, so if you're looking to bar hop on foot and on the 
cheap while hearing amazing DJs, it beats Hollywood any 
night. You might even find the hipster girl or guy of your 
dreams. Get ’em, tiger. 
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OLIVER 


Morphosis — What We Have 
Learned (MOS RECORDINGS/DELSIN) 


Nicolas Jaar — Space Is Only 
Noise (ciRCUS COMPANY) 


Desolate — Invisible 
Insurrection (FAUXPAS MUSIK) 


Isolee — Well Spent Youth 
(PAMPA RECORDS) 


Arthur’s Landing — Arthur’s 
Landing (sTRUT RECORDS) 


Tin Man - Perfume 
(SALON RECORDS) 


Skudge — Phantom (skuDGE) 


Andy Stott — Passed Me By 
(MODERN LOVE) 


Tip: 
www.absurdrecordings.com 


RAFF 


REMEMBER: 
! must fill in Bio section here. 





L) Tim and Eric Awesome Show 


Great Job! Season Cinco 
Just in time for Chrimbus! Season Cinco is the 
uncomfortable star-studded series finale. 


() Breaking Bad - Season Three 


OThe Killin eS aaa - 
Series One (2007) 


LJ The Ernie Kovacs Collection 
(1951-1962) 


The television equivalent of Salvador Dali, Er- 
nie Kovacs’ experiments with surreal camera 
effects and visual non sequitur humor. With re- 
curring characters: cocksure poet laureate Percy 
Dovetonsils, horror host Uncle Gruesome, si- 
lent everyman Eugene and slapstick minimal 
monkey musicians The Nairobi Trio. 


() Parks and Recreation - Sea- 
son Three 


(Southland - Season Two 
() The Closer - Season Six 

C) Squidbillies - Season Four 
() Damages - Season Three 


(30 Rock - Season Five 

Thankfully NBC knows as much about enter- 
tainment as their bosses at General Electric do 
about Japanese nuclear power plants and mak- 
ing bombs. This allows our leftist commie-D to 
round out the bottom of the completely reli- 
able Nielsen ratings. Smart, hip, fast-paced and 
weird just like the Midwest and South love their 
comedy. 


ia Rango (2011) -— Directed by 
Gore Verbinski 


ia Mr. Nobody (2009) - 
Directed by Jaco Van Dormael 
Tip: 


Four percent of people are sociopaths. The wealthiest one 
percent take home 24 percent of U.S. income. 


RAMON ARA 
RADIUS 


Sound manipulator/live beat performer/ 
record collector from Chicago... 








Check me out here: 
http://soundcloud.com/radiusetc 
http://soundcloud.com/radiusone 

http://Grittygoat.com 

http://tslos.com 


Elzhi — Elmatic 


] Rocc — Some Cold Rock Stuf 
(STONES THROW) 


Radius — Neighborhood Suicide 
(THE SECRET LIFE OF SOUND) 


Radius — Etc... (GRITTY GOAT) 
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Austin Peralta — Endless 
Planets (BRAINFEEDER) 


Mono/Poly — Manifestations 
EP (BRAINFEEDER) 


Pharoahe Monch —- W.A.R. (We 


Are Renegades) 
(DUCK DOWN RECORDS) 


Tall Black Guy — Hollyweird 2.0 
(GRITTY GOAT) 


Gil Scott-Heron — Pieces of 


A Man (FLYING DUTCHMAN) 
Long live the god ... peace/bless. 


Freddie Hubbard — Keep Your 
Soul Together (ctl) 


Gil Scott-Heron & Brian 


Jackson — Winter In America 
(STRATA-EAST) 
Long live the god ... peace/bless. 


Gil Scott-Heron & Brian 


Jackson — Bridges (Arista) 
Long live the god ... peace/bless. 


Gil Scott-Heron — Free Will 
(FLYING DUTCHMAN) 
Long live the god ... peace/bless. 


Dj Spinna & Mr. Thing —- 
The Beat Generation: 

10th Anniversary Collection 
(BBE RECORDS) 
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RAY RICRY 
RIVERA 


East LA native / Musician 


Juan Lennon Presents: 
213 Cumbia Volume I - 


Various Artists 

(TRIUMPHANT RECORDS) 

This isn’t your grandma’s Cumbia CD! Juan Len- 
non brings together some of LA’s best Cumbia 
bands, DJs and producers for a unique release. 
This compilation showcases the eclectic Cumbia 
movement that is happening right in here Los 
Angeles. From the traditional Vallenato sounds 
of Colombia to electro UK dance remixes, 2/3 
Cumbia gives you a taste of the full spectrum. 
This is a must have for all lovers of Latin music— 
classic or modern! Pop this in your ride and turn 
it up high while you cruise down Sunset. EN- 
JOY! 


Mucho Lucho Sound System - 


Various Artists (SELF RELEASED) 

D)] Gomez Comes Alive & King Steady Beat 
bring you 60 minutes of pure Latin dance mad- 
ness. This is an all-vinyl mix! Many songs on here 
are hard to find (another plus to having this). It’s 
really great for BBQs, pool parties, and bumping 
loud in your mini truck. Highly recommended. 


Charles Bradley — No Time For 


Dreaming (DAPTONE RECORDS) 

This record belongs in your collection right in 
between Sam Cooke and Otis Redding. Heart- 
wrenching vocals with superb musicianship. This 
is an all-around great production! FOR FANS 
OF: Sharon Jones, Lee Fields, and Aloe Blacc. 


Mayer Hawthorne & The 


County -— Direct To Disc 

(STONES THROW) 

Stones Throw never ceases to amaze me. They 
issued a live recording of a Mayer Hawthorne 
performance from the stage straight to viny!! 
This is perfect if you have not had the luxury of 
hearing Hawthorne live. The band is super tight 
and the recording is great! A must-have for all vi- 
nyl junkies and Stones Throw record collectors. 
Not sure if it’s a limited release, but | would get 
two copies just in case... 


Adele — 21 (Xt RECORDINGS) 
If you haven’t heard of Adele yet, you must be 
living in a cave! It’s good. | like it... 





Young girl falls in love. Young girl gets heart shat- 
tered. Young girl records album about it and sells 
a godzillion copies! 


Funk Ark — From The Rooftops 
(ESL MUSIC) 

Vintage Funk influenced Afrobeat Soul Jazz from 
Washington, DC. Heavy organ chords with some 
skanky guitar licks perfectly played against some 
James Brown-ish horns. This is a dirty laid back 
kind of funk band. FOR FANS OF: Budos Band, 
The JB’s, Antibalas. 


Ocote Soul Sounds — Taurus 

(ESL MUSIC) 

Adrian Quesada and Martin Pena do it again! 
The duo drop another well produced Latin Funk 
drenched gem. It’s where Salsa meets Afrobeat 
in a dimly lit jazz club. Make love to it, or make 
some good food... Whatever you do just turn it 
on. 


Tip: 

Check out my album Neighborhood Fame in Hip-Hop! 
It’s been out for a minute, but it’ll be new to you. Latin 
rhythms with bilingual raps. 


RICK 
FRYSTAR 


Mike Moreno -— First In Mind 
(CRISS CROSS) 

Buttery, electric jass guitar feeling. Moreno, along 
with Lage Lund, is shuttling the jazz guitar tradi- 
tion of Jim Hall and Jack Wilkins into the 22nd 
century. Mostly covers (Nascimento, Zawinul, 
Rollins, Van Heusen, Redman), the band cooks 
and hoists Moreno to his most pleasing reso- 
nant tones yet. 





The Caretaker — An Empty 


Bliss Beyond This World 

(HISTORY ALWAYS FAVORS THE WINNERS) 
Dreamy, ambient clouds of vintage, nostalgic 
sound re-reverbed into a novel audio archi- 
tecture. Heartfelt electro-illusions of orchestra 
timbre and wax crackle. Ghostly arousing, airy 
and electrifying stewed sentiment. A glimpse 
into Heaven’s misty ballroom. 


Pieces For Lute — 
Composer: Marco dall’Aquila 
Featuring: Paul O’Dette 


Marco was known as the greatest lute virtuoso 
the world had known, delivering a late-| 5th cen- 
tury expression called the “brise” style, incor- 
porating spaciously arpeggiated chords, imbuing 
them a distinctive fluidity that would influence 
many for hundreds of years. A rhapsodic, late 
medieval improvisatory style, “... robbing the 
senses of all who hear him.’ Here, O’Dette 
certainly bolsters his reputation of virtuosity 
as well, with an unusual and appealing reverb-y 
Harmonia Mundi mix. May I? 


I Saw My Mother Ascending 
Mount Fuji 

Composer: Harley Gaber 
Featuring: Harley Gaber/Da- 
vid Gilbert/Linda Cummisky 


One 65-minute piece for multitracked violins, 
processed alto flute and electronic sounds. Man- 
ufactured soundworlds crossfading and breath- 
ing... flowing, plucking and droning. Electric 
futuristic Feldman blitzed on Cage’s mushroom 
collection. Interested? 


Paolo Fresu/A Filetta 
Corsican Voices/Daniele di 
Bonaventura — Mistico 
Mediterraneo (ECM) 


Trumpet, bandoneon and seven Corsican sing- 
ers. Sensual, yearning European emotion, with 
modern jazz flourish. Wispy, nostalgic and rustic, 
so unique in style. Gorgeous and inimitable. 


Johann Johannsson - 


The Miners’? Hymns (4b) 

Fetching film score to accompany Bill Morri- 
son’s film about English miners. Dark, liquidy 
brass ensemble with organ and electronics. 
Johann mesmerizes again with his legato style 
and use of lots of space. Marvelous, haunting 
audioscapes. 
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Julia Hulsmann Trio — /mprint 
(ECM) 

Another in the recent series of magnificent pia- 
no trio releases from ECM, Hulsmann enchants 
us with her twists and turns, always cooking on 
low simmer or boiling hot. Intelligent, deep jazz 
knowledge, classical influence and neo-swing 
basking in the tight unity of the group. Simply 
captivating. 


Marcin Wasilewski Trio — 
Faithful (Ec) 

The third in my seductive ECM piano triptych 
this year so far. Sparking off of others folks’ mu- 
sic (Bley, Pascoal, etc.), as well as their own, the 
trio surges and glides with the narrative, moving 
with quite a unified inspiration in the moments. 
Chops galore but not a-swagger, the music has a 
deep, intoxicating energy from the first minutes 
to the last. Lyrical and visceral. 


Colin Vallon Trio — Rruga 

(ECM) 

The first of a series of amazing ECM piano trio 
records this quarter. Vallon surges and relaxes, 
moving the band to peaks and valleys with his 
personal style, but there’s three of them, so it’s 
theirs, always soloing and never soloing. Awe- 
some sound, forward direction with many won- 
drous listenings ahead. Jass! 


Lee Konitz/Brad Mehlidau/ 
Charlie Haden/Paul Motian - 
Live At Birdland (ecm) 


The cats are here in a special one-off band to 
play the jazz in the Apple. Konitz’s lazy, dreamy 
avant-bop style is scintillating (at age 8| here), 
with a perfect alliance of peers in his midst, all 
leaders themselves. Haden’s melodic song-walk 
grounds the magnificent communion of shim- 
mering balladry and groove. C’mon... Paul Mo- 
tian? Win-win situation. 
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Sonatas For Harp 
Composer: Padre Antonio 
Soler 


Featuring: Godelieve Schrama 
So says her website: “...The Dutch harpist 
Godelieve Schrama gives breezy yet fascinating 
performances, and her supreme mastery of the 
instrument makes the music sing with unbound- 
ed bliss. Add to these (I8th century Spanish 
sonatas) the musical, sensitive, transparent and 
well-articulated play of Schrama and you get 12 
little gems.A real peach of a disc.” Quite. 


Choregraphie 

Composers: Jean Baptiste 
Lully/Andre Campra etc. 
Featuring: Andrew Lawrence- 
King 

Wonderful, Baroque triple harp music for Louis 
XIV’s dancing masters, circa 1700. Superior 
stringed symphonics from a guy in a nice chair. 
Precious, delicate and serene. 


Four Thousand Holes 
Composer: John Luther 
Adams 

Featuring: Stephen Drury/ 


Callithumpian Consort 

Works for pianos, percussion and electronics. 
Lush in its simplicity yet complex in its rhythmic 
fields of sound. Altogether futuristic and nostal- 
gic. Progressive, fluid metamorphoses and flour- 
ishes of tonality. Most accessible “avant garde” 
music. 


Pat Metheny — What’s It All 


About (NONESUCH) 

One night, Pat takes out his acoustic baritone 
guitar and records his own powerful, expan- 
sive solo versions of some of his favorite songs 
growing up, namely by Paul Williams, The Beatles, 
Jobim, Simon & Garfunkel, Bacharach and so on. 
You'll delight in the profound, sensitive treat- 
ments of these compositions with the deep, 
brooding sound of the baritone. Kick back to it. 


Robin Guthrie — Emeralds 
(DARLA) 

Huge, chorusing washes of reverb-y guitar 
chording, moving basses and percussives. Gleam- 
ing, iridescent rallys and altered consciousness 
with extra reverb. | am taken someplace “out 
there” by this elegant, echo-y music. Did | men- 
tion reverberation? Cocteau man makes mucho 
mesmeric motifs! 


Weather Report - Live In 
Berlin [975 (BirDjJAM) 


I’m a sucker for scorching jazz-rock, especially 
involving these gentlemen. Here, Shorter and 
Zawinul flex the muscle associated with the 
Tale Spinnin’ era, handing Chester Thompson 
and Alex Acuna the percussion duties, and with 
Alphonso Johnson in top form on bass. Forty 
minutes of funky space-jabs, freezing fire, mys- 
terious river boogie and scarlet women.A DVD 
of the gig included in the package makes it a no- 
brainer. 


Morris Knight — After Guernica 
(CREEL PONE) 

Creel Pone label reissue of the late-’60s Golden 
Crest label’s spellbinding tape music LP. “Long, 
dynamic stretches of distant ensemble/tape- 
sound, mired in cavernous murk and question- 
able engineering practices suddenly erupt in 
rising waves of feedback, field-recorded clanks 
and whirrs... and piles of distortion. The second 
piece, ‘The Origin of the Prophesy, has a con- 
tinuous science-project voice-over; heavy stereo 
and echo over a bit of backwards bell-chains and 
metal clangs that comes across as a rural ameri- 
can intersystems ‘cover band.” As advertised: a 
“loner musique concrete masterpiece. Includes 
meticulous reproductions of cover and disc art 
and original customer feedback card. Totally of 
the era. 


Tip: 

*Please check out my new CD, Blue Light Vista, on In Tone 
Music, for a seriously deep, expressive and atmospheric 
experience. 


*“For the best in 24/7 streaming 20th Century classical 
music, point your mouse to www.wgxr.org/series/q2, 
(iTunes Radio; Classical; Q2). Then come over and pick 
up the CD in full resolution fidelity in our wonderful 20th 


Century section. 


Classical buyer for Amoeba Hollywood. 

Previously senior manager for catalog 

music at Wherehouse Entertainment 
and Virgin Megastores. 


Brian Easdale — Red Shoes 
(CHANDOS) 

Chandos continues its series of film music con- 
ducted by Ramon Gumba with a CD devoted 
to the music of British composer Brian Easdale. 
Besides the music for the Michael Powell’s Red 
Shoes, he conducts a suite from another great 
Powell film, Black Narcissus, along with scores 
from other UK films from the period. Perfor- 
mance and recording are first rate. 


Martin — Der Sturm 


(HYPERION) 
Frank Martin (1890-1974), the eminent Swiss 
composer, wrote his full-scale opera Der 
Sturm for the reopening season of the Vien- 
na Opera in 1955. The opera recorded here 
complete for the first time is based on Shake- 
speare’s The Tempest. This is a very impressive 
work as is the performance and recording by 
the Netherlands Radio Orchestra, led by Thi- 
erry Fischer. 


Mahler — Symphony No. 10 

(RCA) 

This recording of Mahler’s incomplete tenth 
symphony, conducted by David Zinman, is of the 
very controversial completion by Clinton Car- 
penter, an amateur Chicago musicologist who 
devoted forty years to his version. Unlike the 
far more familiar Cooke completion, this ver- 
sion is very interventionist, filling gaps Mahler 
left with music from his other scores. Infuriating 
but fascinating. 


Wagner — Die Walkure 


(SONY) 
Sony has been re-releasing Met Opera broad- 
casts from the ’50s and ’60s. This “Walkure” 
from 1968 is the finest so far. It has a dream 
cast lead by Birgit Nilsson, John Vickers. Thomas 
Stewart and Leonie Rysanek. The performance 
is vigorously led by Croatian conductor Berislav 
Klobucar, who was substituting for an indisposed 
Herbert von Karajan. 






HAVE LOVE 
WILL TRAVEL 
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ANDORRAPPEN 


Burzum -— Fallen (BYELOBOG) 

Striking.Refined.Dignified.Majestic.Mature.Nor- 
dic.Metal.Black.Simplicity.:Modest.Complex.Fo- 
cused.Raw.Organic.Lone.Warrior.Philosopher. 
Vikerness.Redeem.Return.Revelation.Mastery. 
Composed.Purity.Speechless. Transcendence. 
Beyond. Bitter. Time.Pain.Loathing.Fate.Void.Fear. 


Mournful Congregation - 

All titles 
Adelaide.Australia.Unique.Bleakest.Merciless. 
Blackened.Doom.Funeral.Procession.Sludge. 


Snail.Sloth.No.Hope.All.Releases.Recommend- 
ed. 


Seven Sisters of Sleep — 


Seven Sisters of Sleep 

(SOUTHERN LORD) 
Orange.County.Southern.Lord.Vicious.Intense. 
Menacing.Doom.Sludge.Core.Beefy.Damn. 
Pissed.Off.Very.Very.Brutal.Named.After.Clas- 
sic.Drug.Book. |860.Mondecai.Cook.Look.It.Up. 


Witches Hammer - 


Anything you can find 
Obscure.80s.Canadian.Black. Thrash.Ahead. 
Of.Its. Time.Sick.Ripping.Aggro.Insane.Sloppy. 
Raw.Brutal.Maniacal. Nuclear.War.Now. 


Solanaceae — Solanaceae 
(HEIORUNAR MYRKRUNAR) 
Dane.Kim.Larsen.Of.The.Wand.And. The.Moon. 
Came.Out.2.Years.Ago.Still. Feels. New. But. 
Timeless.Dark.Folk.Medieval.Romanticism. 


Darkness — Death Squad 
(BATTLE CRY RECORDS) 


Darkness -— Defenders of 
Justice (BATTLE CRY RECORDS) 


Exumer — Possessed By Fire 
(DISASTER RECORDS) 


Living Death — 
Metal Revolution (BANZAI) 


Necronomicon -— 


Necronomicon 
(MAZE/KRAZE RECORDS) 
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Necronomicon -—- Apocalyptic 
Nightmare (MAZE/KRAZE RECORDS) 


Necronomicon — Escalation 
(BATTLE CRY) 


Deathrow -— Satan’s Gift / 
Raging Steel / Deception 


Ignored 

(METALHIT:-COM / DISPLEASED / NOISE) 
Essential.Releases.German.Thrash.Speed.80s. 
Raw.Punky.Savage.Fast.Obscure.Spikes.Nikes. 
Reeboks.Pumas.Leather.Denim.Zits.Musctach- 
es.Mullets.Beer.Sausage.Ripping.Moshing. Hell. 
Yeah.Seek’?Em.Out! 


Morbid Angel — //lud Divinum 


INsanus (SEASON OF MIST) 
Haha.LOL.Gotcha! :( 


Tip: 

I always can’t think of what’s new and cool at the moment 
... But | SWEAR | czech out a bunch of cool shit. Like ALL 
DAY EVERYDAY. Yup. Laterz. 


SARAH BEAR 


this bear is berkeley bound. 
farewell, los angeles. 


adventurer. lover. foodie. student in all 
aspects of life. 


“We keep moving forward, opening new 
doors, and doing new things, because 
were curious, and curiosity keeps leading 
us down new paths.” 


“Music doesn’t lie. If there is something 
to be changed in this world, then it can 
only happen through music.” 


] Rocc — Some Cool Rock Stuf 


12”? (STONES THROW) 

so danceable. i discovered a single off of this al- 
bum on my trip to new york city when it was 
playing at academy records, and i just couldn’t 
leave the store without it. “party” is the track 
that lured me, and the rest is nothing short of 
impressive. 


Bass Drum Of Death — GB City 
(FAT POSSUM) 

mississippi garage rock kings. if you’re into sex 
bob-omb, you'll adore this. 


Unknown Mortal Orchestra — 


Unknown Mortal Orchestra (Fat 
POSSUM) 

i had the chance to check out a few songs by this 
group and “thought ballune” was the song that 
got me hooked. they sound different—a sort of 
psychedelic pop that isn’t rushed. 


() Daria: The Complete Animat- 


ed Series 

how can daria ever get old? i’ve been catching 
up with my childhood lately by watching every 
single episode of this show—and it’s STILL funny. 
once you start, you won't be able to stop. the 
only sad part is that the original music isn’t in- 
cluded in the dvd set! i was so depressed when 
i didn’t hear cake, the verve or the cardigans as 
transition music anymore! 


Tip: 

the cigarette bums are the business. check ’em out. 

the henry fonda is one of the best venues to watch a show. 
the piano bar is still fantastic. 





I plan on living in a 1920s bungalow in 
the woods of North Carolina, but until 
then I’m living in Hollywood, working 
at Amoeba and listening to records by 
bands from Ohio and drawing that little 
pigeon character on everything. 


Wipers - Silver Sail 
JACKPOT/ZENORECORDS) 

Greg Sage put out this Wipers record in 1993 at 
the height of the grunge/northwest rock hype. 
Portland of course got little notoriety during 
this time, all you heard and read was Seattle this 
and Seattle that, grunge grunge grunge. So Greg 
Sage turns down a chance to tour with Nirvana 
at the absolute height of their fame and he puts 
out this record, Silver Sail, which is practically 
anti-grunge, anti-VWipers even, much closer in 
sound and feel to his solo record from years 
before, Straight Ahead. Silver Sail slipped through 
the cracks and died under the torrent of terrible 


records being put out by everyone that could 
be marketed as “grunge” at the time. | lived in 
Portland in 1994 and | couldn’t even find a copy 
of it, or any Wipers records for that matter— 
unbelievable, | know. Anyway, thanks Greg for 
putting this one back out and giving everyone 
the chance to catch up on what they missed the 
first time... 


Wipers -— The Herd 
JACKPOT/ZENORECORDS) 

It’s 1996 and The Herd comes out. | don’t buy 
it because the record cover sucks. It’s ugly and 
obvious. | made a mistake. | should have bought 
it then instead of now. It’s a tough gritty record, 
real pissed off, real punk rock, distorted as hell, 
dissatisfaction seeps through all over, especially 
in the guitar solos, searing, blistering, cutting 
through all the bullshit, it’s fantastic to hear. No- 
body can get that sound, nobody else has the 
voice or the identity, experience, nobody else is 
that crazy and pissed off and able to capture it 
like this. It’s classic Wipers, It’s soaked in North- 
west pain and shining like the sand in the South- 
west sun. 


The Flaming Lips - 

Heady Nuggs (WARNER BROS.) 

Prime period Flaming Lips five-LP box set. Start- 
ing out with the real treasure, Hit To Death In 
The Future Head and ending with the crowd 
pleaser Yoshimi Battles The Pink Robots, the stuff 
in between is incredible. Remember when “She 
Don't Use Jelly” was a big hit and The Flaming 
Lips were on 90210? The world was weird in 
the Nineties. Now it just sucks, and | always 
thought the Nineties REALLY sucked. Boy was 
| wrong. The Flaming Lips might be the best 
90s band around. They hit their stride with In 
a Priest Driven Ambulance in 1991 and ended the 
decade with The Soft Bulletin in 1999. In between 
those two seminal albums, they made all of this 
other stuff that sounds like a rock band melting 
in the heat on the surface of the sun. Space IS 
the place, and this box of records will take you 
straight there... 


Big Star — Third 

The resurrection of a record that never really 
existed as it was meant to be. Alex Chilton was 
out of his mind when this record was made. He 
was on some heavy duty drugs and having a tu- 
multuous blast with a punk chick named Lesa. 
Jody Stephens was dating her sister, thus the 
“Sister Lovers” nickname. This is a solid re-cre- 
ation of the test pressing of the album | assume 
was meant to be. Recorded in 1975, none of the 
songs saw the light of day until 1978. Of course 
various albums were slapped together haphaz- 
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ardly by various labels and they were all called 
Big Star Third, or Sister Lovers. Now we get it. 
It’s the real thing. It sounds amazing, it looks 
cool, it’s satisfying on many levels. The best part 
might be that it never really was and now here it 
is and it’s still fuckin’ elusive. Goes well with Like 
Flies on Sherbert. 


Savoir Faire — Hooray For 


Hollywood (TANTRA) 

Cliff digests 20 some odd years of Hollywood liv- 
ing and regurgitates it through a filter of Johnny 
Thunders, Larry Williams and Thin Lizzy for all 
of us to choke on. That puke tastes pretty good 
and sounds even better hitting the sidewalk in 
the perpetual sunshine. Cliff is there to capture 
it all, like if Lou Reed was hipper and lived here 
instead of there. Hooray for Savoir Faire! 


Tip: 

Terry Smith is a folklorist from Ohio and security guard 
here at Amoeba and at various Hollywood nightclubs. 
He’s as quotable as Yogi Berra and just as lovable. He’s 
the go-to guy for advice and stories about anything and 
everything. He’s an eating machine. Get to know Terry 
Smith from Ohio. 


SEAN 
SWEENEY 


Some random things | found at Amoeba lately and 
really like: 


ia The Baader Meinhof 
Complex (2010) - 
Directed by Uli Edel 


An exciting flick about German radicals in the 
70s. 





ia ! Knew It Was You: 
Rediscovering John Cazale 
(2010) -— Directed by 
Richard Shepard 


A documentary about the short but amazing 
career of actor John Cazale (Fredo in The God- 
father). 


The Time — What Time Is It? 
(WARNER BROS.) 

The second album by the seminal ’80s funk 
band. 


T-Rex — Shirt 


Doesn't fit on me right but | like the design. 


ia Shaft (2000) -— Directed by 
John Singleton 


My review: http://www.amoeba.com/movies/ 
movies-we-like/201 1/07/sweeneyrules/shaft. 
html 


Fred Goodman - 

The Mansion on the Hill: Dylan, 
Young, Geffen, Springsteen, and 
the Head-on Collision of Rock 


and Commerce (VINTAGE) 
The amazing story of how the music business 
learned to make money. | couldn’t put it down. 


Pornosonic — Unreleased ’70s 


Porno Music (-BiRD RECORDS) 
Yup, sounds like what you would think. 


SPENCER 


The Growlers — Hot Tropics 
10” (EVERLOVING) 


The Growlers — Gay Thoughts 
7”? (EVERLOVING) 


Yucatan Suckerman - 
Caught in the Crossfire 
(Extended Jam) 12” 


Tip: 
kordory.tv 
marinelayerproductions.com 


STEVEN 


Cashier/ballistics expert 


The Cigarette Bums - 


Silverlake Garage 7” 

(SYLVIA PLATH’S SOUNDS & PLATTERS) 

This little slab of awesome comes from Silver- 
lake, CA’s own Cigarette Bums. This mostly 
quintet, sometimes too many to count, sounds 
like if The Who, The Stooges and Black Flag had 
a baby. Although based in Southern California, 
they tour the Pacific NW fairly often and have 
plans to go around the country ASAP. 


Allah Las — Catarmaran/Long 
Journey 7” (PRES. RECORDS) 


One of my favorite local groups for a very very 
long time has finally given us something tangi- 
ble to cherish! although these little lo-fi ditties 
have been streaming online for about two years 
now, this is the first time they’ve had that vinyl 
warmth and charm to them. 


Dead Ghosts — Dead Ghosts 


| 2”? (FLORIDA’S DYING) 

Rad garage rock from Vancouver!? Artwork by 
a Vivian Girl!? This is a sure regret if you see it 
and pass it up. 


Nobunny —- Raw Romance 12” 
(BURGER RECORDS/GONER) 

Although Justin Champlin endured stints in 
groups such as Gentleman Jesse & His Men, 
Golden Boots, The Okmoniks and Sneaky Pinks, 
none of them compare to his rock ’n’ roll nug- 
get batching, alter-ego baby: Nobunny. This guy 
tours across the country with more acclaim 
than Sarah Palin gets and with less gear but all 
the while making some of the gnarliest, funnest, 
kookiest, adjective-producing sounds around. 
Sure, his latest official record from Tennesee’s 
Goner Records entitled First Blood kills, but to 
get into the head of this schitzophrenic genius, 
dig deep into the re-issue of his all demos col- 
lection record, which was initially cassette only. 
Burger has since reissued it on vinyl and it is 
amaaaaayyyyZZzzing. 


Tip: 
Check out The Cigarette Bums! 
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TERRY SMITH 


Father of 3, daddy to a few & 
getting older every day!! 


OESPN: 30 for 30 (2011) 

The second of 30, so now it’s 30 of them. Each 
story is done so well from a Columbian soc- 
cer player being killed to Michael Jordan playing 
baseball. 


ia Beats, Rhymes & Life: The 
Travels of A Tribe Called Quest 
(2011) -— Directed by Michael 
Rapaport 

This documentary goes into deep detail of the 
lives of these guys and shows how Hip-Hop has 
changed over the years, but at one time it was 
a lot of fun! 


ia Transformers: Dark of the 
Moon (2011) — Directed by 
Michael Bay 

Transformers was good. The fight scenes were 
good, they brought in the Nascar cars. Love Na- 
scar. That was cool, even had me sad a little. 


ia The Hangover Part II (2011) - 
Directed by Todd Phillips 


| loved it!! | thought it was funny as heck. Hard 
to match the first one but it was really funny and 
creative. “Wolfpack lives.“ 


Midnight in Paris (2011) — Di- 
rected by Woody Allen 

| went to see this movie alone and | thought 
it was enjoyable. It was funny, it was interesting 
and different for me, but it was good. 


ia Thor (2011) -— Directed by 
Kenneth Branagh 


| love Thor!!! As a kid, as a dad, and now as an 
old man, Thor is one of my favorites & it was a 
good movie. 
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THOMAS 
GERMAIN 


Retail Therapist 


Chad VanGaalen — Diaper 


Island (suB PoP) 

Chad VanGaalen is consistently mind-blowing, 
and he just keeps getting better. As everyone 
seems to be fond of saying, this is VanGaalen’s 
most accessible record yet, but fans of the in- 
trospective, uniquely weird sound of his earlier 
works wont be disappointed. He performed all 
of the music himself in his tiny Calgary studio (as 
usual), and he didn’t forget his signature trippy, 
hand-drawn music videos. Every time | listen to 
this album, | get something different out of it; 
it’s atmospheric, it’s gritty, it’s happy, it’s sad, and 
it rocks. It would be hard for me to love this 
album more. The vinyl comes with a free digital 
download. 


Dengue Fever — Cannibal 


Courtship (FANTASY) 

I’m a little late to the Dengue Fever party but 
it’s great to be here. | don’t know a ton about 
the band, but their take on what allmusic. 
com called “Cambodian-influenced psych/pop/ 
surf” has left me eager to learn more. Canni- 
bal Courtship is mostly a rock-and-roll album, 
but singer Chhom Nimol’s sometimes English, 
sometimes khmer, but always enthralling vocals 
take you everywhere from punk to world mu- 
sic. A must hear. The vinyl comes with a free 
digital download. 


The Insane Warrior — 


We Are the Doorways 

(RJ’S ELECTRICAL CONNECTIONS) 

RJD2’s new instrumental side project, The In- 
sane Warrior, is a testament to everything | love 
about electronic music. The sad truth is that if 
the analog synth sounds and the driving drum 
samples don’t get you moving, you might be 
dead inside. 


Yuck — Yuck (FAT possum) 

When | first heard Yuck, | assumed they were 
some obscure early-’90s alt-rock band that | 
had totally missed. I’ve been told that this isn’t 
the case, but it’s hard to believe. If the cover art 
doesn’t make you want to buy it, the wailing dro- 
ny guitars will. Yuck’s debut album is perfect for 
that moping shoegaze fan in your life. The vinyl 
comes with a free digital download. 


Jessica Lea Mayfield — Tell Me 
(NONESUCH) 

This is the second album that Dan Auerbach of 
The Black Keys has produced for the 21-year-old 
Jessica Lea Mayfield, and it’s easy to see why he 
continues to work with her. Mayfield’s hauntingly 
beautiful lyrics are paralleled only by the sweet 
sound of her Ohio drawl, and her performances 
are heartfelt and unbelievable. With Auerbach’s 
masterful production leading the way, Tell Me 
glides effortlessly between country, folk, and in- 
die rock, and it will break your heart every time 
you hear it. After listening to this album, | plan 
on buying everything that Jessica Lea Mayfield 
ever puts out. The vinyl comes with a CD copy 
of the album. 


Tip: 
Use soap. 


TIMOTHY 


| do Reggae, 45s, and a bit of Rock. 


King Django & Stubborn All- 


Stars — Open Season 7” (STUBBORN 
RECORDS) 

This is Open Season Parts | & 2 — [5th Anni- 
versary Edition 7” Single (Jamaican Import).With a 
new, crisp and clean mix, for the first time avail- 
able in its entirety on vinyl, this is the original, 
controversial 1994 traditional ska deejay battle 
tune. Part one originally appeared on the Old’s 
Cool EP. The full version was the title track of 
Stubborn All-Stars’ debut CD in 1995 and at- 
tracted answering shots from Hepcat, Dr. Ring 
Ding, Rocker T, and others. Listen to this piece of 
ska history and you will know why King Django 
is still the Boss Deejay and hunting season is 
most definitely still open! 


Rocker-T — Dread Inna Mi 


Heart 7” (STUBBORN RECORDS) 

Dread Inna Mi Heart/Dub Inna Mi Heart 7” single 
(Jamaican Import). Rocker-T shocks out in his in- 
imitable sing-jay style. Showing off his prodigious 
talents as a vocalist and lyricist, T brings a new 
twist to the old message, ‘Don’t judge a book by 
its cover!” The b-side is a clean blank version of 
the Fortitude riddim, specially mixed for use by 
singers and deejays in the dancehall! 


Skull Snaps — [t’s a New Day 7” 
(GSF 501) 

This new limited edition 7” is awesome. This is 
what funky soul is all about. Reissued on pink 
vinyl, the A-side is the memorable “It’s A New 


Day” which was sampled in the ’90s from Hip- 
Hop artists like Ol’ Dirty Bastard and the B-side, 
“| Turn My Back On Love.’ 


Tip: 
Check out Foxy Does Footsies every first second Sat of the 
month spinning Soul, Funk, and Garage. 


T-REV 


long hair, main info. 


KMFDM — Naive (waxtTrax!) 


Not new, but I’ve been rocking this a lot lately. 


Queens Of The Stone Age - 
Queens Of The Stone Age (Re- 


issue) (REKORDS REKORDS) 
Not new, but new and SO GOOD! 


[J Louie: Season One - Directed 
by Louis C.K. 


My knees hurt after watching this. So funny, so 
real. | need more!!! You hear me Louie? More!!! 


Marc Canter — Reckless 
Road: Guns N’ Roses and the 
Making of Appetite for De- 
struction (SHOOT HIP PRESS) 

A great insight into early years of Guns N’ Roses 
and the making of one of the greatest albums 
ever—Appetite For Destruction! 


C) Breaking Bad: Third Season 
Yep. 
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Beyonce — 4 (coLUMBIA) 
What can | say that hasn’t been said about Be- 
yonce? | can’t. So I'll say this: I’m into it. 


School Jerks — Control EP 7” 
(COWABUNGA RECORDS) 

Blink & You'll miss it! Six songs on one 7”. Fast 
and to the effin point. It’s like putting The Mum- 
mies, Night Birds, Black Flag, and The Vicious in 
a blender, and pouring out a snotty punk rock 
smoothie. Uh huh. Uh huh. 


CO) Rocko’s Modern Life: 


Season I 

Holy effin smokes, how much does this rule? 
I’m about 88% anti-’90s but this is in the glo- 
rious 12% of wonderful that gave that decade 
hope. The first season of Rocko’s Modern Life in 
its entirety, Spunky’s still got Spunk, Heffer’s still 
hungry, Rocko’s still stressed out, Filbert’s still 
nauseous, the Bigheads are still next door, and 
the Suck-O-matic, unlike this cartoon, still sucks. 
And! It’s just as gross as | remember when | was 
a kid. Get with it! 


Women In Prison — 


Strange Waves 7” (HOZAC) 

Austin TX’s newest gang of punks, and they 
are champions. They’re fast. They’re aggressive. 
They’ve got an Iggy Pop attitude. They are riding 
the coattails of Black Flag. They’re doing punk 
rock right. Well done, Women in Prison. Well 
done, Hozac. 


Our Lives Are Shaped By What 
We Love: Motown’s Mowest 
Story 1971-1973 - 


Various Artists 

(LIGHT IN THE ATTIC) 

First and foremost, it just doesn’t get any better 
than Motown. The latter 1960s stuff... you just 
can’t touch it. But, as if that wasn’t good enough, 
the Light in the Attic fiends dusted off the often 
overlooked west coast brand of Motown, and 
thus gave us this compilation, complete with 
Syreeta, Frankie Valli, Odyssey & Thelma Hous- 
ton. It’s an hour of addicting feel good sum- 
mertime grooves. Let’s just say i wouldn’t be 
bummed if there was a part two to this. 


Tip: 

Check out my zine:What’s the Jam! 

Stop on by: Nuts and Bolts every Thursday at El Chavo! 
Bring your dancing shoes: Motown Getdown every 3rd 
Tuesday at Beauty Bar! 
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World buyer who builds wells in Ethiopia 
(www.villagepace.org) 


ia Dido & Aeneas: A Choreo- 
graphic Opera (2005) 
Composer: Henry Purcell 
Choreographer: Sasha Waltz 
Directed by Peter Schonhofer 
Sasha Waltz appears to be the heir to Pina 
Bausch (who recently passed away) and can be 
found widely on YouTube. This is a baroque op- 
era starting with dancers under water, a beauti- 
ful set. Otherwise maybe too strange for classi- 
cal buffs or ballet fans. 


L’orchestre Kanaga De Mopti 
—- L’orchestre Kanaga De Mopti 
(KINDRED SPIRITS) 

A reissue of classic Malian ’70s music—how can 
that be not incredible? Must-buy for the cover! 


(Hint: Dogon Masks from the back-country ...). 


Still waiting for some of the other important 
group’s reissues ... but | hear they are coming. 


Boubacar Traore — Mali Den- 


hou (LUSAFRICA) 
The singer of the Malian twist is clearly in great 


shape on this intensely beautiful new release: 


His bluesy voice and tough guitar are enhanced 
by Vincent Bucher’s harp. You can feel it was re- 
corded in Mali. 


Sima Bina — Any (SELF-PRODUCED) 
Enjoy anything by Sima Bina from Khorosan 
(Northeastern Iran), now based in Germany. She 
has been the foremost collector and researcher 
of this cultural crossroads, as well as performing 
music that is almost forgotten. | just saw her at 
a recent concert at Royce Hall, together with 
LA’s own Lian Ensemble, and was transported 
to another world. We received her CDs, DVDs 
and new Persian lullaby book collection from 
herself. 


Dy YAYA 


International DJ since 1996 ... 


Adele — 21 (Xt RECORDINGS) 


Beastie Boys — Hot Sauce 
Committee Part Two (capitol) 


ia The Dentist (1996) - 


Directed by Brian Yuzna 

Check out Ilhame Paris, her voice is poignant, 
sultry, spirited and rich. She mourns of love lost, 
offers hope and sings with candor. Check out 
her world tour! www.|Lhame-Paris.com 


Tip: 

Check out Beauty is Pain Boutique & Records Ad Nau- 
seam, | 443 N. Highland in Hollywood.They have one of a 
kind and rare merchandise, from records and band tees to 
sequins, dresses and art. Incredible original clothing designs 
by Rio Warner. In-store theme parties with the best DJs 
and bands. Open | 2-10 p.m. everyday. 


Check out Live Footage, a Brooklyn-based band, with Topu 
Lyo (electric cello) and Mike Thies (drums, synth). | saw 
them perform at a hip-hop show in Brooklyn. Check out 
their California tour! www.livefootagebrooklyn.com 


If youre a new “DJ,” please read this book ... How To 
DJ Right:The Art & Science of Playing Records, by Frank 
Broughton and Bill Brewster. 


D] YaYa presents ... No Segregation in Music! Anything 
goes! Jam Sessions @ Beauty is Pain Boutique, | 443 N. 
Highland in Hollywood. Every Tuesday with guests DJs from 
around the globe. To benefit autism charities, dedicated to 
my brother Michael. 


Free DJ YaYa Mix-tapes: 
www.soundcloud.com/djyayamix 


EAC 
BOUVION 


Jazz Room/Freeway 


Those Shocking Shaking Days — 


Various Artists (NOW-AGAIN) 

Untouchable compilation of Indonesian hard 
psych and weirdo funk. And | mean HARD 
psych—like these guys were trying to shake off 
decades of social isolation and political turmoil 
in three minutes of heavy riffs. | am especially 
glad to meet AKA, whose sub-Zep/Sabbath wail- 
ing was recently gathered on a collection of their 
own. | was also happy to get some background 


FOSSILS 
WE LIKE 





Thomas the T. rex 


NEW 
DINOSAUR 
HALL 


NOW OPEN 


Killer Music 


Listen to FIRST FRIDAYS Radio on 
Pandora at nhm.org/ffradio 
Season begins January 6, 2012 


NATURAL 
HISTORY 


MUSEUM 


LOS ANGELES COUNTY 





Ei & wy NHM.ORG 
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on Ariesta Birawa, who from my bootleg, | al- 
ways presumed were Filipino? Impeccable liner 
research, great dance tunes in native tongue, to- 
tally unique distortion sounds (homemade and 
poorly recorded), and a funny pot song. Defi- 
nitely not a stretch for fans of the looser side 
of Japrock. 


Outsiders — CQ (JACKPOT) 

Another classic wedge of psych greatness pre- 
served by Jackpot. These Outsiders are the 
Dutch pop-psych conceptualists who released 
this gem amidst a deluge of post Beatles/Stones 
turned-on pop-operas. Bearing more resem- 
blance to the Pretty Things circa SF Sorrow, CQ 
features the prerequisite lysergic folk & middle- 
eastern references of the era (1968). The Out- 
siders and Q65 definitely had the Dutch freak 
scene locked down. (Jackpot, where’s my Leaf 
Hound record!?!) 


Tip: 

— Ms. Patti Smith’s newest book, Just Kids, is fantastic. 
Salvador Dali and Harry Smith cameos! 

—Also good to read is David Pinner’s Ritual (1967). Maybe 
better, certainly grimmer, inspiration for The Wicker Man. 
Way more fun if you read the priest character with a 
Vincent Price voice. (Where is your God now, when you 
need him most?) 

— The Wire is consistently the best periodical on Earth (if 
your bulldog doesn’t eat it.). 

— Congratulations to the Nerdist dudes. Lots of big stuff 
coming up. Good one, Big C. 





92 MUSIC WELIKE »* Fall/Winter 2011-2012 


REBECCA 


My kids think the Amoeba logo 
means “Mama” 


Another Year (2010) — Directed 
by Mike Leigh 

Squirmily uncomfortable at times, but it sticks 
with you. 


The King’s Speech (2010) - 
Directed by Tom Hooper 
Sometimes movies are so effective at creating 
a world... you don’t want to leave when the 
movie's over. 


Adele — 21 (COLUMBIA) 


KAREN 


how does music find you? it comes to you when its 
supposed to, i guess. or at least that’s been my ex- 
perience. how do i find new music i like? i find it 
finds me. my friend donnell calls me and i ask him 
what he’s listening to, or my friend chris leaves me 
a cd in my area, or i rummage through the stack on 
roxanne’s desk (i wouldn’t recommend that one to 
anyone else). or someone who made his own record 
stumbles to the front counter of Amoeba and we 
strike up a conversation and... i listen to his record 
and its great! or... i meander through the aisles and 
find all sorts of wonderful things i would never have 
found or considered. of course music can only find 
you when your ears are open... 


i broke my list down into categories this time. 


THE TOP FIVE: 


Raphael Saddigq — Stone Rollin’ 
(COLUMBIA) 

Dig it! Raphael goes even deeper and farther 
into the classic R&B of the ’60s, but his vocals 
are lo-fi and raw, to a perfectly seductive effect. 
the music is visceral but thought provoking. it is 
way more than “neo-soul,” it is “retro-soul“ with 
a twist. it is an homage to garage music: soul/ 
rock/electric blues. the precursor to “grunge“— 
maybe the Funk Rock we have been waiting for. 
Arthur Lee is smiling. 


Battles — Gloss Drop (warp) 
electronic noise. YEAH! quirky and addictive. 
like animal collective. experimental but rhythmic 


and complex. totally engaging and chaotic and 
charming. the thing that grounds this record is 
its completely authentic and stellar musicianship. 
thick and juicy. 


Stefon Harris/David Sanchez/ 
Christian Scott — 


Ninety Miles (coNcorD) 

this record is exquisite. a lovely groove and glis- 
tening musicianship. the interplay is soulful and 
sophisticated. the title comes from the distance 
between the US and Cuba. these three young 
jazz musicians made their way to Cuba to play 
in Havana with Cuban musicians. the result is a 
bridge far more than ninety miles. 


Jolie Holland & The Grand 
Chandeliers — Pint Of Blood 


(ANTI) 

i was asleep on the whole jolie holland thing 
never really got it. but this record really made 
me notice. weird and gritty and bluesy. her voice, 
with her distinctive drawl, has a lilting honesty 
threaded through it. there is a certain self-dep- 
recating humor too: “if disappointment is like 
a drug. i overdosed again.” i’ve listened to this 
record over and over and i like it better each 
time. 


Grey Reverand — Of The Days 


(NI MUSIC) 

(thanks donnell!). this is a major discovery for 
me. stripped down and wistful, his voice is 
like... well... sad and earthy; comforting like a 
thick blanket around your parched soul. there 
is definitely a cofeehouse folk style to his mu- 
sic, but it feels more intricate and deeper than a 
rainy day indulgence. 


SOME NOTEWORTHY 
POP RECORDS: 


Asa — Beautiful Imperfection 
(NAIVE) 

goes down smooth like a silky cabernet (but you 
know, with those overtones of spicy berries and 
hint of licorice). this record is not due out in the 
states ’til late October. Asa has a buttery voice 
and a soulful/reggae vibe. 


Breathe Carolina — Hell Is 
What You Make It 
(FEARLESS RECORDS) 


cool electro-pop. like an ice cube down yer back 
on a steaming hot summer day. 





Portugal The Man - /[n The 


Mountain In The Cloud (ATLANTIC) 
silly name for a band. good easy-breezy pop re- 
cord with some serious indie sensibilities. 


The Belle Brigade — The Belle 


Brigade (Reprise) 
these guys are great! REALLY. 


Bedouin Soundclash -— Light 


The Horizon (PIRATES BLEND) 
a fun hooky record produced by King Britt. 


Rachael Cantu —- greenroom 


SESSIONS (hey—that’s on amoeba.com) 
Love her voice and her songs. especially “far 
and wide” and “‘little bird.” 


FUNKY SOULFUL STEW: 


Chocolate Genius — Swansongs 
(ONE LITTLE INDIAN) 

marc anthony thompson is chocolate genius: 
an amazing songwriter and voice. his inflec- 
tions and his poetry are breathtaking. his voice 
is heartbreaking and soothing at the same time. 
soul, jazz, rock--whatever it is, he is deeply poet- 
ic and always compelling. listening to this record 
is like inhaling and exhaling and holding your 
breath all at once. 


Jill Scott -— Light Of The Sun 
she may be a bit life-bruised, but she’s as brassy 
as ever. 


J. Period Q-Tip - 
The {Abstract} Best Vol. I (R8c) 


The Bo-keys — Got To Get Back 


(ELECTROPHONIC) 

memphis soul, funk and blues. william bell and 
otis clay, along with charlie musselwhite and per- 
cy wiggins. this is grits and eggs dripping down 
the sidesof your plateful of crunchy soul. 
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Googoosh — Googoosh (8-music FIND- 


ERS KEEPERS) 

a gem of a collection of rarities and b-sides from 
“jran’s daughter,’ Googoosh, who recorded most- 
ly in the seventies. the music transfixes you; her 
voice is other-worldly. 


GREAT RE-ISSUES: 


CTI Remasters 

another amazing series of remastered CTI re- 
cords from the seventies, and the standout on this 
run is Stanley Turrentine Salt Song—the epitome 
of seventies soulful groovin’. with billy cobham, 
ron carter, airto, as well as the stable of CTI mu- 
sicians like richard tee and eric gale. love that 
dripping tenor sax. 


Stax Remasters: 

Johnny Taylor Taylored In Silk. if you 
don’t know johnny taylor; open your 
ears! fine as silk and smooth as buttah... 
—Staple Singers Be Altitude: Respect Yourself. clap 
your hands and say “yeah.” two bonus tracks too! 


SOME DIVERSIONS: 


Fucked Up — David Comes To 


Life (MATADOR) 
rock opera? well. ok. i just like to turn it up 
L-O-U-D and thrash around. 


Rave ON Buddy Holly - 


Various Artists (HEAR MUSIC) 
love the Black Keys version of “dearest” and the 
whole record is pretty great. 


ON THE SOFT SIDE: 


Kasey Chambers - Little Bird 


(LIBERATION) 
love her voice. 


Gillian Welch — The Harrow & 


The Harvest (WARNER BROS.) 
sure, another sadness drenched melancholy re- 
cord. what she does best. love it. 


Nik Freitas — Saturday Night 
Underwater (LITTLE RECORD COMPANY) 


i like his voice. (and i like the artwork on the 
cover) 


JAZZ AND SOUND DOLLOPS: 


Deep Blue Organ Trio — 


Wonderful! (oriciNn) 

plays the music of stevie wonder. kinda lounge- 
y, but that’s ok. the hammond and stevie’s songs 
bring it all back to funktify. close your eyes and 
pretend to be in a dark bar... it works. 


Brad Mehidau & Kevin Hays - 


Modern Music (NONESUCH) 
pianos rule. 


Samuel Blaser with Paul 


Motian — Consort In Motion 

(KIND OF BLUE) 

i'm a sucker for jazz trombone. which means i 
don’t get my fix too often. jazz trombone (out- 
side of a big band) is almost as scarce as jazz 
french horn. so this young cat from switzerland is 
someone i have my eye on. this record has some 
moments for sure. also, some extracurricular noo- 
dling that i don’t care for, but i love his tone. 


Bobb Trimble — The Crippled 
Dog Band (YOGA RECORDS) 


a sonic mesh of sounds unearthed from 1983. 


cool. 


Caretaker — An Empty Bliss 


Beyond This World 
(HISTORY ALWAYS FAVOURS THE WINNERS) 


and... 


ia Dead Man (1995)- Directed 


by Jim Jarmusch 
now out on blu-ray. you gotta own it. 


NOTES: 


AMeEBA.COM 


BUY STUFF 


Buying stuff on Amoeba.com is now easier than ever with our search functionality. 
Shop thousands of new, used and collectible CDs, LPs and DVDs and posters 
as well as our Clearance Section brimming with bargains galore! 
Check out Buy Stuff frequently as new gems are added daily! 
Free shipping in the U.S. on all music and movies! 


IN-STORE FEATURES 


Check out our Video and Photo Galleries! They are constantly updated with 
videos, interviews and stills from our live in-store performances, including: 
Battles, Theophilus London, OMD, Portugal the Man, Flogging Molly, 
Foster the People, DJ Quik, Peter Murphy, The Civil Wars 
and many others. 


AMOEBA MAIL ORDER 


Amoeba Mail Order brings OUR STORE to YOUR DOOR! 
Whether it’s a brand new release or a catalog title, this service delivers our 
amazing inventory of MUSIC and MOVIES directly to you! Our personal shopper/ 
mail order program is so easy to use, just let us know what you’re looking for 
via Amoeba.com, phone or fax and we'll do the rest. 


FREE DOWNLOADS 


We continue to share our passion for music by inviting you to download 
free MP3 tracks from our live in-store performances as well as bonus and 
unreleased material and upcoming and current independent and major label releases. 
in all genres. Check out selections from Girls, Washed Out, Digitalism, 
Marianne Faithfull, Vetiver, OFF!, Thurston Moore, Shabazz Palaces, 
iceage, Handsome Furs and many more! 


WHAT'S IN MY BAG? 


You never know what you'll find while roaming the aisles of Amoeba Music. Our 
“What’s in My Bag?” feature explores some of the recent discoveries that 
musicians, actors, artists, directors, customers, and our own staff have unearthed 
while shopping at all three Amoeba Music stores. Recent additions to the section 
include WIMB’s from James Blake, Gang of Four, Cheech Marin, Phylicia 
Rashad, Everest, Cut/Copy and a host of many other interesting folks! 


MUCH MORE ON AMOEBA.COM 


Amoeba.com is home to many special features, such as the Amoeblog — 

a place where Amoeba staff rant and rave about nearly everything. We continually 
update our live shows calendar, blowouts and clearance sales, DJ sets, store events 
and contests! To fully be in-the-know, sign up for our e-newsletter, follow us 
on Twitter, friend us on Facebook, watch us on YouTube and register for our 
special texts by texting Amoeba to 67463! 


PEACE THROUGH MUSIC. 
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